[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Screen shot 2010-04-23 at 4]Study 01
Tips and Ideas
For Reading the Psalms Effectively

Imagery 
· eg. Psalm 19
· Why does the Psalmist use it here? How does it enhance his message and thoughts?
· What is the intended meaning? Literal?

Repetition 
· eg. Psalm 121 (st.#8104); Psalm 24 (st.#5375);
· eg. Psalm 90 – synonyms for the idea of ‘time’; synonyms in Psalm 119
· eg. Psalm 145 – the word ‘all’ in vs. 9-12.
· What is being repeated? How does the repetition help in understanding what the Psalmist is conveying?
· If you didn’t notice the repetition, would the message change? Why?

Allusion & Echo
· eg. Psalm 22; Psalm 68:1
· What does this remind me of elsewhere in Scripture?
· Use your margin to check for direct quotes or general allusions.
· How does the N.T. use this Psalm?  
· Messianic? How does this change your view of the Psalm?

Structure & Pattern
· eg. Psalm 42
· The use of refrains and stanzas: a group of lines forming a basic recurring unit in a poem.
· Flow of thought; change in themes and emotions

Who is speaking & what about?
· eg. Psalm 2; Psalm 82
· Careful notice of change in speaker:  ‘I’; ‘my’; ‘you’; ‘us’.  Is it God, the Psalmist, his friends, his enemies?
· Who is speaking to whom, and why? Sudden changes? Does the Psalmist switch between talking to God, to others, and to himself?
· Switching of topics in the psalm?

Parallelism
· Meaning:  ‘the way in which a line of poetry (often half a verse) is paralleled by the line which follows.’ 
· Contrast or following similar thought?   eg. Psalm 13:3; 6:1
· Why is it used, and how does it help the message?
· Look for greater uses of this device – larger sections, etc.
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