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Prayer is the work of a lifetime. I am still asking God to help me to pray more fervently, consistently, effectively. Prayer reflects our spiritual development and gets more earnest and intense as we grow in the word, and as our lives are conformed to the pattern of our Lord. Prayer is the lifting of heart, mind and will to God. When baptized into Christ we are sons and daughters by adoption, and are as much the object of our Father’s care, with the same access to the throne of grace, as those living in the first century. 

Are we still trying to overcome self and the world in our own strength? It takes tons of failures to convince us that flesh is as bad as it is; that the natural heart is deceitful and prone to evil. The natural mind tries to convince us that this is not so, that we really can do things in our own strength. Slowly, by repeated failures, God brings us to acknowledge that we can’t. As one brother said: “Be thankful for stupid mistakes, they’re wonderful eye-openers; they usefully remind us of our natural incompetence and need for help; and our total dependence on God’s guidance and direction in order to do anything useful or worthwhile.”

We go through stages, starting out confident we can do it in our own strength, then slowly realizing we are weighed down with fleshly minds and emotions. Experience convinces us that our efforts fall woefully short of the standard required of us, and we are forced by repeated failures to realize that only with his help will we be able to follow in the steps of our Lord. 
In his mercy we gradually come to believe that he can transform us despite our utter weakness.

We are being asked not just to respond in love for what Christ has done for us, but to actually follow his example in crucifying the body of sin, and cleansing our hearts and minds by the power of the word and prayer. We gradually come to see the extent of the transformation needed to get us ready to manifest God’s character and share his nature for the eternal ages, the pure gold of a tried and perfected faith, with all impurities removed by adversity.

Like Christ, we are saved by faith, not by our own works done in our own strength. Genuine faith results in obedience, and in God’s kind of works of selfless agape love; which the Scriptures term “the obedience of faith” and “faith that works by love”. Trusting God every hour of every day is the only motive power that can generate obedience, and the selfless works of service and kindness that flow from faith, consciously done in his strength.

It is not enough to call God into a situation where our ingenuity has failed; we need to be constantly in touch with him throughout each day. We tend to reserve God’s direct guidance for emergencies, and attempt to handle ordinary affairs by ourselves. Committing our way to the Lord means pleading his guidance in determining our plans—a different thing from deciding what our course should be and then asking God to bless it. One is seeking to know God’s will, the other is wanting his corroboration of our own will. Seeking God’s guidance must be continuous, becoming second nature to appeal to him in silent prayer at every step.

We gradually learn to recognize more quickly when the mind of the flesh is resisting the mind of the Spirit. This battle never ends until life is over, but what does change is that the mind of the Spirit gradually becomes stronger than the mind of the flesh. We cannot weaken the flesh, it will retain its wayward power to the end of life. What we can and must do is strengthen the spiritual mind and heart, so that it will subdue and control the flesh. By the power of the word we actually do develop new spiritual minds that instinctively react differently in all situations.

Prayer is not a periodic thing, but continuous—a state of the heart; a condition of the mind. 
We must pray in everything, large and small, for God’s guidance in it, and for his acceptance of it. Nothing is too small to be prayed about, for all is equally part of the one single fabric of our life. What cannot be prayed about should not be done.

Key Principles

· Prayer is essential because we are called to overcome self and the world, 
to be transformed into spiritual sons and daughters, to manifest God’s character. 
No one will gain the kingdom without prayer.
· Prayer is urgent, intense, fervent, effective when we care deeply about the welfare of others; realize fully our own need; and live in harmony with our prayers. 

· How should we pray?(with a humble, contrite spirit, convinced that God knows what is best; with brevity, simplicity, secretly, to the Father through Jesus Christ. Prayer must be from the heart with full faith in the power of God to hear and answer. We need to enter God’s presence conscious of what we are doing, making a deliberate effort to control our wayward thoughts.
· What should we pray about?(the welfare of others; the things we have need of; spiritual wisdom to overcome self and the world; repent and confess our sins; in everything give thanks. Often we do not know what we should pray for. 

· When should we pray?(always, and not lose heart; consistently, at regular intervals; brief, silent, spontaneous prayer should be our habit. 

· When will God hear and respond to prayer?(when we strive to do his will, with steadfast, upright hearts; pleading for what he has promised; when we accompany prayer with action. God may deny our petition for our good.
· When will God not hear or respond to prayer?(when we neglect the word, mistreat one another; cater to the flesh, ask amiss with wrong motives. 

Pray and do not complain(praying honors God, complaining dishonors him.

Why is Prayer so vital and essential?

We are called to be partakers of the divine nature in a moral sense now!

2Pet 1:3*(His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature.

“Faith such as Abraham had, gives a believer a right to eternal life. Before he died he differed from all natural men, in that he was ‘filled with the knowledge of the Deity’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding’ and became ‘a partaker of the divine nature’ in a moral sense; in this sense also he was a spiritual man.” [Eureka vol 2, p250, Logos]
We have been freed from bondage to sin to walk in obedience to his commands.

Rom 6:1(Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? [the subtle voice of our natural mind]. Certainly not! v4(We were buried with him through baptism into death…our old man crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. v13(Do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin [both in our homes and in the world], but present yourselves to God [as his servants ready to do his work] as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. v23(For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We are being prepared for the moment when God will reveal himself in his full glory to the saints of all ages; when they will see his face and will bear his name in their foreheads.

*Bible quotations are from the kjv, nkjv, nrsv or nasb
God does not expect perfection; but he does expect a constant effort toward perfection.

Eph 4:22(Put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

2Pet 1:5(Giving all diligence, add to your faith: virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. If these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“While faith turns a sinner into a saint, obedience only will secure a saint’s acceptance at the judgment seat of Christ; a disobedient saint will be rejected more decisively than even an unjustified sinner.”  [R Roberts, The Commandments of Christ, preface] 
We are his workmanship—he is at work in us both to will and to do.

Eph 2:10(We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.

Phil 1:6(He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Christ.

Phil 2:12(Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; it is God who works in you both to will and to do for his good pleasure.

Heb 13:20(May God…make you complete in every good work to do his will, working in you what is well pleasing in his sight.

All good that is in us is from God through the word, prayer and the work of the angels.

God promises spiritual wisdom to those who earnestly desire it and seek for it. 
James 1:2(My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into [encounter] various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience [endurance, steadfastness, perseverance]. Let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom [to endure trial and to overcome self and the world], let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. Let him ask in faith [trusting his way of transforming us, willing to submit to his chastening], with no doubting.

This wisdom is the ability to discern the working of the Father’s hand while under various trials, and to accept and cooperate with it.

God’s promise rules out any excuse that we are too weak to overcome flesh. 

Phil 4:13(I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

2Cor 4:7(We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.

2Cor 12:9(My grace is sufficient for you, my strength is made perfect in weakness…that the power of Christ may rest upon me…for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Heb 11:34(Many out of weakness were made strong [by faith].
In the end all of the redeemed with acknowledge that he did in us what we could never have done in our own strength. The result will be glorious—a great host of spiritual sons and daughters, in whom he will have developed his righteousness, and with whom he can share his nature and dwell with them for the eternal ages.

Without faith it is impossible to please or obey him, for only when we trust him completely to do for us what he has promised, will we learn to obey him.

Eph 3:20(To him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, be glory in the ecclesia by Christ Jesus.

Jude 24(Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.

Faultless because identified with and become part of Christ, with his mind and heart.

Faith and obedience are inseparable. The spirit word engenders faith, faith energizes us to be doers of the word—genuine faith generates obedience, obedience proves faith is real. “The religion of Christ is a religion of faith and obedience, the one being as essential and important as the other—they are, in truth, one and indivisible.” [J Thomas, Apostolic Advocate, 1834, p3]
“Humility and a contrite spirit will tend to pray more and be more fervent than a person who is proud, content with himself and his achievements. Man has become too successful, and success, breeding a self-sufficiency which has deluded him into believing he is the center of the universe, has destroyed his sense of need.”

Prayer depends on a conviction that God sees, hears, knows our thoughts and actions.

Ps 139:1(O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and rising up; you understand my thought afar off. You discern my path and are acquainted with all my ways. There is not a word on my tongue, but, O Lord, you know it altogether(Where can I go from your spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend into heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, there your hand shall lead me, your right hand shall hold me.

Jer 12:3(You, O Lord, know me; you have seen me, you have tested my heart toward you.

Prayer is inevitable when we are convinced of the wisdom, knowledge, presence of God.

No time and chance for the elect(Ecclesiastes 9 describes two separate ways of life:

· v1(The righteous and the wise and their works are in the hand of God.

· v11(Time and chance happen to them all…the sons of men are snared in an evil time.

Ps 31:15(My times are in your hand.

Ps 91:11(He shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.

Rom 8:28(All things work together for good to those(called according to his purpose.

“It could not be imagined that the objects of the Father’s love should be left to the operations of chance; that he should leave undirected, in the morass of human life, the steps of those whose eyes, affections and trust are directed to him in daily prayer.” 

[Ways of Providence, p16]

“The righteous fall into trouble, but it is for their good. When trouble comes, do not think it is not from God because it is natural. It may not differ from that of other men in apparent origin and form, but it differs from theirs in being under an invisible supervision which aims at a result. There are some painful things in life that we have to live through. God will not remove them, but he assures us that he is with us in them; as we bear them, our work for him becomes more fruitful. Do not think God has forsaken you because you feel the hardness of the way. Your suffering may be needful to hedge your way to the Kingdom, to prepare you for the exaltation that is to come. Resign yourself to the will of God, hope in him in all your ways. You may yet see your deepest trouble was your best experience.” [Ways of Providence, p28,44]

“The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards him” (2Chr 16:9). This is true now; for there is no change with God; “we walk by faith and not by sight.” God works not visibly in his present dispensation toward the sons of men. If He did, there would be no scope for the faith which He is seeking to develop. He works invisibly. He has all things in his hands, and can by very slight diversions, and with no apparent interference with the will of men, turn the current of events around us into any channel He pleases, causing all things to work together for the good of those who are the called, according to his purpose. On this great truth, the prayer of faith is founded; and because of faith, the righteous prayer is heard, even to the supply of “the things we have need of.” Rejoice, then, all ye righteous, “for the Lord God is a sun and shield”. [R Roberts, Christadelphian, 1870:25]
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Hannah, Samuel

“Prayer is a living reality intimately bound up with everyday life; it lightens the darkness and lifts the burdens in every situation(it is indispensable in transforming children of Adam into children of God. In the presence of God we find perspectives restored, vision clarified, and a great peace in our heart, filling us with joy. The word reveals a great deal about prayer, and there is much to be gained by reflecting upon how involved the lives of the faithful were with prayer throughout the Scriptures.”
God said of Abraham: ‘I have known him’(God knew him and his potential completely; and he knows each of us in the same way. Whatever our trial of faith may be, it will only be within the compass that God knows us, each one, and will only try us to the point where our faith will be perfected; he is developing us in the same way as he developed Abraham. 
Abraham said of God: ‘Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?’(This was his deep conviction despite all his disappointments at the seeming delay concerning the promised seed. His conception of God was right, and no matter how improbable things might appear, he accepted the fact that God would only do that which was right. 

We need to keep these two thoughts together at all times: that ‘He knows us’ and 
that ‘He will do right’. [Gen 18:19,25]
Abraham walked faithfully before God; he could be assured of the Angel’s help.

Gen 24:7(The Lord God(will send his angel before you; you shall take a wife for my son from there( Eliezer: “O Lord God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day( Let it be that the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels a drink’—let her be the one you have appointed for your servant Isaac.” Before he had finished speaking, Rebekah came out with her pitcher on her shoulder(v26(Eliezer: “Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken his mercy and his truth toward my master.” 

For prayer to be effective, our lives must be in harmony with God’s will. Abraham had instilled in Eliezer an attitude of prayer-mindedness, the characteristic of being ‘alive unto God’, which prompts us to seek him constantly.

Prayer requires believing God can do the impossible for us despite our weakness.

James 2:21(Was not Abraham our father justified by works [of obedience], when he offered up Isaac? You see that faith was working with his works; as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God.

Gen 18:19(I have known him, that he commands his children, and his house after him (and they have kept the way of Yahweh), to do righteousness and judgment, that Yahweh may bring on Abraham that which he hath spoken concerning him.’ [Young’s Literal]
Gen 15 was a prophecy Abraham would become righteous(God knew his faith was real!

Abraham approached God in all humility, with a confession of his true estate.

Gen 18:23(Abraham: “Would you destroy the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there were 50 righteous within the city; would you destroy the place and not spare it? Far be it from you to slay the righteous with the wicked! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

The Lord: “If I find in Sodom 50 righteous, I will spare all the place for their sakes.” Abraham: “I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose there were 45 righteous?(40?(30?(20?( Let not the Lord be angry, I will speak but once more. Suppose 10 should be found there?” The Lord: “I will not destroy it for the sake of 10.”

God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow [19:29].
Jacob reached a point where he knew he could not go forward in his own strength.

Gen 32:6(“Esau is coming to meet you with 400 men.” Jacob was greatly afraid, distressed; he divided his family and the animals into two companies. If Esau comes to the one and attacks it, the other which is left will escape. Jacob: “O God of my father Abraham and Isaac, the Lord who said to me: ‘Return to your country and family, I will deal well with you.’ I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and truth which you have shown your servant. Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of Esau; I fear him, lest he attack me and the mother with children. You said: ‘I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude’.”

Jacob then acted and did what he could to appease Esau with gifts and obeisance.

We must cry unto God if we expect him to act.

Ex 2:23(In process of time, the king of Egypt died: the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage; they cried, their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. God heard their groaning, God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. God looked upon the children of Israel, God had respect unto them.

They sighed; they cried; their cry come up to God; they groaned(God heard; God remembered; God looked upon them; God had respect unto them [God knew 3:7]

Moses was a faithful intercessor for God’s people, despite their ingrained waywardness.

Ex 32:31(Moses: “These people have committed a great sin, made a god of gold! If you will forgive their sin—if not, I pray, blot me out of your book” [Moses would gladly give his life to redeem his people]. The Lord: “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out [no substitution].
Num 11:1(When the people complained [at Taberah], it displeased the Lord( the fire of the Lord burned among them, consumed some. The people cried out to Moses; when Moses prayed7 to the Lord, the fire was quenched. 

Spiritual principle: God hears the plea of faithful servants. We can bemoan our ecclesia’s weakness, the drop in standards, or we can pray and set a quiet, consistent example of faithful service. We start out pretty self-centered about our own salvation, but end up wanting everyone else to make it, and in that process God can save us.

Moses was overwhelmed by Israel’s faithlessness and expressed his frustration.

Num 11:10(Moses heard the people weeping, everyone at the door of his tent. The anger of the Lord was greatly aroused. Moses was displeased: “Why have you afflicted your servant? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you have laid the burden of all these people on me? Did I conceive all these people that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom to the land which you swore to their fathers?’( I am not able to bear them alone, the burden is too heavy for me. If you treat me like this, please kill me now, if I have found favor in your sight.” The Lord: “Gather to me 70 men of the elders of Israel( I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and put upon them; they shall bear the burden of the people with you.”

Moses endured/persevered because he saw him who is invisible. [Heb 11:27]
He who comes to God must believe that he is. [Heb 11:6]
“God must be real to us as we speak to him(in our prayers we must see the invisible. We must believe that God is, that he hears us, and, however imperfect our petitions may be, he regards and accepts them. He sees us more perfectly and searchingly that we see him. He sees and he knows our motives, our thoughts, our hearts, with all their secrets, and the words we intend to speak. Our religion is nothing if it does not issue forth in a changed and practical way of life. Our professed belief in God must be revealed as day by day we make decisions.”

Moses never set himself apart from his people, never put his salvation ahead of theirs.

Num 14:11(The Lord: “How long will these people reject me, not believe me, with all the signs which I have performed among them? I will strike them with pestilence, disinherit them, make of you a nation greater, mightier than they(” Moses: [did not want, that] “If you kill these people as one man, the nations will say: ‘Because the Lord was not able to bring this people to the land which he swore to give them, he killed them in the wilderness.’ I pray, let the power of my Lord be great, as you have spoken: ‘The Lord is long-suffering, abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity, transgression; by no means clears the guilty.’ Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray.” The Lord: “I have pardoned, according to your word.

We have to be totally willing to put the salvation of others ahead of our own. When we do that(when a husband is bent on saving his wife and children, and doing all he can to save the members of his ecclesia, God takes care of his salvation(for in the process of trying to be effective with all these others, God is fashioning him for eternal service.
Moses was greatly disappointed but humbly accepted the Lord’s denial of his plea.

Deut 3:23(“I pleaded4 with the Lord: ‘O Lord God, you have begun to show your servant your greatness, your mighty hand(I pray, let me cross over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, those pleasant mountains, Lebanon.’ The Lord was angry with me on your account, would not listen to me. The Lord: ‘Enough of that! Speak no more to me of this matter.

Ps 106:32(They angered the Lord at the waters of Meribah, and it went ill with Moses on their account; for they made his spirit bitter, and he spoke words that were rash.

“Because you did not trust in me, to show my holiness before the eyes of the Israelites.” 

Moses pleaded with God on the basis of his Name and his Promises to the fathers.

Deut 9:17(I broke the two tablets before your eyes, fell down before the Lord 40 days, nights, neither ate bread or drank water, because of all your sin. I was afraid of the hot displeasure with which the Lord was angry, to destroy you. The Lord listened to me at that time. The Lord was very angry with Aaron and would have destroyed him; I prayed for Aaron( I kept prostrating myself, because the Lord said he would destroy you: “O Lord God, do not destroy your people whom you redeemed. Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob; do not look on the stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness( they are your people, your inheritance, whom you brought out by your mighty power.”

Moses’ prayer was intense, fervent, persistent(he cared deeply for his erring people.

Even though God’s answers today are not so direct, we still must ask his guidance.

Josh 9:14(Israel took of their provisions; they did not ask9 counsel of the Lord.

1Sam 14:37(Saul asked9 counsel of God: “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you deliver them into the hand of Israel?” He did not answer him.

1Sam 23:2(David inquired9 of the Lord: “Shall I attack these Philistines?” The Lord: “Go and attack the Philistines, save Keilah( I will deliver the Philistines into your hand.”

When we live after the flesh, disregarding his ways, we cannot expect him to hear our plea.

Hannah pleaded for a Nazirite son who would turn the nation back to their God.

1Sam 1:9(Hannah was in bitterness of soul, prayed7 to the Lord, wept in anguish. She made a vow: “O Lord of hosts, if you will look on the affliction of your maidservant and remember me, and not forget your maidservant, but will give your maid-servant a male child [mg: seed of men], I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life; no razor shall come upon his head.” v17(Eli: “Go in peace, the God of Israel grant your petition10 which you asked9 of him.” v27(Hannah: For this child I prayed7, the Lord has granted me my petition10 I asked9 of him; as long as he lives he shall be lent9 to the Lord.”

We can be sure God hears when, like Hannah, our way of life conforms to our petition.

Hannah was the first to use the title Yahweh of hosts(she understood God’s purpose to manifest his glory in a faithful host who would be victorious over all his enemies.

Hannah prayed in the spirit of prophecy(a future King reigning in righteousness.

1Sam 2:1(Hannah prayed7: “My heart rejoices in the Lord; my horn is exalted in the Lord. I rejoice in your salvation. No one is holy like the Lord, nor is there any rock like our God. The Lord is the God of knowledge, by him actions are weighed. The Lord raises the poor from the dust, to set them among princes, make them inherit the throne of glory. He will guard the feet of his saints(The Lord will judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to his king, exalt the horn [power] of his anointed [Heb: mashiah].”

Hannah prayed for God’s Kingdom to come, his will to be done on earth, when the bows of the mighty men are broken, and the poor inherit the throne of glory. Her prayer is echoed by Mary in Luke 1, when she rejoiced at Gabriel’s message.

Samuel(Israel pleaded with him to intercede with God to deliver them.
1Sam 7:3(Samuel: “If you return to the Lord with all your hearts, put away the foreign gods, serve the Lord only; he will deliver you from the Philistines.” Israel put away the Baals, Ashtoreths, served the Lord only. Samuel: “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, I will pray to the Lord for you.” They gathered together, drew water, poured it out before the Lord [a sign of contrite hearts], fasted. Israel: “We have sinned against the Lord. Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for us, that he may save us from the Philistines.” Samuel took a suckling lamb, offered it as a whole burnt offering. He cried out to the Lord for Israel, the Lord answered him, thundered upon the Philistines, so confused them they were overcome.

God is merciful, forgiving, ready to deliver, when we turn to him in sincerity and truth.

The people wanted a king for the wrong reason—to override the Lord’s chastening!
1Sam 8:4(All the elders of Israel gathered together, came to Samuel at Ramah: “You are old, your sons do not walk in your ways. Make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” The thing displeased Samuel, he prayed7 to the Lord. The Lord: “Heed the voice of the people in all they say to you; they have not rejected you, they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. You shall solemnly forewarn them, show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them.” Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people.

Do we instinctively pause and pray when the actions of others displease us?
Samuel had been rejected, but knew it would be a sin not to pray for his brethren.
1Sam 12:18(The Lord sent thunder and rain that day. The people: “Pray7 for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die; we have added to all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves.” Samuel: “Do not fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, serve the Lord with all your heart. The Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake. Far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray7 for you; I will teach you the good and the right way. Only fear the Lord, serve him in truth with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you.”

Faithful spiritual leaders continue to pray for the ecclesia even when rejected by them.
We are admonished to pray for one another constantly, thoughtfully, carefully.

Job 42:8(My servant Job shall pray7 for you, for I will accept him…The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed7 for his friends.

Phil 1:3(I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer21 of mine making request for you all with joy.

Col 1:9(We do not cease to pray31 for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.

When we lose self in caring for family/ecclesia, God takes care of our salvation for us.

David and the Psalms

The Psalms are models of acceptable prayers, filled with heart-searching, God-honoring expressions, useful for our own personal prayers. David realized the essential relationship between faith and prayer(the conviction that God is our refuge and strength, that our life is in the hands of a Heavenly Father who hears prayer and guides us daily in wisdom and love.

Ps 92:1(It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare your lovingkindness in the morning, and your faithfulness every night.

102:1(Hear my prayer14, O Lord, let my cry come to you. Do not hide your face from me in the day of my trouble; incline your ear to me; in the day that I call, answer me speedily.

The Psalms begin and end with a blessing for those who know his will and do it.

Ps 1:1(Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners; his delight is in the law of the Lord, in his law he meditates day and night. 

40:8(I delight to do your will, O my God, your law is within my heart.

145:18(The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear him; he also will hear their cry and save them.

If that is our habit, we can be assured the Father will hear our prayers. 

David realized his need and prayed that God would teach him, show him, lead him.

Ps 25:4(Show me your ways, teach me your paths, lead me in your truth and teach me.
119:125(Give me understanding, that I may know your testimonies.

143:1(Hear my prayer14, O Lord; give ear to my supplications13. v7(Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails(Teach me the way I should go(to do your will, you are my God.

God does it by the impact of his word in our hearts and minds, by the outworking of prayer, and by the events which the angels bring into our lives.
We need to pray that God will expose to us the true state of our mind and heart.
Ps 19:12(Cleanse me from secret faults. Keep back your servant from presumptuous [deliberate] sins(let the words of my mouth, the meditation of my heart be acceptable.

139:23(Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxious thoughts; see if there is any wicked way in me, lead me in the way everlasting.

141:1(Lord, I cry out to you; make haste to me; give ear to my voice. Let my prayer14 be set before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

David prayed that God would both help him to overcome, and keep him from sin.

David confessed his sin, pleaded forgiveness, and trusted in God’s mercy.

Ps 25:11(For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity, for it is great.
32:1(Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven(When I kept silent, my bones grew old through my groaning, your hand was heavy upon me. I acknowledged my sin to you(you forgave the iniquity of my sin. For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray7 to you.

It is a mark of true sonship if, when we come to know our sin, we accept his chastening.

David prayed in the midst of chastening under God’s hand following his great sin.

Ps 38:1(O Lord, rebuke me not in your wrath, nor chasten me in your hot displeasure! There is no soundness in my flesh because of your anger, nor health in my bones because of my sin. My iniquities have gone over my head; they are too heavy for me. My wounds are foul, because of my foolishness. I am troubled, bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day( Lord, all my desire is before you; my sighing is not hidden from you( I will declare my iniquity; I will be in anguish over my sin( Do not forsake me, O Lord; be not far from me! 

39:8(Deliver me from all my transgressions(remove your plague from me; I am consumed by the blow of your hand( Hear my prayer14, O Lord, give ear to my cry.

True greatness of God’s servants is measured by their humility in confessing their sin.
David is our pattern in seeking forgiveness: full confession, repentance, amend our ways.

Ps 51:1(Have mercy upon me, O God, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, cleanse me from my sin. I acknowledge my transgressions, my sin is always before me. Against you only, have I sinned, done this evil in your sight—that you may be found just when you speak, blameless when you judge. You desire truth in the inward parts( Make me hear joy and gladness, that the bones you have broken may rejoice( Create in me a clean heart, O God, renew a steadfast, willing spirit within me( Restore to me the joy of your salvation( The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a contrite heart. 

The Deity fashions his sons and daughters by using their transgressions to expose the depravity of their natural hearts. Then he chastens them to refine and purify character.
If we were without hope in God’s mercy, we would not revere him or love him.
Ps 66:18(If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer14. Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer14 or removed his steadfast love from me.
130:2(Hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to my supplications13. If you should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? There is forgiveness with you, that you may be feared.

If our daily lives are not substantially in accordance with the things we profess, we cannot call upon God in truth. 
David pleaded earnestly for the child, then humbly accepted God’s will.

2Sam 12:13(David: “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan: “The Lord has put away your sin; you shall not die. By this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child shall surely die”(The Lord struck the child, it became ill. David pleaded2 with God for the child, fasted, lay all night on the ground. v19(When David perceived the child was dead(he arose, went into the house of the Lord, worshiped(“While the child was alive, I fasted, wept; I said, who can tell if the Lord will be gracious to me?”

We honor God greatly when we go forward in faith that he will bring good our of evil.

Like David, brief, spontaneous prayer should be our habit.

2Sam 15:31(David was told: “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” 
David: “O Lord, I pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!” When David had come to the top of the mountain, he worshiped God; Hushai was coming to meet him, his robe torn, dust on his head. David: “If you return to the city, say to Absalom, I will be your servant, O king; as I was your father’s, then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me.”

Rather than despair in self-pity, David instinctively turned to God in prayer.

David’s prayer when he fled from Absalom.

Ps 3:1(Lord, how they have increased who trouble me! Many who rise up against me. Many who say of me; ‘There is no help for him in God.’ You, O Lord, are a shield for me, my glory and the one who lifts up my head. I cried to the Lord with my voice, he heard me from his holy hill. I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the Lord sustained me. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people who have set themselves against me all around. 

David tried to avoid embroiling the nation in civil war, leaving the outcome to God.

A morning prayer of meditation and worship.

Ps 5:1(Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my meditation. Give heed to the voice of my cry(for to you I will pray7. My voice you shall hear in the morning, O Lord; I will direct it to you, and I will look up ( I will come into your house in the multitude of your mercy; in fear of you I will worship toward your holy temple. Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness. 

42:8(The Lord will command his lovingkindness in the daytime. His song will be with me in the night, a prayer14 to the God of my life.

Meditation is essential and often leads into prayer. Many Psalms are prayers and address God directly, as we do in prayer. Prayer is praise, thanks, worship, petition, meditation.

David’s prayer when he was deathly sick and near death at Absalom’s rebellion.

Ps 6:1(O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger, nor chasten me in your hot displeasure. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am weak; O Lord, heal me. My soul is greatly troubled; but you, O Lord—how long? Return, O Lord, deliver me! Oh, save me for your mercies’ sake! In death there is no remembrance of you; in the grave who will give you thanks? I am weary with my groaning; all night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears. My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows old because of all my enemies. Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity; the Lord has heard the voice of my weeping. The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord will receive my prayer14. 

In great affliction with faith sorely tested, he brought his distress before God openly and honestly in prayer, with strong crying and tears; yet still retained his confidence in God. 

The majority of lament Psalms follow a pattern: 1-complaint, 2-plea, 3-confidence.

Ps 13:1([1] How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? How long will my enemy be exalted over me? [2] Consider and hear me, O Lord my God; enlighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed against him.”( [3] But I have trusted in your mercy; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, he has dealt bountifully with me.

Lament Psalms are quite bold in approaching God, but always do it in the right way, ending with an expression of faith in God.

Christ prayed using this Psalm on the cross; the Psalms can often serve as our prayers.

Ps 22:1(“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?(I am a worm; despised by the people: ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him deliver him, since he delights in him!’( Be not far from me, trouble is near; there is none to help( I am poured out like water, all my bones are out of joint, my strength is dried up; you have brought me to the dust of death( They pierced my hands, my feet; I can count all my bones. They divide my garments, for my clothing cast lots. O Lord, do not be far from me; O my strength, hasten to help me!( You have answered me. I will declare your name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.”

John 11:41(“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I know that you always hear me.”

When our minds are filled with the Psalms, they will sustain us through great adversity.

David’s prayers of thanksgiving for deliverance.

Ps 18:1(I will love you, O Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer; my God, in whom I will trust; my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold( In my distress I called upon the Lord, cried out to my God; he heard my voice from his temple. 

30:1(I will extol you, O Lord, you have lifted me up. O Lord my God, I cried out to you, you healed me. O Lord, you brought my soul up from the grave; you have kept me alive. v7(You hid your face, I was troubled. I cried out to you O Lord( Hear, O Lord, have mercy on me; Lord, be my helper!’ You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; put off my sackcloth, clothed me with gladness( O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.

Thanksgiving is perhaps the greatest praise we can ascribe to God for his merciful kindness and loving care.

His angel encamps, his eyes see, his ears hear, he is the God who saves!

Ps 34:1(I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth(This poor man cried out, the Lord heard him, saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, delivers them. v15(The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, his ears open to their cry.

37:3(Trust in the Lord, do good; dwell in the land, feed on his faithfulness. Delight in the Lord, he shall give you the desires5 of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust in him, he shall bring it to pass. Rest in the Lord, wait patiently for him.

Know him, trust him, obey him, and wait patiently for his will to be done.

David could only find solace and strength in prayer, pleading God’s help.

Ps 55:1(Give ear to my prayer14, O God, do not hide yourself from my supplication12. Attend to me, hear me; I am restless in my complaint, because of the oppression of the wicked. My heart is severely pained, terrors of death have fallen upon me. Fearfulness, trembling have come upon me. Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest. I would hasten my escape from the storm and tempest. v16(I will call upon God, the Lord shall save me. Evening, morning, at noon I will pray11, cry aloud; he shall hear my voice. 22(Cast your burden on the Lord, he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved.

David prevailed over all adversity by his absolute trust in God’s faithfulness.

Prayer was an integral part of sustaining faith throughout the whole of David’s life.

Ps 63:1(O God, you are my God; early will I seek you( When I remember you on my bed, 
I meditate on you in the night watches. You have been my help.

65:2(O thou that hearest prayer14, unto thee shall all flesh come. As for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them [Heb: kaphar: cover, provide atonement].

71:9(Do not cast me off in time of old age; do not forsake me when my strength fails(when I am old and gray headed( You, who have shown me great, severe troubles, shall revive me, bring me up again from the depths of the earth.

David’s strength as a man of prayer lies in his conviction that God is his refuge and strength, that his life is in the hands of a Father who guides him daily in wisdom and love.

David was devoted and prayed fervently to a personal God he loved intensely.

Ps 86:1(Incline your ear, O Lord, answer me, I am poor [afflicted], needy. Preserve my life, I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God; be gracious to me, O Lord, to you do I cry all day long(You are good, forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer14; listen to my cry of supplication13. In the day of my trouble I call on you, you will answer me(Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name. I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, I will glorify your name forever. Great is your steadfast love toward me(You are a God merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love

We sense the intensity and urgency of David pleading with God, who was his friend.

God’s merciful forgiveness is the rock on which faith, hope and love rest.

Ps 103:1(Bless the Lord, O my soul, bless his holy name; forget not all his benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from destruction, crowns you with lovingkindness, tender mercies, satisfies your mouth with good things. v8(The Lord is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in mercy. He will not always strive with us, nor keep his anger forever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities. As the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. As a father pities his children, the Lord pities those who fear him.

In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you [1Thes 5:18].
Psalm 119 is a continuous prayer of thanksgiving, praise, and pleading his guidance.

v27(Make me understand the way of your precepts; I meditate on your wonderful works.

v33(Teach me the way of your statutes; give me understanding, I will keep your law; make me walk in the path of your commandments, I delight in it; incline my heart to your testimonies.

v108(Accept the freewill offerings of my mouth, O Lord, teach me your judgments. 

v133(Direct my steps by your word, let no iniquity have dominion over me.

v164(Seven times a day I praise you, because of your righteous judgments.

v174(I long for your salvation, O Lord, and your law is my delight.

Praise and thanksgiving can have a transforming influence on us when we pray.

Solomon, Hezekiah, Ezra, Nehemiah

Solomon acknowledged his youth, his inexperience, his need for God’s wisdom.

1K 3:6(“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David( 
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. Give your servant an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked9 this. “Because you have asked9 this, and have not asked9 for long life or riches, but for understanding to discern what is right(I will give you a wise, discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, nor shall arise after you.”

God chose Solomon and would equip him for his work, as he will do for us if we ask.

Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of God’s House of Prayer.

2Chr 6:19(“Regard the prayer14 of your servant and his supplication12, O Lord my God, that your eyes may be open toward this temple day and night, that you may hear the prayer14 which your servant makes toward this place(when you hear, forgive. v29(Whatever prayer14, whatever supplication12 is made by anyone, or by all your people Israel, when each one knows his own burden and his own grief, and spreads out his hands to this temple: then hear from heaven your dwelling place, and forgive; give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart you know (for you alone know the hearts of the sons of men), that they may fear you, to walk in your ways as long as they live in the land which you gave to our fathers. 
Prayer is an expression of our human weakness and our belief in God’s over-riding power.
God responded with the assurance he would be attentive to the prayer of his people.

2Chr 7:1(When Solomon finished praying7(v12(the Lord appeared to Solomon: 
“I have heard your prayer, have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. When I shut up heaven without rain, command locusts to devour the land, send pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray7, seek my face, turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, heal their land. My eyes will be open, my ears attentive to prayer made in this place. I have sanctified this house, that my name may be there forever; my eyes and heart will be there perpetually.”

Solomon was still faithful at 24 years into his reign, then sadly, fell into apostasy later.

Jehoshaphat, threatened by a confederacy, based his plea on God’s promise to hear.
2Chr 20:3(Jehoshaphat feared, set himself to seek the Lord: “O Lord God of our fathers, do you not rule over all the nations? Are you not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land, gave it to the descendants of Abraham your friend forever? They built a sanctuary for your name: ‘If disaster comes upon us we will stand before this temple in your presence, cry out to you in our affliction, you will hear and save.’ Ammon, Moab, Mount Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade; are coming to throw us out of your possession you have given us to inherit. We have no power against this great multitude; our eyes are upon you.” 

Jehoshaphat knew the Scriptures, he could approach God based on his revealed will.

Hezekiah immediately turned to prayer in time of need, realizing he was powerless.

Isa 37:10(Sennacherib: “Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, ‘Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria’.”(Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, spread the letter before the Lord, prayed7: “O Lord God of Israel, the One who inhabits the cherubim, you alone are God of all the kingdoms of the earth. Incline your ear, O Lord, open your eyes, hear the words of Sennacherib who has sent to reproach the living God. O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you are the Lord God, you alone.” Isaiah: “Thus says the Lord God: Because you have prayed7 to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria(he shall not come into this city.”

Prayer is effective and fervent when we pray with singleness of heart.

God hears our prayers immediately—his response depends upon our faithfulness.
2K 20:1(Hezekiah was sick, near death. Isaiah: “Thus says the Lord: Set your house in order, you shall die.” Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, prayed7: “Remember, O Lord, I have walked before you in truth, with a loyal heart, done what is good in your sight.” He wept bitterly. Before Isaiah had gone out, the word of the Lord came: “Return, tell Hezekiah: I have heard your prayer14, seen your tears; I will heal you, add to your days 15 years.” 

Isa 38:15(Hezekiah: “He himself has done it. I shall walk carefully all my years in the bitterness of my soul. O Lord, you will restore me, make me live. It was for my own peace that I had great bitterness; you have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit, cast all my sins behind your back( The living, he shall praise you, as I do this day.”

If a sparrow cannot fall without his notice, surely he hears the plea of faithful servants.
Ezra’s prayer was simple, direct, concise; with full appreciation he was addressing God.

9:5(At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; having torn my garment, I fell on my knees, spread out my hands to the Lord my God: “O my God, I am too ashamed to lift up my face to you, our iniquities have risen higher than our heads(After all that has come upon us for our evil deeds, our great guilt, since you our God have punished us less than our iniquities deserve, have given us such deliverance as this, should we again break your commandments, join in marriage with people committing these abominations? Would you not be angry with us until you had consumed us? O Lord God of Israel, you are righteous, we are left as a remnant. Here we are before you, in our guilt, no one can stand before you because of this!”

When we are asked to lead a congregation in prayer, are we most conscious of the Father to whom our words are addressed, or of the human audience and their reactions?
For Nehemiah, prayer had become an instinctive part of his way of life.

1:3(The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, its gates burned. I wept, mourned many days, fasting, praying7: “Lord God of heaven, who keep covenant mercy with those who love you, observe your commandments, please let your ear be attentive to the prayer14 of your servant which I pray7 day and night, for Israel( grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” 2:1(Artaxerxes: “Why is your face sad?” Nehemiah: Why should my face not be sad, when the city lies waste, its gates burned?” King: “What do you request?” I prayed7 to the God of heaven, and said: “I ask that you send me to Judah to rebuild it.”

An instinctive turning to prayer before answering any situation. Do we consistently turn to God in prayer for guidance in every decision of life, great and small? 
Our prayers are powerful when we work in harmony with them. 

Neh 4:9(We made our prayer7 to our God, and set a watch against them day and night.

Nehemiah was a man of action and a man of prayer, working as if everything depended upon himself, praying as if God would do everything for him. Often the Lord can only begin to help us when we have begun the work ourselves, and then he can work with us.
The Bible must be read every day, if our prayers are to be intense and constant.

“The theory that Bible Truth once known will abide with us, and render diligent Bible reading unnecessary, is hurtful because it is false. The Truth will not remain with us in power unless we daily deal with it. The human mind has no power to retain anything apart from regular use. The memory grows dim without renewal. This is true even of things for which the mind has a natural affinity; how much more true it is of divine ideas to which the mind is naturally alien.”

“People have so much Holy Spirit in them as they have of the words and ideas of the Deity understood, affectionately believed, and obeyed.”   [Eureka, vol 5, p358]

Prayer in the Prophets

Scripture emphasizes repeatedly that none of God’s servants can work for long without drawing upon a strength and wisdom that is greater than their own.
David(Evening, morning, at noon, I will pray11, and he shall hear…(Ps 55:17).
Daniel(In his upper room…he knelt down on his knees three times that day, prayed8 and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days (Dan 6:10).
Prayer is appropriate at any time or place, provided mind and heart are prepared. Prayer becomes a power, lifting the believer out of distress into the presence of the living God.

God will only hear prayers where there is an earnest desire to do his will.
Isa 1:12(Bring no more futile sacrifices; incense is an abomination to me( I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting( Though you make many prayers14, I will not hear. 

Jer 11:11(I will surely bring calamity on them which they will not be able to escape; though they cry out to me, I will not listen to them( Do not pray7 for this people, I will not hear.

Isa 66:2(On this one will I look: him who is poor, of a contrite spirit [smitten, repentant; a recognition of unworthiness, coupled with a resolve to change] and who trembles at my word.

Isa 26:3(Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: he trusts in thee. 

v8(The desire of our soul is for your name, for the remembrance of you. With my soul I have desired you in the night, with my spirit within me I will seek you early.

If we hear the word and tremble at it, God will hear us; that is how God speaks to us.
Jeremiah pleads with Yahweh to save his people because his name is in them.

14:7(O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, do it for your name’s sake; for our backslidings are many, we have sinned against you. O the Hope of Israel, his Savior in time of trouble(we are called by your name; do not leave us! v21(For your name’s sake; do not disgrace the throne of your glory. Do not break your covenant with us.

29:4(Seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, pray7 to the Lord for it; in its peace you will have peace. v11(I know the thoughts I think toward you of peace, not of evil, to give you a future, a hope. Then you will call upon me, pray7 to me, 
I will listen to you. You will seek me, find me, when you search for me with all your heart. 

Our prayers become intense and fervent when we pray with singleness of heart.

Jeremiah learned he could trust God fully, nothing was too hard for the Lord.

32:16(Jeremiah prayed7: “Ah, Lord God! There is nothing too hard for you(Your eyes are open to all the ways of the sons of men, to give everyone according to his ways(You have said to me, O Lord God: ‘Buy the field for money, take witnesses; yet the city has been given into the hand of the Chaldeans.’” The Lord: “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. 
Is there anything too hard for me? I will gather them out of all countries, bring them back to this place, cause them to dwell safely, make an everlasting covenant with them.”

We too must learn to do what is right and trust God to control what unfolds from it.

Daniel prayed urgently for God to fulfill his promise as the 70 year captivity was ending.
9:3(I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer14, supplications13, with fasting, sackcloth, ashes: “O Lord, great, awesome God, who keeps his covenant mercy with those who love him, keep his commandments: we have sinned by departing from your precepts. v13(All this disaster has come upon us; yet we have not made our prayer3 before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and understand your truth(O Lord, let your anger be turned away from your city Jerusalem(hear the prayer14 of your servant, his supplications13(open your eyes, see our desolations(We do not present our supplications13 because of our righteous deeds, but because of your great mercies. O Lord, hear, forgive! listen, act! Do not delay for your own sake, your city and people are called by your name.” 

Daniel feared that the persistent waywardness of his people would keep them in captivity.

Like the Lord Jesus Christ, Daniel was heard because of his Godly fear.

9:20(While I was praying7, confessing my sin, the sin of my people Israel; presenting my supplication12 before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God, the man Gabriel, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering. “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand. At the beginning of your supplications13 the command went out, I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved.”

10:12([Gabriel]: “Do not fear, Daniel, from the first day you set your heart to understand, to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; I have come because of your words.

We can be sure God hears when our lives and our prayers are in harmony and accord.

Jonah remembered the Lord and prayed to him from the belly of the great fish.

2:1(Then Jonah prayed7 to the Lord his God from the fish’s belly. “I cried out to the Lord because of my affliction, he answered me. Out of the belly of sheol I cried, you heard my voice. You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas; the floods surrounded me, all your billows and waves passed over me. I said, I have been cast out of your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple. The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; the deep closed around me; weeds were wrapped around my head. I went down to the moorings of the mountains; the earth with its bars closed behind me forever; yet you have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord, my God. When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the Lord; my prayer14 went up to you, into your holy temple. I will sacrifice to you with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.”

The Lord spoke to the fish, it vomited Jonah upon the dry land.

Jonah had to learn not to pray for death, but to go forward and live by faith.
4:1(It displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. He prayed7 to the Lord: “Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled to Tarshish; 
I know you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abundant in lovingkindness, who relents from doing harm. O Lord, please take my life from me, it is better for me to die than to live!” The Lord: “Is it right for you to be angry?”

Job 36:20(Do not desire the night [do not long for death], when people are cut off in their place. Take heed, do not turn to iniquity [do not choose what leads to death], for you have chosen this rather than affliction.

In prayer, we don’t alter God’s will nor should we want to: we seek to learn what his will is

“Seeking God’s guidance is of little value unless it is a continuous, conscious process, applied to every detail of every decision. The flesh is like a powerful spring(though compressed, it will immediately re-extend the moment the pressure is relaxed. It is common to seek God’s guidance at the inauguration of a process of action (compressing the spring), and then immediately to relax the spring and act according to our own best judgment, presuming that therein God is guiding us. To seek God’s guidance is 1) to continually study the word with the sincere, conscious intention of applying it in detail to our lives, and 2) to appeal to him in silent prayer in every detail(fully conscious that our own natural thinking is undependable even momentarily; and realizing that if God does not guide us step by step, we shall never do anything right or worthwhile. We do not break the process down finely enough. We assume periodic spurts of guidance will keep us on track. But God’s guidance is like electric power which stops immediately when the circuit is broken.”

Prayer is the necessary act of a mind in harmony with the Father:
· it is a duty expected, 

· an act which affords pleasure to God, 

· and which reacts profitably on the mind qualified by enlightenment to engage in it. 

[R. Roberts, Christadelphian, 1865:124]
Prayer in the Gospels

“KEEP your mind on God—on God HIMSELF as a Person(It is so easy to do God’s work or study his word, and never really think about or make personal contact with God himself. Build your whole conscious life on God as the closest, most real person of your acquaintance. Keep this personal aspect very prominent in all your thinking. It must become your greatest motive power, your greatest strength, your greatest desire, your greatest comfort and joy. The words of Jesus Christ are the revelation of a personal God. His character is the living expression of his Father’s attributes. He that has seen me has seen the Father.”

Knowledge is the foundation of prayer; not secular knowledge, but knowledge of God’s will and purpose. It is only if we pray ‘according to his will that he hears us’; it is essential that our minds be steeped in his word. “How is the right state of mind to be obtained? We know of only one way in our age and that is by daily familiarity with the Holy Oracles which bring God to bear on the understanding and heart. The process of their reading and study continued long enough will in the end make God a reality to the mind and impart reverence and grace of utterance to our approaches. The reading of the Scriptures will teach us how to pray.”

What is meant by praying always, without ceasing, continuing earnestly in prayer?

Lk 18:1(Pray31 always [at all times, in all circumstances] and not lose heart.
Lk 21:36(Watch [keep awake, attentive, ready], pray22 always.
Rom 1:9(Without ceasing [constantly] I make mention of you always in my prayers30.

Col 4:2(Continue earnestly [steadfast] in prayer30, vigilant [watchful] in it with thanksgiving.

1Pet 5:7(Casting all your care/anxiety upon him, because he cares for you.

“That temper of mind and state of heart whereby we turn to God in prayer and communion as often as need constrains and opportunity arises. To be so conscious of the presence of God that in all circumstances we can lift our heart in thanksgiving and supplication, seeking guidance, protection and wisdom.”

The life of Jesus was a life of prayer(he prayed at all times and in all places. He was at one with his Father, because he was constantly in communion with him.

· At his baptism, for help to fulfill the work his Father gave him to do. Baptism was the earnest he would go to the cross as one of us to declare his Father righteous (Lk 3:2131). 
· In the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, he went out, departed to a solitary place, there prayed to prepare for a long day of preaching and healing (Mk 1:3531).
· He was praying when the disciples asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.” (Lk 11:131)
· Whenever tempted. When the miracles raised the people’s expectations, and they wanted to make him king, he withdrew into the wilderness and prayed (Lk 5:1631).
· Before making decisions. He went out to the mountain and continued all night in prayer to God, before choosing the twelve (Lk 6:1231).
· When alone, for strength to fulfill his mission. When the disciples joined him, he prepared them for the suffering and rejection that must come before the glory (Lk 9:1831).
· When he was transfigured. He was given a foretaste of the glory that he might be strengthened to endure the agony of the cross (Lk 9:2831).
· In the garden, being in agony he prayed more earnestly.
On the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

By constant contact with his Father he was able to discern the will of God, to see things from God’s point of view; to realize how much good would ultimately come from the difficult situations, and the joy which lay ahead when he would see the travail of his soul and be satisfied. The long periods of prayer were perhaps periods of meditation, as prayer and meditation are closely linked.

The Lord’s Prayer gathers together all the essentials in their order of priority.
Mt 6:6(When you pray31, go into your room, shut your door, pray31 to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. When you pray31, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. They think that they will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask him. 

We must still ask in faith, acknowledging our dependence upon him in everything 

The need to pray may be instinctive, how to pray is not. We have to learn how to pray.

In this manner pray31(not restricted to the exact words, it is a model, a standard of guidance as to how we ought to pray and what we may pray for; “the filling in may be the outpouring from a humble and contrite heart that trembles at his word”.
· Our Father in heaven(the Father seeks a family in the likeness of his beloved son. We witness to the world that he is our Father and we are part of his family by our way of life.

· Hallowed be your name(all that God is and will be, holy and reverend is his name. By our conduct we honor or dishonor the Lord’s name. May we hallow his name in our thoughts, words, actions; identifying with his purpose that we may share its fulfillment. 

· Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven(the accomplishment of his purpose, the manifesting of his glory. The promises are the uppermost thought, a longing for their fulfillment; living now as under his reign, desiring that we may be there.

· Give us this day our daily bread(a day by day waiting upon God for the things that we need; acknowledging our dependence upon him as the giver of all; and expressing our constant thankfulness. Our temporal concerns are proper subjects of prayer. 

· Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors(our fellowship with God rests upon his forgiveness, and only comes with true confession, repentance and amendment of life. It is conditioned by our willingness to forgive others from the heart and forget their offense.

· Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil(implying that our circumstances are so entirely in the power of God, that if we ask him, and are prompt to shun temptation and anxious to be led in the right way and kept from the evil, he will do it.

· Yours is the kingdom, the power, the glory forever. Amen.(The Lord’s Prayer begins and ends with God!

The Lord’s prayer has the exact right priority: 1)(God’s glory;  2)(His purpose;  3)(our daily dependence;  4) our need to be forgiven and to forgive; and 5)(to be kept in his way. 

The last 3 petitions imply the breaking down of self-will: 

· First, prayer for bread is a confession of dependence on God for physical life, not something possessed in our own right.

· Second, prayer for forgiveness confesses dependence on God, the very condition which makes fellowship with him possible, and requires us to reflect his goodness to others. 

· Third, prayer that God will lead us away from temptation is the admission that we are not strong enough to court trial.
“An unforgiving spirit is a sign of an unbroken heart which does not know its own need.” 

Mt 6:14(If you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
If you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Mk 11:25(Whenever you stand praying31, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. If you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.

In the frailty of human nature, we will need forgiveness for as long as we are in the flesh; but God will only forgive those who, from their heart, forgive all others their trespasses.

“It cannot be said that our affairs are unworthy subjects of petition. They may be of little consequence to others, but to us they are of paramount importance. Our very attainment of the life to come depends on the circumstances of our life in the flesh. How needful in all our ways to acknowledge him who can direct our paths. The forgiveness of our trespasses, provision of our daily bread, protection from the evil by which we are surrounded, are among the personal subjects of the prayer Jesus gave for our guidance. Personal needs are permitted when we base them on a recognition of the Father’s supremacy, and the glory of his purpose. If not, prayer would be robbed of half its comfort to those who are invited to ‘come boldly unto the throne of grace, that they may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need’.” 

Mt 7:7(Ask19, it will be given to you; seek, you will find; knock, it will be opened to you.
Christ turned to prayer when temptation became acute.

Mt 14:19(He took the 5 loaves, 2 fish, looking up to heaven, blessed, broke, gave the loaves to the disciples; the disciples to the multitudes. They all ate, took up 12 baskets of fragments. Those who had eaten were about 5000 men, besides women, children. Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat, go before him to the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. When he had sent the multitudes away, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray31.

John 6:15(When Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he departed again to the mountain by himself alone.

The disciples, too, wanted to make him king and would have sided with the people.

The most intractable problems can be overcome by deep-rooted faith and prayer.

Mt 17:14(“Lord, have mercy on my son, he is an epileptic, suffers severely.” 

Jesus: “O faithless, perverse [contrary] generation(bring him to me.” Jesus rebuked the demon, it came out of him; the child was cured. Disciples: “Why could we not cast it out?” Jesus: “Because of your unbelief; if you have faith(nothing will be impossible for you.”

Mk 11:22(Have faith in God. Whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.

Mt 21:22(Whatever things you ask in prayer30, believing, you will receive.

I often say my prayers, but do I ever really pray? Lord teach me what I need, and teach me how to pray; for words without the heart the Lord will never hear.
Zacharias learned to trust God, to believe he can do what is impossible for us.
Lk 1:10(The people were praying31 outside at the hour of incense. An angel appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. When Zacharias saw him, fear fell upon him. Gabriel: “Do not be afraid, your prayer21 is heard; your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, you shall call his name John. Zacharias: “How shall I know this? I am an old man, my wife well advanced in years.” Gabriel: “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to bring you these glad tidings. You will be mute, not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.”

Zacharias needed Abraham’s faith to believe fully that nothing is impossible for God.

Prayer prevents losing heart(all of the faithful have endured steadfast in prayer.

Lk 18:1(He spoke a parable to [his disciples], that men always [as a constant activity] ought to pray31 and not lose heart: “There was a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 
A widow came to him: ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ He would not for a while; afterward he said within himself: ‘though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ 
Jesus: “Shall God not avenge his own elect who cry out day and night to him, though he bears long with them? I tell you he will avenge them speedily.” Yet when the Son of Man comes, will he find [the] faith on the earth [those with the faith to continue in prayer]?

Prayer is the evidence of our faith; God answers in his own time, according to his purpose.

The Pharisee’s approach to God was marred by a wrong opinion of himself.

Lk 18:9(He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: “Two men went up to the temple to pray31, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed31 thus with himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ The tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Acceptable prayer can only be offered by those who have a right estimate of self.

The disciples were promised the Kingdom, yet their faith would still fail without prayer.

Lk 22:28(Jesus: “You are those who have continued with me in my trials. I bestow on you a kingdom, as my Father bestowed on me, that you may eat, drink at my table in my kingdom, sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Simon! Satan has desired you [pl: disciples] , that he may sift you as wheat. I have prayed22 for you [sg: Peter], that your faith should not fail; when you have returned to me, strengthen your brethren.” Peter: “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and death.” Jesus: “Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know me.” v40(“Pray31 that you may not enter into temptation.”

As Christ prayed that the faith of the disciples not fail, we need to pray for each other.
Prayer sustains and gives power to submit our will to his; trusting, waiting upon him.

Lk 22:39(He went to the Mount of Olives, his disciples followed him(He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, prayed31: “Father, if it is your will, take this cup from me; not my will, but yours, be done.” An angel appeared from heaven, strengthening him. Being in agony, he prayed31 more earnestly. His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. When he rose up from prayer30, had come to his disciples, he found them sleeping from sorrow. Jesus: “Rise and pray31, lest you enter into temptation.”

Mt 26:41(Watch, pray31, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, the flesh weak.
It was not a surrender to the inevitable, but expressed his willingness to cooperate fully in God’s purpose, and accomplish his part in the work: ‘for this purpose came I to this hour’. 

We can only pray more earnestly in a crisis if prayer has been our regular habit.

Faith is needed when we pray; what we ask for we must believe that we shall receive.

John 14:13(“Whatever you ask19 in my name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask19 anything in my name, I will do it.

John 15:7(If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you will ask19 what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

John 16:23(Whatever you ask19 the Father in my name he will give you. Until now you have asked19 nothing in my name. Ask19, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

We should not ask for anything unless we believe it is in harmony with the ways of God. There should never be the faintest doubt as to the power of God to hear and to answer.

In his hour of greatest agony, Jesus was still praying for the disciples, and for us.

John 17:1(Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you( I have manifested your name to the men you have given me out of the world( I pray24 for them(for they are yours( I have given them your word; the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray24 that you should take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil one( Sanctify them by your truth. Your word is truth( I do not pray24 for these alone, but also for those who will believe in me through their word; that they all may be one, as you, Father, are in me, and I in you; that they also may be one in us.”

God Manifestation(oneness of mind and heart, his character perfected in us.

Prayer in the Acts and Epistles

The early ecclesias prayed consistently.

Acts 1:14(These all [the 11] continued with one accord in prayer30 and supplication21.

1:24(They prayed31: “You who know the hearts, show which of these two you have chosen.

2:42(They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship(and in prayers30.

4:29(Lord, look on their threats, grant that with boldness your servants may speak your word.

6:4(We will give ourselves continually to prayer30 and to the ministry of the word.

12:1(Constant [unceasing, earnest] prayer30 was offered to God for Peter by the ecclesia. 

13:3(Having fasted, prayed31, they laid hands on [Barnabas and Saul], sent them away.

16:23(Beaten, imprisoned, at midnight Paul and Silas were praying31, singing hymns to God.

20:36(He knelt down and prayed31 with them all. They wept freely, fell on Paul’s neck.

There was a common earnest approach for Divine help in constant, fervent prayer.

“Our lives surrendered to God receive the blessings of answered prayer. It is through this submission to the wisdom of God that we walk joyfully along the path he chooses for us, learning in the process that he will answer our prayers according to his will. In these dark final days of the Gentiles we may pray fervently, with thankfulness, with concentration of thought, in the name of Christ, and with full confidence that our prayer will be heard. It may be years before we are able to perceive how well it was answered, but if our prayers are in harmony with the spirit and will of God, his response will be felt in the providence of life.”

Paul prayed for spiritual blessings for others.

Eph 1:15(After I heard of your faith(I do not cease to give thanks for you in my prayers30; that God(may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.

Col 1:9(We do not cease to pray31 for you, to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord.

1Thes 1:2(We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers30, remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, patience of hope.

2Thes 1:3(We are bound to thank God always for you, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you abounds toward each other. v11(We pray31 always for you that God would count you worthy of this calling, fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness.

Philemon 4(I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers30, hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints.

2Tim 1:3(I thank God(as I constantly remember you in my prayers21 night and day.

The things that Paul prayed for and gave thanks for are those with abiding value.

Paul prayed earnestly that the believers would grow spiritually and keep the faith. 

Phil 1:3(I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer21 making request for you all with joy( That he who has begun a good work in you will complete it(
This I pray31, that your love may abound in knowledge and discernment, that you may approve things that are excellent, that you may be sincere, without offense till the day of Christ. 

Col 4:12(Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers30, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

1Thes 2:13(We thank God without ceasing [regularly, day after day], because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectively works in you who believe.

3:9(What thanks can we render to God for you(as we night and day we keep praying22 most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith? 

For our prayers to be as effective as Paul’s, our lives must be in harmony with our prayer.

“We have a continuing duty to our brethren and sisters, the duty of fervent prayer for them(not meaninglessly by habit and rote as a group, but thoughtfully and individually, one by one, entering into the joys and sorrows of each. Paul told several ecclesias, “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers.” His greetings show personal remembrance and care for individuals. His mind was always filled with the things of God and of God’s people. Forgetfulness of self, and thoughtfulness for others, is a powerful influence in the shaping of our spiritual character in prayer.”

Prayer has a critical part in fostering spiritual attitudes toward each other.

Rom 12:10(Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly [persevering, unremitting] in prayer31.

Eph 5:19(Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing, making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let us not confine our request for Divine blessing to self and family, but be diligent to remember those of our number who in special measure need God’s mercy and blessing: the sick, infirm, aged, bereaved, lonely, distressed. Let us not be afraid of naming them in our prayers: we know them individually, it is our privilege to be able to call them to remembrance in our prayers, and to be assured they will not be forgotten by God.”
Paul believed the prayers of others would help him.

Rom 15:30(I beg you, brethren(that you strive together with me in prayers30 to God for me, that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, that I may come to you with joy by the will of God.

2Cor 1:11(You also helping together in prayer21 for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many.

Phil 1:19(I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer21 and the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ.

Col 4:2(Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving. Praying31 for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

1Thes 5:25(Brethren, pray31 for us [his moving plea at 1Cor 2:3(in fear, weakness, distress].
Let us believe fully that our prayers for each other will effect the outworking of our lives.

Prayer is a key to achieving peace and contentment in this life.

Rom 12:12(Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, steadfast in prayer30.

Phil 4:6(Be anxious for nothing; in everything by prayer30, and supplication21, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

1Thes 5:16(Rejoice always, pray31 without ceasing; in everything give thanks.

“The habit of abiding in prayer is the only effective preparation for the inevitable crises which come into every life.” Not that we are always praying, but an attitude of mind whereby prayer is a matter of continual practice. We can be sure God hears when our lives and our prayers are in accord with his will.

‘Pray without ceasing’ was written to a persecuted, suffering, struggling ecclesia. 

1Thes 1:6(You became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit.

2:2(Even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.

3:6(Timothy has brought us good news of your faith and love, that you always have good remembrance of us( In all our affliction we were comforted concerning you by your faith.

2Thes 1:4(We boast of you among the ecclesias of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure.

Paul was himself in the depths of weakness, fear, trembling, affliction, distress. He was writing to an ecclesia whose spiritual life was difficult, from an apostle who knew from personal experience how difficult it could be.

A part of the whole armor of God is praying always in the Spirit.

Eph 6:13(Take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day. (praying31 always [in every season, every opportunity, with all urgency] with all prayer30 and supplication21 in spirit [reflecting God’s mind, in harmony with his will and purpose], being watchful to this end with all perseverance [earnestly, constantly diligent, continuing always, steadfastly attentive] and supplications21 for all the saints.

Paul instilled in the believers an attitude of prayer-mindedness, which prompts us to seek him constantly even in the little things of life. Prayer reflects our spiritual development and gets more earnest and intense as we grow in the word, and as our lives are conformed to the pattern of our Lord.
Christ intercedes for us when we cannot adequately express the yearnings of our hearts.
Rom 8:26(The Spirit helps in our weaknesses. We do not know what we should pray31 for, the Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. He who searches the hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, he makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. v34(Christ who died, is risen, at the right hand of God, makes intercession for us.

“It is a matter to be received by faith that though our inner man may be overwhelmed by the incapacities of the flesh, the Spirit reflects to the eternal throne the inner aspirations and affections of the mind which can only be expressed on our part by inarticulate groanings. Before the throne stands the Lord Jesus whose part it is to focalize these transmitted distress signals and make intercession with the Father on our behalf.” [R Roberts, 1898:17]

Children and Prayer(The angels care for us in the early years as expressed in Hymn 133: 

“Unnumbered comforts to my soul thy tender care bestowed, before my infant heart conceived from whom those comforts flowed. When in the slippery paths of youth with heedless steps I ran, thine arm unseen conveyed me safe and led me up to man.” 

We need to teach our children to pray to God for help and guidance as they grow up in his presence, learning to lead lives pleasing to him. Throughout Scripture children were expected to join with their parents in confession, petition and praise to God: “Both young men and maidens; old men and children: let them praise the name of the Lord.” Children are expected to know and observe the ways of the Lord—yet they cannot do that in their own strength any more than we can. God will hear and respond to their plea for his guidance when they are old enough to seek him in prayer. Forgiveness comes after baptism, through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Paul instructs Timothy to lead the ecclesia in prayers for all in authority.

1Tim 2:1(I exhort first of all that supplications21, prayers30, intercessions23, and giving of thanks25 be made for all men, all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet, peaceable life in all godliness, reverence. This is good, acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved, to come to the knowledge of the truth. v8(I want the men in every place to pray31, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.

A prayerful spirit in an ecclesia is a reflection of the spiritual mindedness of its members.

When prayer becomes an act of self-indulgence, seeking for personal benefit only (
James 4:2(You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. v7(Submit to God. Resist the devil, he will flee from you. Draw near to God, he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, you double-minded. Let your laughter be turned to mourning, your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, he will lift you up.

Personal humility and cleansing are essential prerequisites for acceptable prayer.

Fervor is the hall-mark of sincerity; without it prayer will not be heard.
James 5:13(Are any among you suffering? They should pray31. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any sick? They should call for the elders of the ecclesia and have them pray31 over them, anointing them with oil [the medical practice then] in the name of the Lord. The prayer26 of faith will save the sick, the Lord will raise them up; anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Confess your sins to one another, pray27 for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer21 of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, he prayed31 fervently that it might not rain, for 3½ years it did not rain on the earth. He prayed 31again, the heaven gave rain, the earth yielded its harvest.

Elijah’s fervent, 7-times repeated, prayers were that God would do what he had promised: “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” [1K 18:1]

“We must pray always with the understanding; whether we anoint the sick with oil, or attempt other healing measures, it must be ‘in the name of the Lord’. We have known those who neglect their health, refuse any aid toward recovery on the ground that it would be lacking in faith; they doubt whether it is legitimate to take certain promising means of finding relief from illness, since they prayed to God for deliverance, and ought to trust in him. The fruits of the field come from God to provide us with food, so do the leaves of the trees for medicine. If any man is skillful to mend a broken leg, or sew up torn flesh, or prescribe healing medicine, all his ability comes from God; if he can help us we must thank God for it.”

Husbands and wives who pray together do not let the sun go down on their angry mood.

1Pet 3:7(Husbands, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers30 be not hindered.

1Pet 4:7(The end of all things is at hand; be serious, watchful in your prayers30. Above all things have fervent love for one another, love will cover a multitude of sins.

1Pet 5:6(Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon him, for he cares for you.

If husbands and wives in the Truth do not behave rightly to one another, with kindness and forbearance, their prayers cannot be pleasing to God and will not reach him.

God will hear and respond if we keep his commands, and ask according to his will.

1John 3:22(Whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

5:14(This is the confidence that we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. If we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of him.

John 15:7(If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

When we ask for anything we must be ready to accept what God knows is best for us.
Be imitators of Christ(pray at all times in all situations.

Heb 4:15(We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Heb 10:21(Having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.

Heb 13:15(By him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.

“It would be a fatal mistake to overlook the priesthood of Christ, as now accessible to his household by prayer. The truth would be of no use to us if we did. The intercession of Christ is necessary to our salvation: and we can only set it in motion in our individual behalf by individual prayer. To live in disregard of this would be soon to decay from our places in the true vine, and, finally, at his coming, to drop as withered branches to the ground.”  [R Roberts, Christadelphian, 1869:25]
Jesus’ prayer was characterized by earnestness, intensity, persistence.

Heb 5:7(Who, in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers21 and supplications28, with vehement cries, tears to him who was able to save him from death, was heard because of his godly fear; though he was a Son, yet he learned obedience by the things which he suffered. Having been perfected, he became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey him.

There is no way to short-cut the process. Christ learned obedience by suffering, and was kept from sinning and made perfect by adversity. God needs us to accept and cooperate with the essential training this vale of tears is all about. There may come to us at times a deep down, overwhelming sense of our own unworthiness to approach God in prayer. These are the critical times when the flesh strives to get the upper hand, when we most need to pray with strong crying and tears.

Keep striving to do your best.

1Cor 15:58(Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Heb 6:10(God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward his name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

“There is no greater blessing than the unbearable disquiet and remorse whenever we are doing less than the most and best we can. Pray fervently for intense zeal and inner desire that will impel you irresistibly to greater work for God and devotion to him.”

The great purpose of God through Christ(is to purify and perfect for himself a glorious community of spiritually minded brothers and sisters, cleansed from all the unloveliness of the flesh, who have put away everything of this perishing world, and who, not of themselves, but by the grace of God, can stand before God holy and blameless in love.

2Cor 3:18—We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord.

Prayer has a vital part in transforming us into Abraham’s seed and the bride of Christ.
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Strong’s Definition of Prayer Words

Strong’s Old Testament Hebrew (and Aramaic) Definitions

1.
1156 b^e`ah (Aramaic) (beh-aw); Def: to ask, seek, request, desire, pray, make petition; AV: seek 3, ask 3, desire 3, pray 3, request 3, make (petition) 1; 12.

2.
1245 baqash (baw-kash); Def: to seek, require, desire, request, petition; AV: seek 193, require 14, request 4, enquired 3, ask 2, sought 4, begging 1, desire 1; 225.
3.
2470 chalah (khaw-law); Def: weak, sick, diseased, grieved, sorry; entreat, pray, beg; AV: sick 34, beseech 6, weak 4, grievous 4, diseased 3, wounded 3, pray 4, intreat 4, grief 2, grieved 2, sore 2, pain 1, infirmity 1, supplication 1, travail 1; 75.
4.
2603 chanan (khaw-nan); Def: gracious, favor, pity; beseech, implore; AV: mercy 16, gracious 13, merciful 12, supplication 10, favor 9, besought 4, pity 4, fair 1; 78.
5.
4862 mish-alah (mish-aw-law); Def: request, petition, desire; AV: petition 1, desire 1; 2.
6.
6279 `athar (aw-thar); Def: pray, supplicate, plead, entreat; AV: intreat 18, pray/prayer 2.
7.
6419 palal (paw-lal),v; Def: intervene,  interpose, intercede, pray; AV: pray 74, 
made 3, judge 2, intreat 1, judgment 1, prayer 1, supplication 1, thought 1; 84
8.
6739 ts^ela (Aramaic) (tsel-aw); Def: to pray; AV: pray 2.
9.
7592 sha-al (shaw-al); Def: ask, enquire, borrow, beg; AV: ask 94, enquire 22, desire 9, require 7, borrow 6, salute 4, demand 4, lent 4, request 3, earnestly 2, beg 2; 173.
10.
7596 sh-elah (shay-law): Def: request, petition; AV: petition 10, request 3, loan 1; 14.

11.
7878 siyach (see’-akh); Def: mediate, muse, commune, speak, complain; AV: talk 5, meditate 5, speak 4, complain 2, pray 1, commune 1, muse 1, declare 1; 20

12.
8467 t^echinnah (tekh-in-naw); Def: supplication; AV: supplication 23, favor 1, grace 1.

13.
8469 tachanuwn (takh-an-oon); Def: supplication; AV: supplications 17, intreaties 1; 18

14.
8605 tephillah (tef-il-law), n; Def: prayer; AV: prayer 77.

Strong’s New Testament Greek Definitions

19.
154 aiteo (ahee-teh’-o), v; Def: ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require; AV: ask 48, desire 17, beg 2, require 2, crave 1, call for 1; 71

20.
155 aitema (ah’-ee-tay-mah), n; Def: petition, request, required; AV: require 1, 
request 1, petition 1; 3.
21.
1162 deesis (deh’-ay-sis), n; Def: want, need, urgent request, seeking, asking, entreaty; AV: prayer 12, supplication 6, request 1; 19; Vine: RV always supplication.
22.
1189 deomai (deh’-om-ahee), v; Def: pray, make supplications, urgently request, desire, long for; ask, beg; AV: pray 12, beseech 9, make request 1; 22.
23.
1783 enteuxis (ent’-yook-sis), n; Def: petition, supplication; AV: intercession 1, prayer 1.
24.
2065 erotao (er-o-tah’-o), v; Def: ask, request, entreat, beseech; AV: ask 23, beseech 14, pray 14, desire 6, intreat 1; 58; EWB: used of Christ’s prayers to God, not ours.
25.
2169 eucharistia (yoo-khar-is-tee’-ah); Def: thankfulness, giving of thanks; 
AV: thanksgiving 9, giving of thanks 3, thanks 2, thankfulness 1. 
26.
2171 euche (yoo-khay), n; Def: prayer to God, a vow; AV: vow 2, prayer 1; 3.
27.
2172 euchomai (yoo’-khom-ahee), v; Def: pray to God, to wish; AV: wish 3, pray 2, can wish 1, I would 1; 7. 
28.
2428 hiketeria (hik-et-ay-ree’-ah), n; Def: supplication; AV: supplication 1; 1

29.
3870 parakaleo (par-ak-al-eh’-o), v; Def: call to beside, summon near; admonish, exhort, entreat, beseech; console, encourage, comfort; AV: beseech 43, comfort 23, exhort 21, desire 8, pray 6, intreat 3, besought 1; 109. 
30.
4335 proseuche (pros-yoo-khay), n; Def: prayer to God; place set apart for offering of prayer; AV: prayer 36, pray earnestly 1; 37. 
31.
4336 proseuchomai (pros-yoo’-khom-ahee), v; Def: to pray to God; to wish toward; 
AV: pray 83, make prayer 3, pray for 1; 87; Vine: always used of prayer to God.
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