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Beloved:believe-not-every spiritoh

the spirits whether they are of God

Beloved, let us love one another

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another.

ssRalationchinc??

So far in this epistle, John has discussed what our
relationship should be (or not be) in regards to:

God 1:5-6
C€hrist 2:3-4
The World 2:15

6l End*

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they ar cause many false

Beloved, let us love one another: Iove
and every one that loveth is borf
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Bullinger; “An opponent of Christ; that which sets itself in the
place of Christ, which appears as Christ in opposition to Christ."

"ANTICHRISTOS can mean either against Christ or instead of
Christ... Combining the two, 'one who, assuming the guise of

Christ opposes Christ." (Vine Expository Dictionary of NT)

"Antichrist" Means:
1. Against Christ In opposition to Christ

2. Instead of Christ | A counterfeit of Christ

Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my
name, saying / am Christ Luke 21:8

o1 John 2:18 ﬁN TICH Ris\,r

Antichrist already existed in John's time.

o1 John 2:22

Rejected the sonship of Christ and the
absolute supremacy of God.

o1 John 4:3
Rejected that Christ was a mortal being.

e2 John 7

Antichrist was a system of belief not just
a single individual.

e The word Antichrist occurs only
five times in 4 passages of our
Bible — ALL in John's epistle.

e Surprisingly it never occurs in the
book of Revelation!

el John 4:3-5
Rejected that Christ was a mortal being.
Introduced Trinitarian concepts
Doctrinally popular with the world

“"Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto
him that was able to save him from death.” Heb 5:7

“Forasmuch children partakers flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same...” Heb 2:14

“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made
of the seed of David according to the flesh Rom 1:3,4
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“AS you have heard” - Christ previous warned eg Mat 24 gr%’tar Jclr\ay\ 'tl\d

“Even now there are” - Existed in John’s day

“many antichrists” - Plural, many not just one person.
“‘Went ot from 43" - At one stage they were believers
“they were not of us” - Departed from the Truth

“Yenied the father and Son” - rejected the sonship of Christ

Tasus 5 not in the flesh” - Denied the mortality Christ, vA O R i ) -
aFrhming nr Ame
and later accepted trinity, Nicene, Athanasian creeds T‘, E ﬁ | .'T EA H‘, = ﬂ 'Wh"f\ .

\ =
“, ’ ” . |
now already in the worid” - Developing spread of error ‘Ta]‘@ wu’mg@{ l kav@ B olbne Hw #- YU/ A’“ ‘(055

“‘Many deceivers” - Religious system not a single individual

We are of God: he tha M od heareth us; he that is not
of God heareth not us. Here @ e the spirit of truth, and

the spirit of error.

Beloved, let us love one another: for |ove is of God; and every
one that loveth is born of God, lmb od.
He that loveth noot God;.for God is love.




Agape love is evidence of sonship (7)

Agape love is defined by God’s character (8) “w-‘_:

Agape love is illustrated by God’s love (9-1 1)2;"
Agape love is proof of fellowship with God (12§ 6)
Agape love provides assurance (17-19)

Agape love is fulfilling Christ’s command (20-21)

The highest level ot tove known to humanity - A Divine (not
natural),se crificial, compasﬁmate devotion and
unconditional com itment to imperfect, ldefectlve mdlv'

I‘a"

Agape means action not just'benign’ pas

first demonstrated by God; God showed I"s love towa

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. £bm

therefore seen in our responsiveness; You yourselves are tallgllt
d to love one another 1Thess 4:9.

Agape means involiement not a comfortable detacliinen’t:t-‘“g \
from the needs of others,— demonstrated by Christ /r 75:45"
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life

for his friends.
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The, highest level o1 tove known to.humanity - A Divine (not
natum. e rificial, compass‘a@ate devotion and
unconditional commitment to imperfect,{defective indi

|

Agape means s teadfast'l\l'o'vl‘ng-th _
undeserving and the unresponsive -ln 3:16 Fo ,oa'sa loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that ﬁlmso
elieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life!

means constructive, purposeful giving not 'bﬁéed on
lind sentimentalitjybut on knowledge; the knowledge qﬂ \
what is best for that individual. - /» 74:75 If ye love me; keep
my commandments. 1Fet 1:22 See that you love one another —
fervently with a pure heart

God IS loye

One of the great short,
affirmative statements about
the character of God. It’s so
important and so fundamental
John repeats it again in v16!

"\ rvo Broe wik DoLing, (o

Lt (o f DoLinoe b

dwelleth  aiso

“You haven’¥ been redeemed with silver and gold..
WE WItH PHE precions blood of Christ” 1Fer 1:18,19
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What dbes, it mean to \\F bve ohe anvther?

Mutcual humility

Be of the same mind (Rom 12:16)

Receive one another (Rom 15:7)

Have the same care for everyone (1Cor 12:25) -
Have compassion (1 Peter 3:8,9)

Be devoted (Rom 12:10)

Submit to one another (Eph 5:21)

Esteem others as better (Phil 2:3,4)

Live in peace (1Thess 5:12,13)

Bear with one another (Eph 4:1-3)

Forgive (Eph 4:31,32)

W lmﬁc a?w;, it mean to Tove one moﬂ«w? i

Mutual econsideration

Do not judge (Rom 14:13)
Do not speak evil of one another (Jam 4:11)
Do not murmur against (Jam 5:9)

Do not bite and devour one another (Gal 5: 14 15:).,_

Do not lie (Col 3:9)

%@Povw?. if (ol 5o loved us; |

e ougl*-*r also t [ove vne dhother 4|
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What Joes, it mean B I(ow, Dhe a,;n.nt!tar?
Mutual serviee

Serve one another (1Pet 4:10)

Bear one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2)

Be kind to each other (Eph 4:31,32)

Show hospitality (1Peter 4:9) -y
Confess to and pray for one another (Jam 5: 16) “‘v-l_'_
Mutcual ‘adi#iﬂ'ﬂ*%ﬁ :
Build up (Rom 14:19)

Admonish (Rom 15:14)

Exhort (Heb 3:12,13)

Teach through song (Col 3:16) s
Assemble and consider one another to stir up (Heb 10:24 25)

“Im him?

1:5 in him is no darkness at all.

2:4 whoso keepeth not his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

2:5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby
know we that we are in him.

2:6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk

2:8 which thing is true in him and in you

2:15 If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

2:27 ye shall abide in him.

2:28 And now, little children, abide in him

3:3 every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

3:5 in him is no sin.

3:6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not

3:15 ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

3:17 how dwelleth the love of God in him?

3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.

4:13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us

4:15 God dwelleth in him, and he in God.

4:16 God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

5:14 this is the confidence that we have in him

5:20 we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.



i o Ve s
~ v17 CONFIDENCE = Zay,. o ;5’
- VIS OPENNESS "y 4. . -
v19 APPRECIATION 4z _ 7S 2
v20 HONESTY
v21 ACCEPTANCE

CONFIDENCE in the love

2:28 Remain within him now, my
dear children, so that when he
appears we may have confidence,

instead of shrinking from him in
shame at his arrival. (Moffatt)

4:17 Our love will be manifested.in
all its perfection by our having
complete confidence on the day of
the Judgement; because just what He
is, we also are in the world. (Wey)

5:14 And this is the confidence
(same Gk) that we have in him, that,
if we ask any thing according to his
will, he hears us
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CONFIDENCE

Parrhesia (Thayer)

Freedom in speaking, '
unreservedness in speech. ‘
Openly, frankly, without concealment,

without ambiguity or circumlocution

“openness, free speaking, frankness, bluntness”

2Cor 3:12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use
great plainness of speech

Act 2:29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of
the patriarch David

Mk 8:32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took
him, and began to rebuke him.

FRANKNESS, OPENNESS

‘
%
L

Heb 4:16 Let us
therefore come bol¢
(meta parrhesia) u
the throne of grace
that we may obtair
mercy, and find ¢
help in time of.



18/05/2016

7 ERTICEI AVE
“IF A MAN SAY 1 love 609 an ates his brother, he is a

liar: for he that loves not his br@@her whom he can seen,
how can he love God M&n he i@th not seen?”” 1John 4:20
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The ability to see /atéﬂﬁd/ i others and look beyond
temporary fanlts and disappointments. We need to have the
Capacity o visualise each other in the Kingdom.
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Summary

It’s not just about™‘love” we need to “test the spirits.” So am |
studying the Bible so'l-caniintellectually evaluate Truth?

Do | truly believe God is great enough to overcome my obstacles
— or do | doubt His power? Are my problems bigger than God?

Do | appreciate the incredible depth of God’s love in giving His
“only begotten” Son for me?

Am | close enough to the Father so thatil will:be comfortable in
His love on the day of Judgment, that’s an astounding absolute!

| love my bro/sis andithis is practical proof of my love for God.

Liaht Love—Life

| Write phese FAINGS KNED HOK.., S0 FAAEHOKIMIY W Yout Have eren




