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2 - Terror in Egypt Exodus 1

3 - The Birth of a Deliverer Exodus 2:1-9

4 - A Man Mighty in Word and Deed Exodus 2:10-15

5 - Alone in Midian Exodus 2:15-25

Goals: to realize that these stories are about real people with real 
struggles, and yet these struggles moulded and shaped the most humble 

man save the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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3 - The Birth of a Deliverer - Moses’s Family

- Born, Lost, and Rescued

Core:

Why:

True humility recognizes that all things revolve around the Lord.

- The Seed of the Woman

does the record omit names?

does the record focus on women?
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The Levites
Exodus 2:1 Moses was a Levite, through and through. 

Exodus 6:16, 18, 20 Great Grandfather Levi
Grandfather Kohath

Father Amram

Grandfather Levi
Mother Jochebed

Compared to the other tribes, there was something special about the Levites.
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Out of all of the tribes, this one was constantly living in faith.

Exodus 32:26-28 “Who is on Yahweh’s side?”

Numbers 14:27-29 “Which have murmured”

“all that were numbered”

Numbers 1:47-49

Why did God restrict His punishment in that way?
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Though these are just two isolated incidents, it would seem as though this 
was Levi’s general, overall outlook.

Deuteronomy 33:8-9 “observed thy word”

“kept thy covenant”

For Levi, God’s way was lifted up above anything else––even family!



Deuteronomy 33:9 NIV
He said of his father and mother, ‘I have no regard for them.’ He did not 
recognize his brothers or acknowledge his own children, but he watched 
over your word and guarded your covenant.



Deuteronomy 33:9 NASB
Who said of his father and his mother, 'I did not consider them'; And he 
did not acknowledge his brothers, Nor did he regard his own sons, For 
they observed Your word, And kept Your covenant.



Deuteronomy 33:9 ESV
Who said of his father and mother, 'I regard them not'; he disowned his 
brothers and ignored his children. For they observed your word and 
kept your covenant.
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A Faithful Family

God chose for His deliverer to come from Levi, a faithful tribe.

Yet even more, he also came from a faithful family.

While the rest of the nation was engaged in idolatry, Amram and Jochebed 
held to what was true.

It’s easy to see Jochebed’s faith.

But what about Amram? Exodus 3:6
Hebrews 11:23
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Also, consider the children’s names:

Miriam = “rebellion” perhaps an insight into their hope?

Aaron = “light-bringer” perhaps an insight into their hope?

This was a family that lived by the promises. 

It encapsulated who they were, even including their children’s names.

Thus, when they were confronted with the birth of another child…



Fair to God



A child was born…

Fair to God



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child”



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child” Hebrews 11:23



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child” Hebrews 11:23

Was he just “beautiful”?



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child” Hebrews 11:23

Was he just “beautiful”?

But what parents don’t think that their child is beautiful?



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child” Hebrews 11:23

Was he just “beautiful”?

But what parents don’t think that their child is beautiful?

And, God isn’t concerned with the outward appearance!



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child” Hebrews 11:23

Was he just “beautiful”?

But what parents don’t think that their child is beautiful?

And, God isn’t concerned with the outward appearance!

1 Samuel 16:7



A child was born…

Fair to God

Exodus 2:2 “a goodly child” Hebrews 11:23

Was he just “beautiful”?

But what parents don’t think that their child is beautiful?

And, God isn’t concerned with the outward appearance!

1 Samuel 16:7 Isaiah 53:2
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Acts 7:20
In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished 
up in his father’s house three months. 

“exceeding” = “theos” = God



Acts 7:20 YLT
In which time Moses was born, and he was fair to God, and he was 
brought up three months in the house of his father.



Acts 7:20 NKJV
At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he 
was brought up in his father's house for three months.
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Acts 7:20 ESV
At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in God's sight. And 
he was brought up for three months in his father's house.

Moses was fair to God.

But how could a baby be pleasing to God?
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Consider some parallels:

- There was a “son” born to deliver the new creation

- An evil king sought to kill all of the male Jewish babies
- The people were anticipating the coming of a deliverer

- But, the “son” was miraculously spared

With that in mind, perhaps there was another parallel.

Is it possible that Amram and Jochebed knew that Moses was pleasing 
to God because God had told them such?

“That child, out of dread of whose nativity the Egyptians have doomed the 
Israelite children to destruction, shall be this child of thine, and shall be 
concealed from those who watch to destroy him: and when he is brought 
up in a surprising way, he shall deliver the Hebrew nation from the distress 
they are under from the Egyptians.” The Antiquities of the Jews; Flavius 
Josephus translated by William Whiston; Book 2, Chapter 9, Section 3



Regardless, somehow Amram and Jochebed knew and were willing to risk 
everything to save their baby.



Into the River



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command!



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

1 - she put him in the “flags” or the reeds



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

1 - she put him in the “flags” or the reeds

2 - she put him in the place where Pharaoh’s daughter bathed



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

1 - she put him in the “flags” or the reeds

2 - she put him in the place where Pharaoh’s daughter bathed

3 - she had Miriam stay to watch



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

1 - she put him in the “flags” or the reeds

2 - she put him in the place where Pharaoh’s daughter bathed

3 - she had Miriam stay to watch

4 - when Pharaoh’s daughter came, Miriam had a plan



5 - Only someone close to Pharaoh would have any chance of breaking the 
command

Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

1 - she put him in the “flags” or the reeds

2 - she put him in the place where Pharaoh’s daughter bathed

3 - she had Miriam stay to watch

4 - when Pharaoh’s daughter came, Miriam had a plan



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out”



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” =



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” = “expounded”



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” = “expounded” always refers to preaching!



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” = “expounded” always refers to preaching!

Acts 11:4



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” = “expounded” always refers to preaching!

Acts 11:4 Acts 18:26



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” = “expounded” always refers to preaching!

Acts 11:4 Acts 18:26 Acts 28:23



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

Acts 7:21 - And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own son.

“cast out” = “expounded” always refers to preaching!

Acts 11:4 Acts 18:26 Acts 28:23

Each time the apostles “expounded,” they were deliberately trying to 
achieve a specific result.



Into the River

After three months, hiding became too difficult.

Exodus 2:3-4

Technically, she followed Pharaoh’s command! this wasn’t haphazard

“cast out” = “expounded” always refers to preaching!

Acts 11:4 Acts 18:26 Acts 28:23

Each time the apostles “expounded,” they were deliberately trying to 
achieve a specific result.

So it was with Amram, Jochebed, and Miriam.



To many people, this would have looked crazy.



To many people, this would have looked crazy.

But this is the essence of faith!



To many people, this would have looked crazy.

But this is the essence of faith!

They knew that God would provide.



To many people, this would have looked crazy.

But this is the essence of faith!

They knew that God would provide.

They didn’t know how.



To many people, this would have looked crazy.

But this is the essence of faith!

They knew that God would provide.

They didn’t know how.
But they would do their best and wait for God’s intervention.
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A Gift

Jochebed perhaps offered another prayer, put Moses in the river, then left 
Miriam to watch.

Exodus 2:5

Pharaoh’s daughter saw a basket, made of Nile reeds, and wanted to know 
what it contained.

Exodus 2:6

In God’s providence, Moses wept!

The princess’s heart was captured.

What would she have thought?

1 - she knew he was a Hebrew

2 - all the Hebrew boys were to be thrown into the river

3 - miraculously this one survived

Perhaps a gift from the gods?
And in fact, the Egyptian god of fertility just so happened to be the same 
as the god of the Nile!

4 - it survived in a basket made from the river itself

5 - and it appeared right where she came to wash (cp. Exodus 7:15)



“The Nile, so fundamental to the country’s well-being, did not play a very 
prominent part in the religious life of Egypt. The Egyptians took their 

world largely for granted and praised the gods for its good features. There 
was no name for the Nile, which was simply ‘the river’ (the word ‘Nile’ is 
not ancient Egyptian). The bringer of water and fertility was not the river 
but its inundation, called ‘Hapy’, who became a god.” “The Story of the 
Nile - Nile Gods”;  John Baines; http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/

egyptians/nile_01.shtml; Accessed June 18, 2013



“Hapi, in ancient Egyptian religion, personification of the annual inundation 
of the Nile River. Hapi was the most important among numerous 

personifications of aspects of natural fertility, and his dominance increased 
during Egyptian history.” “Hapi”; Encyclopedia Britannica Online; http://

www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/254689/Hapi; Accessed June 18, 2013



It would have seemed as though Hapy, the god of the Nile and fertility, had 
given her a gift!



And then, the workings of the “gods” were to become even more 
apparent to her.



Exodus 2:7
Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?

And then, the workings of the “gods” were to become even more 
apparent to her.
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Everything seemed to fit together so well.

And thus, the call went to Jochebed that she indeed would raise Moses.

- he would survive
- he would stay in their house for another few years

- she would be paid to take care of him!
- he would be raised as a prince over the Egyptians and Hebrews

Surely Moses’s family must have felt in awe of God’s providence.

It would have seemed as though everything was lining up for Moses’s work!
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Childhood
He would live with them until he was weaned.

We can imagine how they would have taught him everything they could!

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob Exodus 3:6

Suffering Messiah? Hebrews 11:26 “reproach of Christ”

The Hope (promises?) Hebrews 11:26 “the reward”

His role as deliverer Acts 7:24-25 “God by his hand”
This was what they were able to teach in just a few years!
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What an inspiring picture for parents––our children can absorb the truth!

We can’t underestimate them!
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It’s a symbolic story no names no men

- Israel oppressed by a foreign tyrant Exodus 1:8-11 Luke 2:1-3
- God told when the son would come Genesis 15:13-16 Daniel 9:25
- The people were in expectation Exodus 1:10 Luke 3:15
- An angel sent to the parents ? Matthew 1:20
- The king killed all of the male children Exodus 1:22 Matthew 2:16
- The “son” was saved from death Exodus 2:5-10 Matthew 2:14-15
- In youth, his mother taught him truth Acts 7:25 Psalm 22:9





This book is all about the Lord!



This book is all about the Lord!

Truly, what a privilege it is that we’ve been called to join his family.


