The rise and fall of
King Saul

[1]1 ‘Make ws a Ring Like all the nations’

bg Bro Stephen Whittehouse (Blrmingham, UK)
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“In. those dags there was
WO Riwg LA lsrael: 6\/8r8

mawn did that whieh was
Vigl/lt L Ls own
eyes ...” (udges 21:25)
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. as for me and my
house, we WLl serve the
LORD” (Joshua 24:15)
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Baal with
thunderbolt’ or
the Baal Stele’

Dlscovered near the

Tewple of Pagon

Now housed Lt the
Lowvre, Paris

Stele Showing the
Storm-God Baal
(14th-1=3th C BC)
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“... they forsook the LORD God of ther
fathers ... and followed other gods, of the gods of
the people that were round about them, and

| bowed themselves unto them ...” (Judges 2:122)

|
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BOrVEMINESS - A CUISE '
of qod’s Law
(Dewcerowomg 28:1R)
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“Because | have asked him of the
LORD” (1 Samuel 1:20)

“Therefore also | have lent him to the
LORD” (Verse 28)

“asked” and “lent” are the same Hebrew
woros

> ‘l asked the LORD for a mawn child. tn
gilving him to me, the LORD asked in
return for his full time service’
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| Hannah and |
Elkanah made
| it their joint
Vow to give

9 thelr son ko
the LORD
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“a Little coat” (1
Samuel :2::[:3) oY
“robe” of the ephod

(Exodus 28:21)
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Hay\,y\,al/] aSIQ,S fOY a “‘man Ohi«Ld” aV\zd
an ‘tdeal Ring’

> She ts praying for two men - a
Priest and a King

> They would work together tn
restoring God'’s people tn His Ways
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ElL dies Like an wnredeemed ass, with
his neck broken (Exodus 1=2:13)
“The glory Ls departed from (srael”
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perve,

S50
COPYR

FJOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT WITH
| ISRAEL

o g P
I

GHTED 1907 BY PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH CO

Josh, 24:14-28,

GoLpEN TEXT:—Choose you this day whom ye will

Josh. 24:15.

Friday, 16 August 13

» “Choose You this day
whowm Yye will
serve” (Joshua 24:15)

b _Joshua erected “a
lgreat stone” (verse 26)

|

as witness to their Vow|

|




“They poured out thelr
hearts Like water Ln

penitence before the LORD”
SeePsalm 62:1-2; 8 |
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Evergj Bevgamutc wouLol rememloer the ternloLe
inctoent regarding the Levite’s concubine
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“out of heaven shall He thunder
upown them” (1 sSamuel 2:10)
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1 Samuel 7:12 Samuel then took a large
stone and placed it between the towns of
Mizpah and Jeshanah. He named it
Ebenezer (which means “the stone of
help”), for he said, “Up to this point the
LORD has helped us!”
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“Awnd it came to pass, when Samuel
was old ...” (L Samuel £:1)




> “... make us a kRing Like the
nattons” (1 Samuel £:5);

> “... Like all the nations ... Ring may
Judge us, and go out before us, and
fioht our battles” (verse 20)
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|“Hearken unto their volce” (Verses #, 9 § 22)
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| am
a friend

( of God
He calls fiGlRRIEND
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1 Samuel 7:12 Samuel then took a large
stone and placed it between the towns of
Mizpah and Jeshanah. He named it
Ebenezer (which means “the stone of
help”), for he said, “Up to this point the
LORD has helped us!”
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“... whom the LORD thy God shall
choose” (Deuterowomg 17:15)
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The rise and fall of
King Saul

[2] ’Higlaer thawn any of the peopLe’

whatshan Lake BLble School 201=




> ... 1 Samuel 9:1: “a mighty man”. Not
a brave maw, but a maw of property (see
Ruth 2:1)

> Kish's son Saul (‘prayed for’) was “a

choice Young man and goodly”, or
‘Young and beautiful’. There was no
owne Ln lsrael that was “goodlier ... than
he”. “From his shoulder upwards he was
higher than any of the people”.

Friday, 16 August 13



Saul and his servant

oo searching for his
father’s she-asses
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Ashkelon

Friday, 16 August 13



“Now the LORD had told samuel tn his ear” (1
samuel 9:15). AV Margin: ‘revealed the ear of

sa muel’s RV Marglw: ‘unecovereod the ear of Sa mw’:L'L
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“He wakeneth morning and
morning, he wakeneth mine ear to
hear as the Learned” (1satah 50:4)

RV Margin: ‘They that are taught’;
RV Margin: ‘Disciples’
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Samuel means,
| ‘Asked of the LORD .

| tt’s the Hebrew shama

[which Ls tn the passive

tense. It also means
‘Asking of qod’

Friday, 16 August 13



 Whispering as
good friewmols
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The promise to Jacob: “... the sceptre
shall wot depart from judah, wor a
lawgyiver from between his feet, until
Shiloh come” (Genests 49:10)
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7 ... 1 Samuel 9:1&: God does not say,
‘Anoint this Benjamite King’, but,
“Awnolnt him to be captain over my people”.
Or ‘prince’, RV Margin: ‘lLeadler’

> The people requested, “Make us a Ring”;
God’s response: ‘Anoint him to be a prince’

» qod was theilr King. He was wore than
head and shoulders above the people
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ES| “For  Looked upown my people, because their cry
|Ls come upon me” (1 Samuel 9:16). See Exodus
2:25; 3: 7. God’s Look was compasstonate anol

brought help L trouble. “Thelr ery Ls come unto

me”. This ts word for word ... Exodus 3:9
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“am the Seer”
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Ashkelon
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Saul’s ears were
closed, yet
Samuel’s were

alwa Ys opew:
‘Speak Lord, for
th Y servant lfueaure’clfn’h

T —
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Friday, 16 August 13

from the Midianites and
Saul’s favourite BLble hero!
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King David:
“Examine me, O
LORD, and prove
me; tryy my retns

and my
heart” (Psalm 26:2)
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“The theme e of ‘Head awol
Shoulders’ above the rest
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“... to sit dowwn i the chiefest place” (1 samuel 9:22).
The word “chiefest” is the Hebrew 'rosh’ or ‘head’. saul
was brought tnto the chamber and made to sit down
at the ‘head of the table’. in Samuel’s place

Awno now he’s browght something to eat: “the
shoulder”. See verses 23-24

See Leviticus F#: 32, where we fund that “the shoulder”
was the portion given to the priest. The ‘heave
offering’. Samuel gives his portion, the priest’s
portion, to Saul, because he was the king-elect

Friday, 16 August 13



“ ... from his shoulders and upwarad he was
higher thawn any of the people” (1 Samuel 9:2)

Friday, 16 August 13
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The rise and fall of
King Saul

[=2T ‘Let the Hebrews heayr’

whatshan Lake BLble School 201=




sSaul ts anotnted as lsrael’s|

ﬁrst natural Ring bg
Samuel the prophet. He Ls
anolnted as lsrael’s
“captain” (1 Samuel 10:1)
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> Saul “captain” (1 Samuel 10.1)

> It means “a captain” not “the captain”

> oo was the “the captain”, but tn
Saul “a captain” had been appointed

Friday, 16 August 13
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Gldeow received three
signs. ‘sSaul, Lf You
wawnt to be Like
Gloeon, thew t will
| work with you as |
did with gideon!”

,4
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First stop: Rachel’s
Sepulchre - see Genesis 35|

I S —
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Would saul |
| be a ‘sown of
my SOrrows’

or a ‘Sow of
my right

| hand’? He

| had to make

the cholce

h
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Friday, 16 August 13

N | of Ggod'. He Ls reminded that God is with ||

Second stop: Travel to Bethel, “The House

him, and that Kings were promised! |
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The cak of Tabor

Saul is told to go to the “plain (or oak)
of Tabor”. See Genesis 35: 2,4. “You
need to burg Your old ways under the
oak and commelt 5oursetf to Me, sawd,.’L
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Third stop: Saul comes to the “hill of God” or GLbeah
Elohim. Saul would be “turned tnto another man”.
These these SLg ns told him that “Goad Ls with thee”

- P T e & ) Lmq
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The power of God in Saul’s life would increase if Saul
continued to respond to God

¢

a two-way relationshi

Friday, 16 August 13



“cs Saul among
the proplflets?"

"Saul Prophesies With The Prophets"
By James Tissot (1836-1902)
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1 Samuel 7:12 Samuel then took a large
stone and placed it between the towns of
Mizpah and Jeshanah. He named it
Ebenezer (which means “the stone of
help”), for he said, “Up to this point the
LORD has helped us!”

Friday, 16 August 13



Saul ts found
| hiding behind
| the cases! Not a '
good start for
the new king!

| — —

E

Friday, 16 August 13



‘There he s, hiding
behind the Lluggage!’
‘How can he lead us, Lf
he’s hiding now?’ But as
soow as Saul stood up
they could see that he
was a giant of a man.
They broke out LA
chorus, “God save the
Ring!” (verse 24)

Friday, 16 August 13
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The Ring was
ommanded by
God to write a
copY of the Law

L a book (see

Deuteronomy 17
18). Saul never

trung became
God’s Ring,.




. B (tervible effects when we are not|
dlunited! Ume a Benjamite, and | ‘

"Saul Sacrifices The Oxen”
By James Tissot (1836-1902)

Friday, 16 August 13

Don't You remember the

remember well. Remenmiber
_Jabesh Gilead. Come and
support them now. Redeem

Yourselves! Let us be wntted!’ N
l




Friday, 16 August 13

Samuel gathers lsrael at

Gilgal. They were going to
“renew” or ‘rebutld’. A
reminder of Joshua 5:9.
‘Let’s go to when we first
pledged ouwrselves to God.”’




Saul ts announced

as king at gilgal. |
“The man who
stands before You
today, saul, lsa |
Joshua-like-figure, |
a Saviour. He will
betng Yyou back to
God and free You

from the nations’ |
|
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They were to ”obeg" oY
‘hearken’ to God’s
\ “voirce” (1 Samuel 12:14) f
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The “thunder” (12:1)
and “the vorce” (Verse 1.5)
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Bethel

®* Michmash

Gibeon® lGeba
Gibeah

®
Jerusalem

®
Beth-Shemesh

¢ Bethlehem

75 Miles

MICHMASH —
e —————
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Jownathaw courageously
smote the Phitlistine
garrison Ln Geba (1

| Samuel 12:3). Saul

declared the \/Lctorg was
his with the words: “Let
the Hebrews hear”

Friday, 16 August 13



rescued Lot. He s called “Abram the
Hebrew” (Gewests 14:13). The word “Hebrew” Ls

| related to the verb ‘cross over’ or ‘pass through'
Friday, 16 August13 e e
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“And L will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so '
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then
shall thy seed also be numbered” (Gewesils 12:16)

N
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“That tw blessiing [ will bless thee,
and Ln mu.LtipLg ing | will
multiply thy seed as the stars of
heaven, and as the seed whiceh Ls
upown the sea shore anad thy seedl

shall possess the gate of his
enemles” (Gewests 22:17)




I H HT PRy i <
See Judges F for Links with Gideon
“..sand log the sea stde for multitwoe” (v 12)

“... the sword of the LORD and of gldeon” (v 18 § 20)

4
Friday, 16 August 13



Saul offered the burnt
offering as a King and a
Priest!

> Blames the people: “... the

/

people were scattered from

me” (v 11)

P Blames Samuel: “... thouw
camest not within the days
appointed” (v 11)

b Blames the Philistines:
[“... the Philistines gathered
ﬁthemseLves together” (v 11) |

T ————— o —
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“But now, thy hw\,gdom shall not continue: the
! LoRD hath sought hime a man after his own heart ... |
because thou hast not kept that which the LORD
commanded thee” (1 Samuel 13:14)

Friday, 16 August 13
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The rise and fall of
King Saul

[4] ‘My Father hath troubled the Land’

whatshawn Lake BLble School 201=




Before the destruction of Jericho there was to be a week of

dedication and worship '
* Through this practice the Israelites would be victorious
* Doshua &: 3, 211

A week of worship was to be kept for the three annual feasts
* (f they kept this week thew their enemies would be “cast
out” and wnot “destre their Land”
* God would have protected thewm during this F-day period
e [Exodus 34:22-24]

Saul should have remembered what High Priest always
satol before the Israelites went to war
* God would “fight for you ... to save you”
* [Deuwteronomy 20:1-4]
* Bestoes, “The LORD Ls a mawn of war: the LORD Ls His
Name” (Exodus 15:2)

Friday, 16 August 13



| Jonathaw refers to the
Philistines as “these
unclreumelsed” (4
Samuel 14:6).
| Though sawul tried to

emaulate Abraham, Lt
was Jonathan who
shared the faith of
Abraham. See
Genests 17#:10 - “You
shall be ciroumciseol”h

|

Friday, 16 August 13



The Philistines were at
Bozez (‘The Shining
Owne, ‘Glistening
owe’). Jonathan was at
Seneh (‘“Thorn’)

S T R
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14:23), Saul says: “Cursed be the man that
eateth any food until evening, that L may be
avenged on mine enemtes” (V4)
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_Joshua - the great ,
saviour of tsrael. ||
“Choose You this dag \
| whowm ye will serve ...
but as for me and my
house, we will serve the
LORD” (Joshua 24:15)
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> Saul’s oath was, “Cursed be the man
that eateth” (1 Samuel 14:28)

> Jonathan's reply was, “My father hath
troubled the land” (v 29)

> “troubled” wmeans ‘Achawn or Achor’

Friday, 16 August 13
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| The link ts back to Joshua awdjenohojoshua sags
“Cursed be the mawn before the LORD” (Joshua &:26)
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Joshua says to Achawn, “Why hast thou troubled
|lus?” (Joshua #:225). “troubled” means ‘Achawn or
Achor’. Achawn was “The Troubler of Israel’.
Cowmpare the words of Jonathawn, “My father hath
troubled the lLand” (1 samuel 14:29)

h |
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| “sSaul butlt an altar
unto the LORD: the
same was the first
altar that he butlt
unto the LORD” (1 (¥
Samuel 14:35). See|| |
margin: ‘that altar
he began to butlad
unto the LORD’
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Friday, 16 August 13

“Intreat me not to Leave

| will { die ... the LORD do E,

thee ... where thow dlest,

so to me, and more also, |
Lf ... death part thee and

me” (Ruth 1:16-17) ?"




The Amaleleltes

”spoLLeal" lsrael (1

Samuel 14:4L)

Friday, 16 August 13



/ ‘... because a hand s on the -
Z throne of Yah’ (Exodus 17#:16)
~ \ . % S x
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> Gqod says to Saul, “Now go and smite
Amalekite and u’ctertg olestroa all that
theg have ...” (1 Samuel 1.5:3)

)

”u’c’cerng olestrog” Ls the Hebrew verb
chereme: “to devote utterly to destruction’

» God was sa gia/\,@ to Saul, ‘Fulfil the
prophecy of Moses! 'm with you!’
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l Agawnst Jericho, Joshua s commanded by |

|| God: “... the city shall be accursed” (Joshua

;'} rd

; 6:17). “accursed” Ls the Hebrew noun

'“' cherem: ‘“to devote utterly to destruction’

'
-
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errifory @ and Amaleki

"Ishmael settled fromfHa

5 ‘fro [0
ted the Jan

| . lekites - Hz
Territory of Ismaelites and Ama B > 1)

4 a\It. Sinai (Al-Lawz) Here Amalek attacked

Moses at Rephidim: Ex 17:8

L
WWW.DIDIE.Ca = 22z iuaiia cursuruaan suiug
L] .
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¢ R

_sauLSPared AQag ...

“and all that was
st Bl oood” (1 sSamuel 15:9).
: | compare with Achan
'\ ;& who took “a goodly
Babylonish
garment” (Joshua #:21)




_After the vic’corg
against the
AmaleRites, Saul
wewnt to Carmel and
“set him up a place” (1
Samuel 1.5:12).
L..LtemLLg, ‘a hand’. See
2 Samuel 1£:12. sSaul

set up a monument LA

his owwn. hownour!

Friday, 16 August 13



spoLL” (1 sSamuel
15:19). [t was the

Awmwalelites who had
|| “spotled” srael (14:48).
“Yow're no Joshua. But

you're LLke Amaler!
Achaw!’h




Mordecat, ‘Little man’, was
from the family of Kish. He
|| destroyed Haman the Agagite |f
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But who Ls playing
_Joshua? who Ls
behind the mask?

ol e~
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|
\ -

\Gilgal, ‘a rolling away’|

Samuel was
< | their saviour,
|just like Joshua! (g

| pe—

Friday, 16 August 13
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The rise and fall of
King Saul

[5]1 ‘The LORD Llooketh on the heart’

whatshan Lake BLble School 201=




Hovrwn

Samuel s commanded, “FLLl
thine horn [geren] with otl” (1
sSamuel 16:1) whieh contrasts
with the “vial [pak]” which was

used to anoint sSaul (10:1)

Friday, 16 August 13



“ ... and he shall give strength
unto his Ring anad exalt the horn
[gqeren] of his anointed” (v10)
A
n verse 1, “thy salvation” - Jesus; Ln verse 10 3]

A

-

- “his anointed” - Chrlst. We have Jesus Christ| Y
mentioned by name as the king to come!

. 2L / (%
”M5 heart rejoioe L the LORD, maine horwn T

d . J' '
[qeren] Ls exalted in the LORD” (1 Samuel 2:1) A a4

-
oy
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= | lsamuwel 16:12) or ‘red”.
A | [Probably red-haired. A

| and yuddy, the chiefest
amowng ten
thousand” (Song 5: 10)
“Hs mouth Ls most

y sweet: yea, he is
|altogether Lovely” (\/:r_é)L

pavid was “ruddy” (1

colour greatly adwmired
in the Bast because of
its rarity. “beauvtiful
countenance” : “fair of
eyes’ (margin).
“countenance”: ‘eye’
which has a physical

Friday, 16 August 13

anod spirituaL aspect |

|
r————"
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“... the Spirit of the
LORD came Upown
pavid from that da Y
forward” (1 Samuel
16:132). The word
“came” means ‘break
out’. The Spirit broke

7‘ upown him from that
|day! see Psalm 23:1-6

(“thou anotntest my
head with oll” - ve)
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Socoh
in Judah

Ephes Dammim
Saul's Camp pPhiIiIstines' Camp

o

il e _ Valley of Elah

—
Philistines Flee
~ down
Shaaraim Road

~‘r?plfles-—olatl/\/t,mim (v1):
‘the border of blood’

Photo taken from Azekah

Friday, 16 August 13




Friday, 16 August 13

qoliath was the
Philistines’

“champlon” (1 Samuwel
17#:4) which Literally
means ‘the man
between the two’




armties of
Israel” (v10).
“defy” means ‘to
EXPOSE OF Strip
off’. He was
exposing Israel
to be naked

Friday, 16 August 13

qoliath means
‘Splendowr’. He
represented the
splendowr of the flesh.
qoliath is derived from
the Hebrew word galah
which means ‘denude
ano to uncover’. Goliath
was making them
naked before qoa!







| ‘warrtor of the Flesh’ vs

‘warrior of the s]sirit’

Friday, 16 August 13




‘ _

|\Gilgal, ‘a rolling away’|

|
|

-4
% o
% N This timee David Ls |
A7 //, y N ’ ’ ’
| Locttime | golng to be | ust’um 2
Samuel was | Joshua and will
thei,y ,Sa\/iouy, W ‘ OLVOM.VWOLSC the ﬂﬂSh! \ ¥

|just Like Joshua! (!

Friday, 16 August 13



offering was
morniing and - Goliath “drew near

[wagashl” which
LLteraLLg means “to

present oneself’. He

did this “morning
and evening” (1
Samuel 17#:16)

oneself” (same as 1
Samuel 17:16)

Friday, 16 August 13



“Awnd then we saw the giants ... and
we were ... as grasshoppers, ano so we
were Ln thelr sight” (Numbers 13:25)

vl el 8

. v

Friday, 16 August 13



pavid asks, “ls there not a cause?” (1 Samuel
17#:29). Jesus says before he destroys the mawn of
sin, “for this cause” (Johw 12: 27). David came “in ||
the name of the LORD of hosts” (1#:45), and Jesus
saitd, “Father, gLori{H thy name” (12:28).
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“And David took the head of the
\ Philistine, and browght it to
Bl jerusalem” (1 samuel 17:54)

“... the place Golgotha,
which Ls betng
interpreted, The place of a

skull” (Mark 15:22);

“Wherefore Jesus also ...

suffered without the
gate” (Hebrews 13:12)
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“Look not o s countenance, or on the heﬁght o-f his
stature ... for the LORD seeth not as mawn seeth; for
mawn Looketh own the outward appearance, but the LORD
Looketh on the heart” (1 sSamuel 16:7)
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The rise and fall of
King Saul

[e] ‘slay the priests of the LORD

whatshan Lake BLble School 201=




oG P A\
| pavid “escaped” saul (see 1 Samumel 19:10, 12,
Bv4(12). The word means, ‘to escape by slipperiness’ |

— \.“'_
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Gldeon received three
signs. ‘Saul, Lf You
wawnt to be Like
Gloeon, thew t will
work with yow as |
did with gideon!”

Friday, 16 August 13



First stop: Rachel’s
Sepulchre - see Genests 35]
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| Would saul
be a ‘Sow of |
| mg SOrYrows’

or a ‘Sow of
my right
| hand’? He
had to make
the chotce
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Second stop: Travel to Bethel, “The House.
of God’. He is reminded that God Ls with |
him, and that Kings were promised!
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| The oak of Tabor

‘Saul ts told to go to the “plain (or oak)

of Tabor”. See Genesis 35: 2,4. You '
need to bury your old ways under the
oak and commelt 5ourseLf to Me, Saul.’

Friday, 16 August 13



'3 e e

N |

1 W\p ’” 1
Third stop: Saul comes to the “hill of God” or Glbeah
Elohim. sSaul would be “turned Lnto another man”.
These these stgns told him that “God Ls with thee”
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{“cod Ls with thee”|

"Saul Prophesies With The Prophets"
By James Tissot (1836-1902)

Friday, 16 August 13



| awol scnpteol lines. He 8
3| saw the real sauwl! |
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yl“lay down” means ‘to prostrate himself'.

sSawme word used of Abraham when God

Saul “stripped off his clothes ... and prophesied

|| before samuel ... and lay down naked all that
day and all that night” (1 Samuel 19:24)

_ e - ————
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David goes to Nob,
to Ahimelech the

|| Priest and receives
[food - the shewbread |
from the Tabernacle|
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Saul gathers 3000 mewn |
to find David!
Uunbekmnown to him, he
chooses to rest tn the

same cave as pavid.

| still tn his early
W | twenties, “Pavid stayed |
| |his servants” (1 Samuel |
[24:7). The same word LS
| |used of samson killing|

a liown - see Judges 14:6 |
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 “Swear now
therefore unto
me by the
LORD, that

thouw wilt not

cut [Rarath]

off my seed
after me ...” (1
Samuel 24:21)
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| Would there be one last great effort from Saul? |
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Saul meets with a witeh of Endor. His one request, |
“Bring me up Samuel” (1 Samuel 28:11)
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Saul dies on Mount GLlboa where Gideon wow his great

victory! Though he tried to emulate Gideow, he never got

close to emulating his character! He would become “another
man” on stage, but not “another man” tn real Life

Friday, 16 August 13



i %4
Friday, 16 August 13

”~
- '_
L.

“ .. under whose

“| wings thow art come |-

to trust” (Ruth 2:12)
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“... the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth;
and he shall give strength unto his Riwg, and
exalt the horw of his anointed” (1 Samuel 2:10)
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Bro Stephen Whitehouse (Blrmingham, UK)
stephenand Liwdscg @hotmeatl.com
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