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PROBLEM - OPPRESSIVE SURROUNDINGS

Christ as - The Fowerywl Saviowr

The edgle 111es throngh Srorms While other birds Seek shelter
and animals run and Hide., VIIeh Just a Slight aqiustment o
his wings, the eagle can Yy almost motionless even in the fice
Of grear Winds. te uses the Strong winds of the storm o ljft
himself higher and higher until #e rnises above the clonds.
The eagle has no power to Stap 4 Storm,
out he Knows how 1o overcome without fear.
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i Jesu\ constral?]ed his dlsciph'si";—
get into a ship, and to go befoge him unto the
other side, whil¢ he sent :he multitudes away.

23 And wherhe had sent the multitudes away,
he went up into.a mountain apart to pray: and
when the evening was comé, he was there alone.

“We'went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there

intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, ™
minding himself to go afoot. (Act 20:13)

The Storms of Life

“There will be storms in our llves g:.gat or small,,' .
there cap be no storm too great for God to,gnel i i
The path is not always smooth eveniW -
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with Christ in the vessel, but we may' smile.a
storm, for our safety consists not in the absence™sf*
risk, but in having Christ with us to face the risk.

o\ 4
PRAY sala,.

“Strajghtway Jesus constrained his disciples” v22

PERSEVEREk-nery.,

“

‘Straightway Jesus spake unto them... take courage” v27

PARTICIPATE uppoy,

“Immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand” v31

The Storms of Life

The wind and the waves speak not
merely of hindrances to progress, but of
disturbing elements that suddenly rise
around us, breaking upon us as a cold
drenching spray, or as drowning seas
that beat upon us until there seems no
room for anything else. We are driven
about by strange and unexpected
events, that stir up fears and doubts.
We are not only suddenly pulled up and
pushed back, but sometimes it is so
dark we do not know what to do, or
where we may be driven.



Often from the deck of a v ~may be
seen some object or dark sp or the
flashing  gleaming  lights ““of .“the

phosphorescence, which strikes awe into
the hearts even of the mariners.

In the same way Christ is often mistaken
by us when he comes in a shape we do not
expect — in afflictions, bereavements and
other troubles; but if we only realised his
tender love, how much lighter the burden
of the sorrow would be!”

Pg 317 Lessons from Nature. Sis Alice Hopkins
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The Egyptian hieroglyphic
Jor “impossible.”
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The lesson is that
Peter needed to sink,
in order to take the
next step of faith in
Jesus. Walking on
water does not
necessarily increase
our faith, but sinking
certainly can!

At times we can appear to have the confidence to walk ;ﬁ‘—
the water. But having the courage through utter desperation
to reach out for Christ when we're up. to our neck apd
drowning in the waves and fighting the u,.flerce wind of

extreme personal trial shows a far, far supéarior faith!
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“Je_sus... caught him”’

EPI (intensjve) LAMBANO])

“To succour, rescue, take ossession"oi ize
“To lay hold of, to take hold of for a |
“To take hold upon in orderito 'hold or detain fo

Fight the good fight of;ém/z lay hold on étérnal life 1rﬁ 12,19
But Barnabas took him, and brought hinto the apostles, ands,
declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the pﬁay ‘Aot £ 9: 27
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The time was'#0 come when Jesus was
unavle to prysically extend a hand o 12sc
HiS disciple in the midst of a ternigle
personal Storm, but he wonld Save il oy a
compassionare 0ok /ﬂstmi/ “® 22:61)



CHNSE'S presence doesn’t Keep the Storm away, but

e promises to be With us throngh the stomm. In
act, we are far Safer iv a dangerons Storm with
“M,ﬁoﬁt than we W)gﬁver beon a cg/i;f

n(/zf//o”t .
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They lifted dp their voice with one &ecord, Lord thou art
Godl which made heaven and eafth and sea” Acts 4:24

PE!F . W nllﬁ-’il

“Behold their threa d grant urfto thy servants that
Wﬂ‘/l boldness thgy may speak thy word” v29

PARMCIPATE uos

9 l'lle mult}(ude igf them that believed were of one heart and 5
'T' . Iiy stfetching forth (same Gk) thine hand to heal v.
e 71 =

heaot aind oven his image,
wen his mank, and over

7/06/2013



7/06/2013

PROBLEM - OPPRESSIVE SURROVRDINGS
ENVIRONMENTAL DIFFICULTIES

o
“Immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand » Mat 14:22-33




