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Series Outline

1 - The Genesis Foundation Genesis 15:12-21

2 - Terror in Egypt Exodus 1

3 - The Birth of a Deliverer Exodus 2:1-9

4 - A Man Mighty in Word and Deed Exodus 2:10-15

5 - Alone in Midian Exodus 2:15-25

Goals: to realize that these stories are about real people with real 
struggles, and yet these struggles moulded and shaped the most humble 

man save the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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- Egypt’s Wrath and God’s Vengeance

did Israel forsake Yahweh and worship foreign gods?
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Before Slavery

During those 64 years, Israel began to worship Egyptian gods.

But why?

And how?

As we’ll see, there’s much more to their story before the slavery than 
we may have initially thought.

1 - Fruitful land 2 - Hybrid worship



A Fruitful Land



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10 “as the garden of Yahweh”



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10 “as the garden of Yahweh”

And, they were in the best part!



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10

Genesis 45:17-18

“as the garden of Yahweh”

And, they were in the best part!



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10

Genesis 45:17-18

“as the garden of Yahweh”

“eat the fat of the land”

And, they were in the best part!



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10

Genesis 45:17-18

“as the garden of Yahweh”

“eat the fat of the land”

And, they were in the best part!

Numbers 11:4-5



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10

Genesis 45:17-18

“as the garden of Yahweh”

“eat the fat of the land”

And, they were in the best part!

Numbers 11:4-5 “fish…leeks…onions…garlic”



A Fruitful Land

The Israelites were shepherds. 

Egypt was an extremely fruitful land.

Genesis 13:7-10

Genesis 45:17-18

“as the garden of Yahweh”

“eat the fat of the land”

And, they were in the best part!

Numbers 11:4-5 “fish…leeks…onions…garlic”

In Egypt, life was good for this nation of farmers!
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It was the perfect climate for breeding apathy.
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Yet, in the midst of all of this, Israel didn’t forget the promise!

Somehow, Pharaoh knew that they eventually expected to leave!
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Thus, he did whatever he could to destroy their deliverer!

Exodus 1:16
And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and 

see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a 
daughter, then she shall live.

Exodus 1:22
And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast 

into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.
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Expectancy
The Israelites had been waiting for their deliverer.

But why?

Genesis 15:13-14, 16
And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger 
in a land that is not their’s, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them 
four hundred years; and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: 
and afterward shall they come out with great substance...But in the fourth 
generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet full. 

There were two time indicators in God’s promise:

1 - the four hundred years

2 - the fourth generation
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During the time of Joseph Genesis 50:22-23

1st
2nd Joseph
3rd Ephraim
4th Next generation
5th Next generation
6th Next generation

Jacob1st
2nd Joseph
3rd Manasseh
4th Machir
5th Next generation

By the time of Exodus 1, there were probably few families who still had a 
fourth generation to come…

Genesis 50:24-26

Even during Joseph’s time, he had to remind the 
people not to lose faith in the promise!

Jacob
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Fourth Generation
And yet, Moses was a perfect fit.

Moses Exodus 6:16, 18, 20

Korah Exodus 6:16, 18, 21 Hur

1 Chronicles 2:3-5Jacob1st
2nd Judah
3rd Pharez
4th Hezron
5th Caleb
6th Hur

1 Chronicles 2:18-19

Exodus 31:2 7th Uri
8th Bezaleel

Joshua 1 Chronicles 7:22-27 the tenth generation

Zelophehad Numbers 26:29-33 the seventh generation

By the time that Moses delivered the people, everyone who was the 
fourth generation was gone!



Israel was in an awkward situation.



Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.



Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.

They bowed to the Egyptian gods, and yet still placed a semblance 
of faith in the God of their fathers.



Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.

They bowed to the Egyptian gods, and yet still placed a semblance 
of faith in the God of their fathers.

But, we’re in a similar situation.



Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.

They bowed to the Egyptian gods, and yet still placed a semblance 
of faith in the God of their fathers.

But, we’re in a similar situation.

1 - economic prosperity



Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.

They bowed to the Egyptian gods, and yet still placed a semblance 
of faith in the God of their fathers.

But, we’re in a similar situation.

1 - economic prosperity
2 - a society of tolerance and apathy



Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.
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Israel was in an awkward situation.

Essentially, they had a form of hybrid worship.

They bowed to the Egyptian gods, and yet still placed a semblance 
of faith in the God of their fathers.

But, we’re in a similar situation.

Colossians 3:5
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The Israelite nation was more than just a nation.

Consider some of the initial indications:

Exodus 1:7 “were fruitful…multiplied…and the land was filled with them”

פָּרָה H6509 רָבָה H7235 אֶרֶץ H776 מָלָא H4390

“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth” Genesis 1:28

Fruitful

Exodus 1:7
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Deut. 32:8

A new Creation
At Eden, God sought to establish a paradise where righteousness prevailed.

But, Adam and Eve fell from that ideal.

Nevertheless, in Exodus 1, we see God creating a new creation.

1 - Starting with 70 Genesis 10 Exodus 1:5

3 - A serpent-like adversary Genesis 3:1 Exodus 1:10

2 - Fruitful and multiply Genesis 1:28 Exodus 1:7, 12, 20

5 - Test of obedience Genesis 2:17 Numbers 14:11-12

6 - Punishment of death Genesis 3:19 Numbers 14:32
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Though Israel also failed, God’s would still fill the earth. Numbers 14:20-21

This time, with the true deliverer. 

Beginning of a new creation - Revelation 3:14
Starts with 70 disciples - Luke 10:1-2, 9

Fruitful and Multiply - Revelation 7:9-10, 14





This is the creation
offered to us!
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New Pharaoh

Exodus 1:8-10

- never given a name
- a new pharaoh––perhaps in contrast to God
- probably no regard for Joseph
- for some reason, he didn’t want the Jews to leave

1 - feared a rebellion?
2 - protection from Canaan









The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14

The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14 “multiplied”

The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14 “multiplied” Genesis 15:5

The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14

“afflict”

“multiplied” Genesis 15:5

The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14

“afflict” “serve”

“multiplied” Genesis 15:5

The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14

“afflict” “serve” Genesis 15:13

“multiplied” Genesis 15:5

The Promise



Exodus 1:11-14

“afflict” “serve” Genesis 15:13

“multiplied” Genesis 15:5

The Promise
Even in persecution,
God was working!
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The Midwives

Exodus 1:15-16

Pharaoh issued a decree similar to Herod’s.

Exodus 1:17-20

The midwives had Hebrew names, so they were probably Hebrews. 

Pharaoh went beyond his role of preventing assimilation.

Pharaoh’s plan was thwarted.

Exodus 1:19
And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are 
not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the 
midwives come in unto them. 



But was all of that a lie?
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2 - The Hebrews gave birth faster than any of the Egyptians!

“Some studies suggest that the fitness level of the mother can result in a 
shorter labor, fewer medical interventions, and less exhaustion during labor. 
Being in shape will not decrease the pain, but it definitely will help give you 
the endurance needed to get through labor.” http://americanpregnancy.org/
pregnancyhealth/effectsofexerciseonpreg.html
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occur when activity continues as late into the pregnancy as possible. 
Documented benefits include: reduced risk of premature labor and very 
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1 - They preyed upon the Egyptians’ fear of the Hebrews

2 - The Hebrews gave birth faster than any of the Egyptians!

3 - Because of that, they couldn’t make it look like an “accident"

“Some of the best outcomes associated with exercise during pregnancy 
occur when activity continues as late into the pregnancy as possible. 
Documented benefits include: reduced risk of premature labor and very 
small birth weights; substantially decreased need for operative intervention 
and pain management during labor; shorter labor, and less weight gain 
during pregnancy.” http://health.usnews.com/health-news/blogs/eat-run/
2012/10/29/myths-and-facts-exercising-while-pregnant

It would seem as though their defense was a blend between truth and 
unwillingness to follow the king.
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So, Pharaoh decided to accomplish his purpose using Egyptians.

Exodus 1:22

Imagine how this would have been.

- Guards roaming the streets
- Parents hiding children

- Hebrews forced to reveal them

Acts 7:18-19
Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. The same dealt subtilly with 
our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young 
children, to the end they might not live. 
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Into the River

So, Pharaoh decided to accomplish his purpose using Egyptians.

Exodus 1:22

Imagine how this would have been.

- Guards roaming the streets
- Parents hiding children

- Hebrews forced to reveal them

Acts 7:19 ESV
He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their 
infants, so that they would not be kept alive.
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Vengeance

This was something that our God would not forget.

While we often stray from vengeance, this is certainly God’s realm.

Isaiah 35:4 Isaiah 61:2 Because He loves his servants!

God’s vengeance on Egypt: Exodus 4:22-23 Exodus 11:4-5

He took what they had done and outdid it!

God’s vengeance for throwing the babies into the river : Exodus 14:27-28

“the sea” “there remained not so much as one of them”“host of Pharaoh”
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Our God doesn’t forget about the injustices done to His children.

We can take comfort knowing that the Ruler of all things truly cares for us.

Luke 18:7-8
And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

John 11:33-35


