Rightly Dividing
the Word of Truth

With help from our early brethren
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Before the Son of God sent forth his apostles to
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom of his
name, “He opened their understanding that
they might understand the scriptures”.

If thou wouldst gain the knowledge of the
wisdom of God which is so inestimable, and
which is contained in the word which they
preached, thou must also be the subject of the
same illumination. This indispensable; for there
IS no obtaining of this commodity except
through the scriptures of truth.
) Elpis Israel
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Search the Scriptures with the
teachableness of a little child, and
thy labour will not be in vain. The
word, the word of the living God
alone, can meet the necessities of
the times.

John Thomas Elpis Israel
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J/ To the Bible, then, all must come at last if they .

would be truly wise in spiritual things. This is a

great truth which few of the sons of men have

learned to appreciate according to its importance.

A man may be a theologian profoundly skilled in
all questions of “divinity”; .... be able to speak all
languages of the nations; compute the distance
from orb to orb, and weigh the in the scales of
rigid calculation; he may know all science and be
able to solve all mysteries; but if, with all this, he
be ignorant of the “things of the spirit”; if he
know not the true meaning of the Bible; he
seemeth only to be wise, while he is, in fact, a
fool.
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JBelng the echo of no living sect, but the advocate only of \\§

what is written in the oracles of God, .... he has shown no

favour to the Heresies which destroy it, and therefore

expects none.

The author is free to admit his weakness and inferiority in

every respect that can be imagined. In one thing, however,

he feels strong , and armed at all points for a conflict with the

giants — he knows what is written in “the law and the

testimony”, and he understands the meaning of it.

If they undertake to review this work, they must put it through
the evolutions of the spirit; and if they enter into combat with
it, he would advise them to throw away their wooden swords,
and encounter it with the “two edged sword of the spirit,
which is the Word of God”; for no other weapon can do more
than raise the authors mirth. Elpis Israel
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Ye who denounce us for heresy, and before God accuse
us day and night, show us if you can what the truth is;
and if ye be able, prove it from the book of the blood
sprinkled covenant, and we will joyfully receive it, and
cooperate with you to the full extent of our ability in
making it known to the ends of the earth. But so long
as ye assert everything and prove nothing, but ...
contravene what we not only believe, but prove to be
the truth, we will give you no rest, but like Samuel of old

time, do our best to hew Agag in pieces.
Mystery Of the Covenant Pgll
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JMy mother, who was grieved and angered beyond \
measure at the change that had come over me, said |
would not get up so soon to read my Bible: but in this
she was mistaken, for the effect of Dr.Thomas’
writings, while causing me to lose all taste for the
religious literature which had for six months been my
sustenance, was to impart a keen interest in the Bible,
which before had been uninteresting to me, and to

lead me to its daily and early, and persevering perusal.

N\ Robert Roberts My days and my Ways
(%
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The most important proof may be found in the fact that
a careful reader who checks Dr Thomas’s exposition by
an examination of the Scriptures themselves, finds he
has the key that opens up the Bible.

Experience shows that such an one will continue
through life reading the Scriptures only to be more and

more confirmed that he has rightly understood them.

John Carter Faith in the Last Days p39
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Dr Thomas’s writings make his readers into
Bible students, who while retaining a lively

sense of indebtedness to him find confirmation

in their own independent study.

John Carter Faith in the Last Days p39
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Benefits to be gained from Pioneer books

» Gain valuable scriptural knowledge
e Learn how to compare scripture with scripture
* Learn how to be a careful reader

e Learn how to read the context

e Learn how the mind of the Spirit works in the
Word of Life, in themes.
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To rightly divide the word of Truth is, first to
study it without bias, or subjection to
uninspired authority, or antiquity. Attend to
what is written, as a child listens to a story.
Study history, and ask questions, and be
thankful for all the information you can get,
even if you have to pay for it. While you are
engaged in this pursuit, do not imagine that
you are a workman .... No; itis the result of
much time and labour to become adequately
proficient for a right division of the word.

Faith in the Last Days
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If there was one book more than any other that
shows the Christadelphian understanding of
the gospel revealed in the scriptures, then that
book is Elpis Israel.... It predated the coming
of the name “Christadelphian” by a decade
and a half, but sets out in alogical manner the
distinctive and fundamental beliefs that the
Brotherhood, all these years afterwards, still
upholds.

Book Review, Christadelphian magazine
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Jl'he Holy One in Isaiah ...

N

Isa 10:20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that
the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the
house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him
that smote them; but shall stay upon Yahweh, the Holy
One of Israel, in truth.

Isa 41:14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of
Israel; 1 will help thee, saith Yahweh, and thy redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel.

Isa 43:3 For | am Yahweh thy God, the Holy One of
Israel, thy Saviour: | gave Egypt for thy ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba for thee.
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The Holy One in Isaiah...
Isa 47:4 As for our redeemer, Yahweh of %
hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.

Isa 48:17 Thus saith Yahweh, thy Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel; | am Yahweh thy God
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth
thee by the way that thou shouldest go.

Isa 54:5 For thy Maker is thine husband,;
Yahweh of hosts is his name; and thy
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of
&\{he whole earth shall he be called.
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There was one eminent man of whom it was
testified that he “pleased God”. He “walked

with God” in the Way of the Tree of Life for

three hundred years after the birth of

Methuselah. His name is Enoch. The spirit of
prophecy was in him; and the gigantic

wickedness of the Antediluvians aroused him to
reprove their iniquity.

Elpis Israel pg 119
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Benefit of Grouping with others to Study

*Incentive/Motivation
*Fellowship, sharing together
*Assistance to understand the message

*Different minds pick up different things

*Binds together a group of Bible students,
help each other
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Before the Son of God sent forth his apostles to
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom of his
name, “He opened their understanding that
they might understand the scriptures”.

If thou wouldst gain the knowledge of the
wisdom of God which is so inestimable, and
which is contained in the word which they
preached, thou must also be the subject of the
same illumination. This indispensable; for there
IS no obtaining of this commodity except
through the scriptures of truth.
) Elpis Israel
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