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PROBLEM – OPPRESSIVE SURROUNDINGSPROBLEM OPPRESSIVE SURROUNDINGS

environmental difficulties

The inconsistent 
disciple

d l h d h h h d 33“Immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand” Mat 14:22-33

Result – An Inner strength 
Christ as - The Powerful Saviour

“The wind and waves ceased” 
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The eagle flies through storms while other birds seek shelter The eagle flies through storms while other birds seek shelter 
and animals run and hide. and animals run and hide. With With just a slight adjustment just a slight adjustment of of 

his wingshis wings, the eagle can fly almost motionless even in the face, the eagle can fly almost motionless even in the facehis wingshis wings, the eagle can fly almost motionless even in the face , the eagle can fly almost motionless even in the face 
of great winds. He uses the strong winds of the storm to lift of great winds. He uses the strong winds of the storm to lift 

himself higher and higher until he rises above the clouds. himself higher and higher until he rises above the clouds. 
The The eagle has no power to stop a storm,eagle has no power to stop a storm,

but he knows how to overcome without fear.but he knows how to overcome without fear.
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22 22 StraightwayStraightway Jesus constrained his disciples to Jesus constrained his disciples to 
get into a ship, and to go before him unto the get into a ship, and to go before him unto the 
other side, while he sent the multitudes away. other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 

23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, 23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, 
he went up into a mountain apart to pray: andhe went up into a mountain apart to pray: andhe went up into a mountain apart to pray: and he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and 
when the evening was come, he was there alone. when the evening was come, he was there alone. 

“We went before to ship, and sailed unto “We went before to ship, and sailed unto AssosAssos, there , there 
intending to take in Paul: intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointedfor so had he appointed, , 
minding himself minding himself to go afoot. to go afoot. (Act 20:13)(Act 20:13)

““StraightwayStraightway Jesus constrained his disciples” v22Jesus constrained his disciples” v22

““StraightwayStraightway Jesus Jesus spakespake unto them... take courage” v27unto them... take courage” v27

““ImmediatelyImmediately Jesus stretched forth his hand” v31Jesus stretched forth his hand” v31

“There“There willwill bebe stormsstorms inin ourour lives,lives, greatgreat oror small,small, butbutgg
therethere cancan bebe nono stormstorm tootoo greatgreat forfor GodGod toto quellquell..
TheThe pathpath isis notnot alwaysalways smoothsmooth eveneven whenwhen sailingsailing
withwith ChristChrist inin thethe vessel,vessel, butbut wewe maymay smilesmile atat thethe
storm,storm, forfor ourour safetysafety consistsconsists notnot inin thethe absenceabsence ofof
riskrisk,, butbut inin havinghaving ChristChrist withwith usus toto faceface thethe riskrisk..

TheThe windwind andand thethe waveswaves speakspeak notnot
ll ff hi dhi d tt b tb t ffmerelymerely ofof hindranceshindrances toto progress,progress, butbut ofof

disturbingdisturbing elementselements thatthat suddenlysuddenly riserise
aroundaround us,us, breakingbreaking uponupon usus asas aa coldcold
drenchingdrenching spray,spray, oror asas drowningdrowning seasseas
thatthat beatbeat uponupon usus untiluntil therethere seemsseems nono
roomroom forfor anythinganything elseelse.. WeWe areare drivendriven
aboutabout byby strangestrange andand unexpectedunexpectedaboutabout byby strangestrange andand unexpectedunexpected
events,events, thatthat stirstir upup fearsfears andand doubtsdoubts..
WeWe areare notnot onlyonly suddenlysuddenly pulledpulled upup andand
pushedpushed back,back, butbut sometimessometimes itit isis soso
darkdark wewe dodo notnot knowknow whatwhat toto do,do, oror
wherewhere wewe maymay bebe drivendriven..
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Often from the deck of a vessel may beOften from the deck of a vessel may beOften from the eck of a vessel may be
seen some object or dark spectre, or the
flashing gleaming lights of the
phosphorescence, which strikes awe into
the hearts even of the mariners.

In the same way Christ is often mistaken

Often from the eck of a vessel may be
seen some object or dark spectre, or the
flashing gleaming lights of the
phosphorescence, which strikes awe into
the hearts even of the mariners.

In the same way Christ is often mistaken
by us when he comes in a shape we do not
expect – in afflictions, bereavements and
other troubles; but if we only realised his
tender love, how much lighter the burden
of the sorrow would be!”
Pg 317 Lessons from Nature. Sis Alice Hopkins

by us when he comes in a shape we do not
expect – in afflictions, bereavements and
other troubles; but if we only realised his
tender love, how much lighter the burden
of the sorrow would be!”
Pg 317 Lessons from Nature. Sis Alice Hopkins
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“Jesus... caught him” “Jesus... caught him” 
EPIEPI (intensive) (intensive) LAMBANOMAILAMBANOMAI

“To succour, rescue, “To succour, rescue, take possession oftake possession of, seize with the hands”, seize with the hands”
“To lay hold of, to “To lay hold of, to take hold of take hold of for a special purpose” (Vine)for a special purpose” (Vine)

“To take hold upon in order“To take hold upon in order to hold or detain for oneselfto hold or detain for oneself” ” ((BullingerBullinger))

Fight Fight the good fight of faith, the good fight of faith, lay holdlay hold on eternal life on eternal life 1Tim 6:12,191Tim 6:12,19
But Barnabas But Barnabas took himtook him, and brought him to the apostles, and , and brought him to the apostles, and 

declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way Act 9:27Act 9:27

The lesson is that
Peter needed to sink,
in order to take the
next step of faith innext step of faith in
Jesus. Walking on
water does not
necessarily increase
our faith, but sinking
certainly can!

At times we can appear to have the confidence to walk on
the water. But having the courage through utter desperation
to reach out for Christ when we’re up to our neck and
drowning in the waves and fighting the fierce wind of
extreme personal trial shows a far, far superior faith!

At times we can appear to have the confidence to walk on
the water. But having the courage through utter desperation
to reach out for Christ when we’re up to our neck and
drowning in the waves and fighting the fierce wind of
extreme personal trial shows a far, far superior faith!

The time was to come when Jesus was The time was to come when Jesus was 
unable to physically extend a hand to rescueunable to physically extend a hand to rescueunable to physically extend a hand to rescue unable to physically extend a hand to rescue 

his disciple in the midst of a terrible his disciple in the midst of a terrible 
personal storm, but he would save him by a personal storm, but he would save him by a 

compassionate look instead compassionate look instead ((LkLk. 22:61). . 22:61). 
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“They lifted up their voice with one accord, Lord thou art “They lifted up their voice with one accord, Lord thou art 
God which made heaven and earth and sea” Acts 4:24God which made heaven and earth and sea” Acts 4:24

“Behold their threats and grant unto thy servants that “Behold their threats and grant unto thy servants that 
with all boldness they may speak thy word” v29with all boldness they may speak thy word” v29with all boldness they may speak thy word” v29with all boldness they may speak thy word” v29

“The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul” v32“The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul” v32

By By stretching forthstretching forth (same Gk) thine hand to heal v30(same Gk) thine hand to heal v30

Christ's presence doesn’t keep the storm away, but 
he promises to be with us through the storm. In 
fact, we are far safer in a dangerous storm with 
Christ in our boat, than we will ever be on a calm sea 
without him.

And I saw as it were a sea of 
l i l d ith fi d th
And I saw as it were a sea of 
l i l d ith fi d thglass mingled with fire: and them 

that had gotten the victory over the 
beast, and over his image, and 
over his mark, and over the 

number of his name

glass mingled with fire: and them 
that had gotten the victory over the 

beast, and over his image, and 
over his mark, and over the 

number of his namenumber of his name… 

Rev 15:2

number of his name… 
stand on the sea of glass

Revelation 15:2
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