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Defeat and recovery
The battcie of Ail

What one soldier can undb...
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“Shall tribulation, di m,\tm}ble, suffering, hard
times?... In we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us” Rom 8:37
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Successful warfare'is a cdmm&l aztivi ot an individual task
“Wistlom mett%ﬂ?han weapons of war:

but one iinne/des ‘roys much good” Ecc 9:18

srael has sinned
Jos 7:1 BuCthe children of Israel cdmmitted a trespass in the accursed
thing: for Achan, the'son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of

the tribe of Judah, took e accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD

was kindl€d against the children of Israel.
srael hath sinned, 2nd they have also transgressed my

covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the
accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have
put it even among their own stuff.

Jos 7:12 Therefofe_the children of Israel could not stand before their
enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they were

accursed: neither will | be with you any more, except ye destroy the
accursed from among you.

Jos 7:16_So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought
srael by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken:
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, suﬂ’er with it; or one
smember be honoured,

- oy
‘all the members rejoice

with it*”’

i y, ar¢_one hody: so also is Christ.
/ by one Spirit are we all baptized intc one

body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether
wge be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink intc one Spirit.

14 For the body is not_one member, but many.



v26 ALL the members suifer..

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.
Be of the same mind one toward another. (Rom 12:15-16)

Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me

which suffer adversity, @
(Heb 13:3)

Achan’s connections!

1Chron 2:4 “the sons of Judah/Tamar, Married Rah.ab! (Mat 125)
Pharez and Zerah... Zabdi The person in the previous
7 Alidihe sons o1 carli % Achar, the troub({dE1 1 CTREN [E N

transgic hin the thing accursed.

8 And the s¢ f Ethan; Azariah.

9 The sons also of Hezron, that were bog "ito him; Jerahmeel,

and Ram, and Chelubai.

10 And Ram begat Amminadab; azf” Amminadab begat Nahshon,
prince of the children of Judah;

11 And Nahshon begat Salma, and Salma begat Boaz,

12 And Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse...”

'RAHAB - Canaanite ACHAN - Israelite

Gave up the things of Canaan Lusted after and stole the things of Canaan

Saved from destruction Given over to destruction

Saved others (her family) Destroyed his family and others

Married into tribe of Judah  Removed from the tribe of Judah

Related to Pharez Related to Zerah “kand drew back scarlet thread” Gen 38:29
Given a possession in the land Never achieved a possession in Canaan
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A noticeable exception. ..

Jos 6:2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Se€, | have given into thine hand ¥ericho,
and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour.

Jos 6:16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when.the.priestsblew with the
trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; fo€Yahweh hath given you the city,

Jos 7:14 In the morning therefore ye shallbe brought according to your tribes:
and it shall be, that the tribe which Yahweh taketh3hall come accordingto the
families thereof; and the family whiclCYahweh shall take®hall come by households;
and the household whiclYahweh shall take shall come man by man.

Jos 8:1 And Yahweh said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thoudismayed.take all
the people of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai: €eg, | have given into thy hand
the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land:

Jos 8:7_Thenye shallrise up from the ambush, and seize upon the city: for
Yahweh your God will deliver it iito your hand.

toward Ai; foelLwill give it into thine hand,And Joshua stretched out the spear that
he had in his hand toward the city.

Joshua, Conquest of Canaan, Central & Southern Campaigns

Gibeonite Cities:
Gibeon, Kephirah, Kiriath
Jearim, & Beeroth

¢,
Gibeon \
. L
Central Campaign

The Critical importance of
taking Ai and Bethel
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¢ “Assuming that Joshua sought a strateglc posmon, it ¢
" would not be to his advantage to\,remam in the Jordan *
" Valley. The hill country would'| rowde a secure base
that could not be reached by Egvptlan and Canaanite
_. chariotry. The reglon betﬂs n Shiloh and Jerusalem

e _L,_“_ “direct rd'ate into the highlands
ninated by a Canaanite stronghold.

been |dent|f|e thaled fron r

to the hWern roaJ Ie to lerusal‘m asite |
-~ thatlos aturally avouLunﬂl He' an adeq '
base from which to launch an att ack. Tl hern |

Shechem where there was a powerful confed

.~ - and the middle road to Bethel via Ai..
S s SR PR
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‘%" Th|s reglonwas a strateglc centre for control of the h|||
-m countrv to the north and to the soutg It is the reglon

7:2 And Joshua sent
men from Jericho to
Ai, which is beside
Bethaven, on the east

side of Bethel, and 1 walls of Jerusalem, Tasmania

saying, G
view the cob
the men wel
viewed Ai.

3 And they returned
to Joshua, and said
unto him, Let pag all
the people g @

let about two ® t- 2
thousand men

and smite Ai; an

make no

people t*
thither; fo

but few.

\
A’
700-800m ~~—._
600-700m o~ "~
4 So there we @
thither of the pedptt Al = Jericho (Tell es-Sultan)

about three thousand

TN
men: and they fled [ L —— iA’\/\A,J__,_\,_’
[ under 100m

before the men of Ai. s plan from A to B
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Not just strategic - SPIRITUAL
Gen 13:1 Abram wentdip out of Eqypth®, his wife and all

that he had...

3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to
Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the

beginning, between Bethe @

4 Unto the place of the altar, @&
which he had made there at thEir

Not just strategic - SPIRITUAL

Gen 12:4 So Abram departed, as Yahweh had spoken unto him;

and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years

old when he departed out of Haran.

6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of
Shechem, unto the oak of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in

the land.

unto Yahweh, who appeared uf

8 And he removed from thence;

east of Bethel, and pitched his tel * B, ‘
afid Ai on the east:>and there he b altar unto Yahweh,

and called upon the name of Yahwe




Ai is only small. Dow’t bother sending:all
the army — it’s a pushover. Two or three-|
thousandwould be'enough: Don’t'tire us’
all out too early! =~ :

“Let not all 20 up...”

A half-hearted battle — Sure signs of defeat!

Human Reticence - “Let not ALL go up” cp 8:3,4,5,11,13 — the importance
of communal effort by every individual is the only method for real success

Human Evaluation - “0nly 2-3,000” Deut 32:30 “One shall chase a
thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight... "’ — God is with us, why stress out
too much!

Human Apathy - “Not all labour” - They had been exhausted from the

continuous march around Jericho for a week (But why worn out? - the city fell
down due to God’s activity)

Human Indifference - “they are but few” - The enemy will be easily
defeated - it was not worth the extra effort! cp 8:25

Human Independence - No direction was sought from Yahweh cp 8:1
“And Yahweh said unto Joshua...”
“and they fled before the men of Ai...."

1/01/2016
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“The quickest Wd‘}y 0 ger

PACK ON Your [eet drter d
aerear s to get down on
your Knees”

Sinis serious hecause it is repuisive to God.
Hab 1:13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and cannot look on iniquity

Sinis serious to God hecause it desensitizes us spiritually.

7 John 1:8, If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

Sinis serious to God because it separates us from Godl.

Proverbs 15:29 — Yah is far from wicked, But He hears prayer of righteous.
Psalm 66:18 - If | regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.

Sinis serious hecause it hinders our walk with the Lord.

Isaiah 59:1-2 Your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your
sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”

1/01/2016
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Double Emphasis

1Cor 6:9_Know ve not that the unrighteous

shall not inherit the kingdom of God?>Be

not deceivea: fornicators,

idolaters, adulterers, effeminate,
abusers of themselves with mankind,

v10 thieves, covetous,
drunkards, revilers,-norextortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.

12
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6 Opportunities to repent

There were numerous opportunities for Achan to seek mercy...

v5 36 Families lost their husband/father - UNAFFECTED

v6 Joshua mourned all day long — SHRUGGED OFF

vi3 Public warning judgement was impending - INDIFFERENT
vi4 Had all night to act - DELAYED

vi6 Had opportunity to step forward - DENIAL

vi9 Joshua had to compel him to confess - DISCONNECTED

For God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil. Ecc 12:14

I have sinned

Joshua 7:21 When | saw among the
spoils a goodly Babylonish garment,
and two hundred shekeis of silver,
and a wedge of gold of fiity shekels:|
weight, then | coveted them, and =
took them; and, behold, they are hid]
in the earth inthe midst of my tent,
and the silver under it.

Gen 3:6° And when tiie woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was pieasant to the eyes, and a tree to
be desired to make one wise. she took of the fruit thereof,
and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and
he did eat.

13



“He that covers s

(conceals ESV)
his sins shall not
prosper: but
whoso confesses
and forsakes them
shall have mercy”

Proverbs 28:13

ROLEwyP== )
k»{,,,,s,gwh:

1/01/2016
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If thy brother, son, daughter, wife, or thy friend, entice thee secretly,
saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou,
nor thy fathers; Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about
you, nigh unto thee... Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto
him; neither shall thine eye pity him _neither chalt thau spare, neither
shalt thou conceal him... And_thou shalt stone him with stones, *hat he
die... And all Israel shall hear, and fear, ana snaii @6 no more any such
wickedness as this is among you. (Deut 13:6-11)

Whar's In your tent?

Deut’/525;26 Burn their idols. Do not desire the silver or g_old .
that is on them, and do not take it for yourselveSiyomdo
that will be fatal, because Yahweh hateSHtOiEns; J U et brie N
any.of these idols into your home CAIE;

" on you that,is on'them. (GNB) '

Ik 1 12.2 here is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed?
> ejtfier hid, that shall not be known

1Cor:4:5 The W,
pwill make manifest the

Heb 4:13: is nothing hidde God’s sight, but all
things are open and laid'bare of Him with whom

we have to do.”

15
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66 b b
and ALL Israel...
7:24 And Joshua, aith him, took Achan the son of Zerah

ORD said UMto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed:

4 And he commanded them, 54
city, even behind.the-sity: go not very far from the city, but &e

‘ at are with me, will approach unto

1 A ‘ even the people of war that were with him...

13 And whe €y had set the people, evt was on the

north of the cit

15 And Josh ‘ ade as if they were beaten before them, and
t

city...
24 ...until they were consumed, tha€all the Israelited returned unto Ai,

and smote.it with the edge of the sword.
and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on

Absolute obedien

Jos 7:24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him,
took Achan the son of Zerak:, and the silver,
and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and
his son<; and his daughters, and bis oxen,
and his asses, and bis sheeg. and his tent,
and all that he had: and they brought them
unto the valley of Achor.

Jos 22:20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass
in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of

Israel? and that man perished NOT ALONE in his iniquity.

16
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INTHE FUTURE AVALLEY OF HOPE

Isa 65:10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the.valley of Achor a place
for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.

Hos 2:15 And | will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of |
. Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth,
+ and as in the day when she came up out of the Iand of Egypt

DEFEAT - et Back Up!

Successful warfare is a communal activity not an individual task

“Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroys
much good” Ecc 9:18

Chpt 8 - A remarkable RECOVERY
A new beginning - The Promise

A new strategy - The Plan
A new victory - The Procedure
A new spirit - The Performance

A new covenant - The Participation

17



Belng aefeared Is often only a
rEmporiry Conaltion. .,
GIving wp makes I permanen?.

Marlin vos Savont

DEFEAT - et Back Up!

Ps 37:23,24 “The steps of a good man are ordered by
Yahweh and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he

shall not be utterly cast down: for Yahweh upholdeth him
with his hand.”

Prov 24:16 “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth

up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.”

“Even if good people fall “Do not judge me
seven times, they will get sz‘l suc]c;es;es,
juage me by now many
bac.k up. But yvhen trouble timeal foll do s
strikes the wicked, that's got back up again.”

the end Of them,” (CEV) Nelson Mandela

1/01/2016
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DISORIENTED

Deut 31:6,7 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not,
nor be afraid of them: for Yahweh thy God, he it is that
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the
sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for
thou must go with this people unto the land which Yahweh
hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt
cause them to inherit it.

paabush Foreg

v12
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A 2
Camp M v3,9 SR
(:;b

19



1/01/2016

AMBUSH FORGE OF
5:000)(8:12)]
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Joshna’s leadership
60ing hevond deieat

Jos 8:3 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai:
and Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of valour
9 lJoshua therefore sent them forth... but Joshua lodged that night
10 And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and numbered the people,
13 ...Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.
15 And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them
16 ... and they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away from the city.
18 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that is in thy hand toward Ai;
for 1 will give it into thine hand. And Joshua stretched out the spear
21 And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city
26 For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear
28 And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever,
29 ...Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree
30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount Ebal,
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