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J. ULLMAN pg. 20 “Expositor” 
!
“The brotherhood today is struggling to survive in probably the greatest era of gross 
materialism the world has ever known. The world produces (and offers attractively to 
potential customers) a wider range of goods and services than has ever been previously 
known. Paul’s simple yet profound words reflect his own attitude toward the world and all 
that it offers “Godliness with contentment is great gain… and having food and raiment let us 
be therewith content” (1 Tim 6v6-8) He mentions nothing of houses or luxuries. Were he 
writing today he would not mention, as necessities, motor cars, refrigerators, wall-to-wall 
carpets, washing machines, nor any of the countless other items we take for granted as 
being our “right” to possess in this modern age. Indeed we live in an era where the member 
of society “look for much.” Paul understood that the essentials of life were simple. Food and 
raiment. Nothing else. The ever-increasing desire to possess more worldly good 
encourages a hardening of the mind. How does such an environment encourage spiritual-
mindedness? How does it teach people to be totally dependant on Yahweh and His wise 
guidance? It does neither. On the contrary, present-day materialism is to be feared as one 
of the worlds most powerful weapons against the truth. In the days of Haggai the people 
finally had to learn to “Pause and consider”. What were they working for? What did they 
gain? Where was the evidence of their love for Yahweh and His word, as they madly chased 
higher incomes with little of worth to show for their efforts? There is a need for the 
brotherhood today to “Pause and consider” to realise that the influence of materialism can 
only draw minds away from Yahweh’s purpose in our lives. A constant vision of the Kingdom 
will help the brotherhood through these present times, not the tangible, materialistic aims 
and objectives of a godless world” 





“Before i was afflicted i went astray: But now have i kept thy 
word… It is good for me that I have been afflicted: That i might 
learn thy statutes… I know, O Yahweh, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me” 
!

PSA 119v67,71,75

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be 
weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one 
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives. It is for 
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. 
For what son is there whom his father does not discipline?” 
!

HEB 12v5-7 (ESV)

“Those whom i love, i reprove and discipline, so be zealous 
and repent”  

REV 3v19 (ESV)



1. THAT God divinely appointed their trials in life to 
make them turn to him 

2. THAT the trials they experienced were only the 
beginnings of far greater curses IF they 
remained disobedient and neglectful of God  

3. THAT great blessing that would be poured out 
upon the nation if they obeyed the “Voice of 
Yahweh”



PAGE 22  “Expositor” 
!
“What a grand experience it is when an appeal made to 
people finds a ready response! How Haggai must have 
been encouraged thereby! The governor Zerubbabel and 
the high priest Joshua immediately acted upon the Prophet 
Haggai’s exhortation and set a noble example before the 
people which they  quickly followed. Their motives for 
doing so were right, for “they feared before Yahweh” (v12), 
and in return experienced the divine blessing (v13). A spirit 
of exhilaration permeated all Judah. Enthusiasm had been 
engendered in the leaders and people, and thus 
encouraged they worked together vigorously in Yahweh’s 
cause”
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REVELATION 21 HAGGAI 1



LESSONS!
!
1. God often uses trials in our life to teach us and 

correct us. 
2. We need to view our difficult circumstances through 

spiritual glasses. 
3. There are great blessings for those who obey the 

“Voice of Yahweh”  
4. The “Eyes of Yahweh” are upon those who recognise 

their error and confess their sins! 
5. The “Eyes of Yahweh” are upon those Who fear Him  
6. The “Eyes of Yahweh” are upon the righteous, His 

ears are open to their cry, and He is ready to help in 
time of need
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