Notes on Ezra 1 & Background

2 Sections in the Book of Ezra


Chapters 1-6 continue 2 Chron. 36:23

·  initial return from captivity

·  rebuilding of the temple


Chapters 7-10 involve Ezra himself

·  Ezra returns to work in the temple


· Solving the mixed marriages problem

Purpose of the Book of Ezra


1) God is faithful – He will restore Israel


2) God will build His house (both physical and spiritual)


3) Warning about mixed marriages

Reasons for the 70-year Captivity


1)  Idol worship was so integrated (Ezekiel 14:1-5)



(it worked! Idolatry abolished)


2)  God wanted to save a remnant 

     

(He had promised Abraham)


3)  United Judah and Israel again



(the power of adversity!)


4)  So the land could enjoy its Sabbaths


(Lev 26:43; 2 Chron 36:21)

Political Situation:  Looked Hopeless for Jews’ Return


Nabonidus king of Babylon – very religious – built temples for gods of other nations


Belshazzar (Nabonidus’ son) left in charge (Dan 5)


Nabonidus brought foreign gods to Babylon to protect it.



This really upset the Babylonian priests and people!


Cyrus entered Babylon without battle & liberated city 


Different Strategies:  Babylonians exiled people.  Persians left people and incorporated existing governments & people.


Similar situation to our day: No angelic visits, No spirit gifts – Yet God still working in the nations for His people!

Use of Hebrew and Aramaic in Ezra


Hebrew:  1:1 – 4:7

Aramaic: 4:8 – 6:18


Hebrew: 6:19 – 7:11
Aramaic: 7:12-26


Hebrew: 7:27 - end

Cyrus:  Called by God


Isa. 44:28  “my shepherd”
Isa. 45:1    “His anointed”

Jeremiah’s Prophecies about the 70 Years


Jer 25:11-14  after 70 years God will punish Babylon


Jer 29:10-14  after 70 years God will bring Jews back 



and give them a future with peace and hope

God Stirred up the Spirit 

Ex 35:21  LORD stirred up spirits and hearts of everyone to bring supplies for His tabernacle

Jer 51:11  LORD has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes against Babylon

Ezra 1:1  LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to make a decree

Ezra 1:5  God stirred up the spirits of heads of Judah and Benjamin, priests and Levites, to rebuild His house

Hag 1:14  LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, Joshua and all the remnant to go and work on His house

God Stirred up the Spirit of others Against His People 

1 Chron 5:26  God stirred up the spirit of Tiglath-Pileser to carry away the 2.5 tribes

2 Chron 21:16  LORD stirred up the spirit of  Philistines and Arabians against Jehoram  

2 Types of Service:


1) Return to Israel and build


2) Stay put – send money and supplies

Vessels of God’s House

1) Some taken by Nebuchadnezzar during Jehoiakim’s reign (2Chron 36:7) others taken at end of Zedekiah’s (2Kgs 25:14)

2) God promised he would bring them back (Jer 27:21-22)

3) Misused by Belshazzar (Dan 5:2-4)

4) Returned by Cyrus (Ezra 1:7)

God used the vessels of His house to represent the people in His house

Notes on Ezra 2:
All 12 Tribes Returned

Ezra 6:16-17  Sin offering at dedication of temple was 12 male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel

Ezra 8:35  Exiles returning with Ezra offered “12 bulls for all Israel” and 12  male goats for sin offering.

Mat 10:6; 15:24  Jesus and disciples sent to “lost sheep of house of Israel”

Appears that some from 10 tribes moved south early on and survived the captivity   (Josh 19:9; 1 Kg 12:17;     1 Chr 9:3; 2 Chr 11:3,13,16; 15:9)  

Levites: Not many returned. Only 74 out of 29,216 or 0.25%


Levites responsible to teach the truth!

1) Better educated

2) Used to higher standard of living – supplied money in Ezra 1

3) More easily integrated into Babylonian office

Freewill Offerings to God


To build the tabernacle (Ex 25:2; 35:21-29)



Gives it willingly with his heart (Ex 25:2)



All men & women whose hearts were willing (35:29)


To build Solomon’s temple (1 Chron 29:5,6,9,14,17)



People rejoiced … they offered willingly (v.9)


To rebuild the temple (Ezra 1:4; 1:6; 2:68-69)



According to their ability (Ezra 2:69)


To help the poor in Jerusalem (2 Cor 8 & 9)



Beyond their ability, they were freely willing (8:3)



Accepted according to what one has, not what he




 doesn’t have (8:12)



As a matter of generosity and not as a grudging 




obligation (9:5)



God loves a cheerful giver (9:7)

Notes on Ezra 3

Jeshua = Johsua “God is salvation” – High priest (Hag 1:1; Zech 3:1)

Jozadak – carried away into captivity by Neb (1 Chron 6:15)

Zerubbabel = “shoot of Babylon” (Yg)   


Should have been king now


Really son of Pedaiah (1 Chron 3:19), 



but counts as Shealtiel’s son 

Zerubabbel & Joshua - King & priest  



(took 2 to show both aspects of Christ)

Built the Altar (in fear) – Dedication first!


1) Altar – we need to dedicate our lives to God first


Living sacrifices in service to God (Rom 12:1)


2) Temple – We must continue daily in worship & 





service


1 Peter 2:5 – we are lively stones of temple


3) Walls – Build up our defenses against evil

Temple begins in 2nd year:






Cyrus

6 years






Cambyses
8 years




      Pseudo-Smerdis
few months






Darius

6 years   (6:15)




   Years to finish    =      20 years 

Levites 20 years old & up:


Originally 25 years old (Num 8:24)


David changed to 20 years (1 Chron 23:24)



Probably because no need to transport tabernacle



Implies they had access to David’s instructions

The People’s reaction:

   Younger – Shouted and praised (excited!)

   Older  -  Wept and disappointed


Hag 2:3-4      Is it not in your sight as nothing?


Zech 4:8-10  Who has despised the day of small 






things?

Notes on Ezra 4:  
Adversaries –   Samaritans (2 Kgs 17:24-28)


Days of Esarhaddon  (son of Sennacherib)



About 130 years ago!


worship God -  but idols too!  (2Kgs 17:29-33, 39-40)

1st Test!  Idol worship had caused the captivity!  Are the Jews ready to stand up to resist it????

Compromising Alliances with the World are Destructive


Lot – Political (Gen 19:1)    Sat in the gate at Sodom


Judah:  Business/economic (Gen 38)



Friends with Hirah the Adullamite


Jehoshaphat:  Marriage (2 Chr 18:1)



Married son (Jehoram) to Ahab’s daughter (Athaliah)



Military (2 Chr 18:3) war with Ahab against Syria



Economic (2 Chr 20:35-36)  built ships with Ahaziah 

People in  Heb 11 who made decisions by Faith:


Noah – built ark and endured laughing


Abraham – with Lot (land) & Isaac (sacrifice)


Moses - demanded Pharaoh let Israel go


Rahab – hiding spies, joining Israel

2nd Test:  Will they endure the pressure over time?

Note:  some take Ahasuerus to be Xerxes & Artaxerxes to be Longimanus (60 years later) to be after Darius and about building the walls in Nehemiah’s time, But  V.24 proves this is about the work on the temple – not the walls!

Ahasuerus = Cambyses (son of Cyrus)

Artaxerxes = Gomates (Pseudo-Smerdis)  

The Kings of Ezra 4

	Effect on Temple
	Name in 

Ezra 4
	Actual    

Name
	Reign

	Issued decree to build temple
	Cyrus
	Cyrus the Great
	9 years after decree

	Did not hinder the work
	Ahaseurus
	Cambyses II
	8 years

	Stopped work on temple
	Artaxerxes
	Gomates (Pseudo-Smerdis)
	7 months

	Encouraged work to finish
	Darius
	Darius Hystaspes (Darius the Great)
	36 years


Mighty kings:  David,  Solomon (?)




Menahem (2 Kings 15:16)




Josiah (2 Chron 34:6, 7;  35:18)

The Lies of the Samaritans


1) Jews are rebuilding the city, finishing the walls (v.12) 

          
[no mention of temple]

2)  Jews will not pay taxes, tribute (v. 13)


3)  Jerusalem is rebellious, harmful to kings, incited sedition - that’s the reason it was destroyed (v.15)


4) if city is finished, Persia will lose its dominion this side of  Euphrates (v.16)

The work stopped:  only for about 2 years.

Notes on Ezra 5: 
God stirred up the work again!   See Hag 1:14



Takes another 4 years to finish.

What had the people been doing?  Haggai tells us!


1) Claimed time not right (Hag 1:2)  not end of 70 years


2) Paneled their own homes (Hag 1:4)


3) Tried to improved their economic situation (Hag 1:6)

Coordinated Efforts of Haggai and Zechariah:  
Haggai – Exhorts & reprimands people for poor choices


Zechariah – all about Angels working behind the scenes, unseen!     Encourages:  reminds them Angels will help finish the temple!

Haggai’s Message: Consider How you have Fared!
 God had influenced their lives


1:6   Small harvest, not enough to eat or drink,  cold,  high inflation


1:11; 2:17   drought, blight, mildew on crops  


1:9   God blew it away!


1:8    Solution: Get involved in building temple! 


1:13  God’s assurance: “I am with you”.  

    


He stirred up the spirit of the people


1:14  Response:  they came and worked


2:1-9  Don’t worry this temple isn’t as good as former.  




It’s latter glory will be greater


2:10-14  Nation is unclean.  Much easier to learn wickedness than righteousness


2:15-23  God will bless Israel from now on because they involved again in God’s work of building

Zechariah:  Angels care & are involved behind the scene!


1:7-11  Angels on horses patrolling earth, bringing rest 
1:12  Angels ask God: how long until you have mercy?


2:1-5  Angels declare Jerusalem will be inhabited without any need of  walls – God will protect it


3:1-5  Joshua stands before angel who rebukes Satan.



 
Angel removes iniquity and clothes Joshua.


3:6-10  God will bring forth his servant “the Branch”.



   
7 eyes (angels) are watching over the capstone. 


4:9-10  rejoice to see plumbline in Zerubbabel’s hand

Eye of God on them:   Not visible to humans at this time!


2 Chron 16:9  Hanai to Asa  “eyes of Lord run to & fro throughout earth”


Zech 4:10  “eyes of the Lord which scan to and from throughout earth”.   God assures them Zerubbabel will finish building temple (v.9)


1 Pet 3:12
eyes of Lord are on righteous, His ears are open to their prayers 

Evidence that         Sheshbazzar      is        Zerubbabel


Governor:

     Ezra 5:14


Hag. 1:1


Laid Foundation:   Ezra 5:16


Zech 4:9

Notes on Ezra 6:
Achmetha  =  Ecbatana  (capital city of Cyrus)

    Summer home of Persian Kings.    Susa = winter home

Compare the decrees:  Ezra 1 (Heb)    Ezra 6 (Aramaic)

Yahweh Name

     yes

   
no


Size limits


      no


yes


Freewill offerings
     yes


no


Pay from Treasury
      no


yes

Look at what Angels accomplished behind the scenes:



V.6  Keep away

V.7  Let work alone



V.8  Pay the cost  (Satans of Ezra 4 paid in the end!)

Who is Artaxerxes?  

1) Most say Longimanus  (58 years after Hystaspes)


  But – Longimanus did not build temple


     Longimanus not even mentioned before this in Ezra

2) Other possibility = Darius Hystaspes


     Darius & Artaxerxes are titles like:    President,  

          
Prime Minister, King

Notes on Ezra 7:   

Artaxerxes – Probably Darius Hystaspes.  


Now 7th year (v.7)

Seraiah = chief priest killed in 2 Kings 25:18,21


So Ezra & Jehozadak (Jozadak) are brothers!




 Ezra is Jeshua’s Uncle!

Journey:  800-900 miles.  Took 4 months!  (v.8-9)

Proper Approach to Bible Study – requires preparation


1) Seek [“study”] (RSV, NASB) Heb word “to tread or frequent” (St)


2) Do it – Practice:  Not just an academic study


3) Teach – goal it is share God’s word with others!

Notes on Ezra 8:

Phinehas (Eleazar) & Ithamar = major families



Nadab & Abihu killed.

Made it to River Ahava in 9 days & stayed 3.

          
See 7:9  and  8:31

No Levites!  Same problem as in 2:40-42

V.17 Iddo = Zechariah’s Dad or Grandpa (5:1)

Casiphia = settlement village of Jews

V.18 Sherebiah = Faithful worker for Nehemiah 



  
See Neh 8:7;  9:4;  10:12;  12:24

V.19 Hashabiah:  mentioned in Neh 10:11  and  12:24

V.21 Fast to Humble:  Ezra’s start is Humility!


Contrast Nehemiah who brought army! (2:9)

Nehemiah was faithful too!  So there may be more than one good way to do a job!


Learn to be flexible in ecclesial life!

V.23 Isaiah 58 – purpose of fast:  neglect self & serve others!

V.31 12th Day of 1st Month:  still 3.5 month journey

V.34  Everything counted & weighed – 


 Lesson: good idea to safeguard ecclesial funds for everyone’s sake, especially if large amounts of money, or when others already are questioning.


Note:  not always this way. Josiah didn’t make workers account for money to fix temple in 2 Kings 22:7


Implies we need to use discression, not just a rule!

V.35  12 Bulls for all Israel:  Implies some from all 12 tribes back in land! 


Sin & Burnt offerings




1) confession of Sin




2) commitment to dedicate to God

Notes on Ezra 9

This incident provides an opportunity to see how other Godly people handled problems and prayerfully asked for God’s help to solve difficult situations

Similar to the 2nd altar the 2.5 tribes built in Josh 22 

Reuben, Gad & ½ Manasseh built “great, impressive” altar by Jordan, but on the West side!


First, 10 tribes gathered for war at Shiloh


Then Phinehas suggested sending 10 man delegation to inquire as to why the altar was built.


2.5 tribes explained reason.  Problem solved!

Not separated:  “Be you Holy, for I am Holy”  (Ex 22:31; Lev 11:4)


Clean/unclean.  God tried hard to impress people


Lev 20:24-26  I have separated you from the peoples


2 Cor 6:17 Come out from among them and be separate

Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians – not mentioned specifically in Dt 7:1.  So principle was extended to other nations not listed!

Ezra’s Approach to Mistakes:  
1)  Publicly acknowledge the issue is wrong and mistakes have been made  (9:3)

2)  Think about what we have done and the consequences of our mistakes  (9:4)
  

3)  Pray:  admit mistakes and ask for God’s mercy and help  (9:5-15)

4)  Consider possible plans to move forward to correct the mistake  (10:1-4)

5)  Implement the plan, trusting in God to bless the efforts  (10:5-44)

Fell on my knees:  before temple (10:1)

Prayer:  Note language is normal Hebrew.  Like Paul in N.T.

Notes on Ezra 10

Before the house of God:  See Solomon’s prayer  


1 Kg 8:30,35  “when they pray toward this place”

V.2  Shecaniah – His dad (Jehiel) has a foreign wife! (v.26)



Still willing to admit problem!

V.3  Put away – same word as in Deut 24:2.  Means divorce.

Note Paul’s counsel in 1 Cor 7


Vs 12-14    if unbeliever willing to stay, then stay together.


Who knows, maybe unbeliever will be won over


V 15   if unbeliever departs (not interested), let them go.




God has called us to peace!

2 Principles involved in the Law:  Possible they could conflict


1) Divorce permitted (Deut 24:2) 




Mat 19:8   because of hardness of hearts




Mal 2:16    “God hates divorce”


2) Separateness:  Holy to God (Deut 7:1-5)

Problems: If issue is big enough to destroy ecclesia, then must be solved.

  1) Although God hates divorce (Mal 2),  



Ezra 10 & Neh 10 – put away foreign wives

  2) Although meat strangled & offered to idols OK to eat,  Acts 15 Jerusalem conference agreed not to eat




For sake of unity of the ecclesial world!

Be strong and do it – from 1 Chr 28:10  David to Solomon

V.9  9th Month, 20th day – 4.5 months after Ezra’s arrival in Jer (7:9)

v.18-43    Total in list:    113 men






  4
  of High priest’s family






13  of other priests






10  Levites






86  common Israelites
