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Amos 6
V1: Woe to you who are at ease in Zion, and trust in Mount Samaria, notable 
persons in the chief nation, to whom the house of Israel comes!

V3: Woe to you who put far off the day of doom, who cause the seat of violence to 
come near;

V4: who lie on beds of ivory, stretch out on your couches, eat lambs from the flock 
and calves from the midst of the stall;

V5: who sing idly to the sound of stringed instruments, and invent for yourselves 
musical instruments like David;

V6: who drink wine from bowls, and anoint yourselves with the best ointments, . . 
but are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.”



V4: “Is it time for you yourselves 
to dwell in your paneled houses, 
and this temple to lie in ruins?”

V7: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: 

“Consider your ways!”

Haggai 1



Revelation 3:16-18
“So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
vomit you out of My mouth.

Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked—

I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be 
rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of 
your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye 

salve, that you may see.”



Amos 6
o were at ease, enjoyed luxuries
o put off the day

Haggai 1
o focused on their homes, neglected the ecclesia
o did not consider the way they were going

Revelation 3
o were wealthy, with need of nothing
o could not see their problems
o did not know the challenges that had arisen



Amos 6

Haggai 1

Revelation 3

Put off

Did not consider

Could not see



Image credit: AmazingFacts.org
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2019

Web 1.0 Web 2.0 Web 3.0 Web 4.0

Years 90s into 2000s 2000s to today 2015 and on ?

Dominant Trait Information Socialization Artificial Intelligence
Machines think 

for us

Prominent 
Examples

AOL.com
Altavista.com

Facebook
Twitter

Targeted Ads
YouTube recommends

Autonomous
Services

Replace . . . Libraries Social Gatherings Human Interaction Human Brain

Title Read-Only Web Read / Write Web Intelligent Web Symbiotic Web

Spiritual Threat Time wasting
Addictive Interaction

Exposure
Consuming Immersion
Social Deconstruction

Survival of 
Faith?



2019

Web 1.0 Web 2.0 Web 3.0 Web 4.0

Concern Not much Addictive Consuming Game Over

Lot . . . “Saw” “Chose” “Dwelt”
“Sitting in 

Gate”

Concern Not much Hooked Inevitable Game Over

Reference Gen. 13:10 Gen. 13:11 Gen. 13:12 Gen. 19:1







Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. Do you agree that the influx of technology and the 
Web are inescapable?  Or is there more we could do to 
avoid it like Abraham did Sodom?

2. If Abraham could see the threat of Sodom, why 
couldn’t Lot?  Why is it hard for us to see the problems 
in things we love?
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Idolatry

700 years Zedekiah

2 Chron. 15:8 – “And when Asa heard 
these words and the prophecy of Oded 
the prophet, he took courage, and 
removed the abominable idols from all 
the land of Judah and Benjamin and from 
the cities which he had taken in the 
mountains of Ephraim;”

2 Chron. 15:17 – “But the high 
places were not removed 
from Israel. Nevertheless the 
heart of Asa was loyal all his 
days.”



Idolatry

Take the place of God
Exodus 20:3 – “You shall have no other gods before Me.”

Gateway to worldliness
2 Kings 17:15– “they followed idols, became idolaters, 
and went after the nations who were all around 
them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them that 
they should not do like them.”

Difficult to extract from everywhere
Ezekiel 6:13 – “their idols all around their altars, on every 
high hill, on all the mountaintops, under every green 
tree, and under every thick oak, wherever they offered 
sweet incense to all their idols.”



Colossians 3:5
“Therefore put to death your members which 

are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and . . .

covetousness, which is idolatry.”



2019



2019

95%

45%



2019
3 aspects

1. Take Place of God

• What do we do first thing in the morning?
• What is the last thing we do at night?
• What do we check on the most?

• Where is the first place we go when 
bored/distressed/restless/sad?

• Where do we go when we are unsure?



2019
3 aspects

2. Gateway to Worldliness

Twitter is a “public square” – CEO Jack Dorsey, 2019



2019
3 aspects

3. Difficult to Extract
“According to Dr. Victoria L. Dunckley, “screen 
time—particularly the interactive kind—acts like 
a stimulant, not unlike caffeine, amphetamines, 
or cocaine.” The dopamine released by the 
stimulation of electronics hits children especially 
virulently because their cerebral cortexes simply 
aren’t developed enough for them to feel 
satisfied with small doses or to self-regulate.”

-Psychology Today, 2017



2019

Collaborative study 
from FSU and SDSU,
Clinical Psychological 
Science, 2018

Surveyed >500k teens



The Wisdom of God

Deut. 4:25-26:
“When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in 
the land, and act corruptly and make a carved image in the form of 
anything, and do evil in the sight of the Lord your God to provoke Him 
to anger, I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that 
you will soon utterly perish from the land which you cross over the 
Jordan to possess; you will not prolong your days in it, but will be 
utterly destroyed.”



The Wisdom of God

Deut. 4:40:
“You shall therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which 
I command you today, that it may go well with you and with your 
children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.”

Adults need to set the example!



Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. What has worked for you to minimize the addictive 
power of technology?

2. How do we help young people avoid idolatry via 
technology in an increasingly electronic world?
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Examples of Erosion on the Ecclesia

Jeroboam’s Idols

External Temptation

Prodigal Son
(Luke 15:13)

Pressure to Leave

Weariness in Malachi

Internal Mediocrity

Older Son
(Luke 15:29)

Pressure to Stagnate



Stirring up Engagement in the 
Ecclesia

Hebrews 10:23-25
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in 
order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Proactive encouragement!
Revelation 3:2

“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain,
that are ready to die”



2018











Over half the world uses the Internet: over 4 billion users

Online communities:



It’s up to us!

Ephesians 4:11-13
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the 

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,”



Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. What can we do to improve and support essential 
faith-building events in our community of believers?

2. How do we resist or shut off the 24x7 pull of online 
communities that separate us from the body of Christ?
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1 Peter 3:10
“He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit.”

Deut. 6:6-7
“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up.”



Malachi 2:7
“For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, and people should seek 
the law from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.”

Proverbs 8:7
“For my mouth will speak truth; wickedness is an abomination to my 
lips.”



James 3

V6: “And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity . . .”

V8: “But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison.”

Matthew 15:11

“Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the 
mouth, this defiles a man.”



Ephesians 4:29
“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is 
good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the 
hearers.”

Ephesians 4:15
“speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 
who is the head—Christ”



2019





#instagood #thestruggleisreal #winning #feelincute
#blessed #tbt #firstworldproblems

#travel
#selfie #sorrynotsorry #follow4follow #trump #puns

#nofilter #winnerwinnerchickendinner #foodie
#fashionista #election2020 #likeforlike #happy30
#instafood #canandabound #puppies
#cantstopwontstop

#pokemonrocks #squadgoals #alltheway
#whopreferstocommunicatelikethis #sunnydayonmyway #nohaters

#sliceoflife #mineallmine #mancrushmonday
#puremichigan #dontstopmenow #womancrushwednesday

#transformationtuesday #somebodylovesme
#annoying #thisisthedoomoftheenglishlanguage #instadaily
#catsoftwitter #onedirection #someonebringmefood #ontheoradagain

#humansofnewyork #cleaneating #literacyisunderattack
#yolo #fitspo #goodvibes #ootd #flashbackfriday

#yaaaaaaaasssss #orno #whywritelikethis







Application
1. Strive to use edifying speech instead of acronyms and 

text-speak
2. Utilize voice-to-voice or face-to-face whenever 

possible
3. Try to take your time and communicate in a spiritually 

beneficial manner
4. Stop using Memes and Vines



Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. How do we speak the truth in love in a world of 
digital communication and shrinking attention spans?

2. Specifically, what do you think about ceasing from 
using memes?
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1 Kings 12 - Chiasm

V1 V16“all Israel”

V2 V15“Jeroboam son of Nebat”

V3-4 V13-14“father made yoke grievous”
V5 V12

V6-7
Consults the 

old men

“come the third day”

V9-11
Consults the 
young men

V8
Rejects the 

elders’ advice



1 Timothy 5:17
“Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, 
especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.”

Deut. 32:7
“Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations.  Ask 
your father, and he will show you; your elders, and they will tell you.”

1 Peter 5:5
“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all 
of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, . . .”



2017 Nielsen study: Does new 
technology make my life easier?

Millenials: 74% yes
Gen X: 31% yes
Baby Boomers: 18% yes



2019

Preferred 
Medium

Can I Have Your 
____ ?

Grew up with 
____ ?

Baby Boomers Phone call & Paper Number Books

Gen X Phone call & E-Mail Number Books

Millenials Text & E-Mail
Number / E-Mail 

address / IM name
Computers

Gen Z Text & Apps Snapchat / Instagram Tablets



Applications
• Young people need to see past technology to the 

other aspects of life on which elders are experts

• We should facilitate more opportunities for elders 
and young people to engage in joint territory

• Elders should try to develop competency in 
technologies used by the ecclesia

• Young people should go out of their way to obtain 
guidance from respected elders



Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. What prevents young people from respecting and 
valuing the wisdom of elders? How do we overcome 
that?

2. How do we bridge the communication gap caused by 
technology?
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Psalm 48:13
“Mark well her bulwarks; consider her palaces; that you may tell it to the 
generation following.”

Psalm 71:18
“Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, do not forsake me, 
until I declare Your strength to this generation, your power to everyone 
who is to come.”

Psalm 102:18
“This will be written for the generation to come, that a people yet to be 
created may praise the Lord.



Psalm 78:1-7
“Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my 
mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 
which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will 
not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to come the 
praises of the Lord, and His strength and His wonderful works that He has 
done. For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that they should make them 
known to their children; that the generation to come might know them, 
the children who would be born, that they may arise and declare them 
to their children, that they may set their hope in God, and not forget the 
works of God, but keep His commandments;”



Teaching the next generation is critical!

Group Effort

2 Timothy 2:2 – “And the things that you have heard from me 
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will 

be able to teach others also.”



2019
Never been more difficult to capture a young person’s attention

$13 billion
$5 billion

$ ???

$2 billion -> $20 b



Young people are digital content carnivores!



Young people are digital content carnivores!



Young people are digital content carnivores!

2/3 under age 45



Teaching the next generation is critical!

1.   Try to turn off the screens and streaming services

2.   When we have their attention, it must be good!
• Exhortations must be crisp
• Bible classes must be worthwhile
• Regular teaching needed at home
• Visual, Auditory, and Kinesthetic!

3.  We need Christadelphian content in the digital space



Thousands 
of listens

1200+ listens

~100 per 
episode

~100 per week



Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. What things should our ecclesia do to take 
advantage of the precious time we have with an 
audience of young people?

A. Should our best teachers/exhorters speak more?
B. Should we have an all-ages M.I.C. to improve the quality of 

our all talks?
C. Are there other ways to improve our teaching quality?

2. Would you consider producing online spiritual 
content such as a podcast/journal/artwork/etc?
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2 Timothy 3
Last Days

Lovers of Selves

Boasters

Proud



2 Timothy 3
Last Days

Lovers of Selves

Boasters

Proud



Conclusion: Viewing selfies has a 
negative effect on self-esteem



2 Timothy 4
Time will come

Not endure sound doctrine

Own desires / Itching Ears

Heap up teachers
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2 Timothy 4
Time will come

Not endure sound doctrine

Own desires / Itching Ears

Heap up teachers



Jude 1
Have compassion

Make a distinction

Save with fear

Pulling out of the fire
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Jude 1
Have compassion

Make a distinction

Save with fear

Pulling out of the fire



Jude 1
Have compassion

Make a distinction

Save with fear

Pulling out of the fire









Abstract

In two nationally representative surveys of U.S. adolescents in grades 
8 through 12 (N = 506,820), adolescents’ depressive symptoms, 
suicide-related outcomes, and suicide rates increased between 2010 
and 2015, especially among females. Adolescents who spent more 
time on new media (including social media and electronic devices 
such as smartphones) were more likely to report mental health issues, 
and adolescents who spent more time on nonscreen activities 
(in-person social interaction, sports/exercise, homework, print media, 
and attending religious services) were less likely.



Conclusion: Negative experiences hurt more 
than positive experiences improve



Jude 1
Have compassion

Make a distinction

Save with fear

Pulling out of the fire





1 Corinthians 8
Liberty of yours

Stumblingblock to the weak

Shall the weak brother perish

You sin against Christ



Social Media Guidelines
• If you’re going to post, ask:

• How will this impact others?
• Will this cause growth or stumbling?

• If you’re going to share, ask:
• Is this sound doctrine?
• Is this “speaking the truth in love”?
• Is this sound doctrine?



Social Media Guidelines
• If you’re going to like, ask:

• Is this like approving of immoral behavior?
• Am I enabling a struggling addict?

• If you’re going to comment, ask:
• Will this soft answer turn away wrath?
• Is there a better medium to reach this person?



Social Media Guidelines
• Should a stranger and pilgrim post this?

• Philippians 3:20
• Hebrews 11:13-16



Discussion & Meditation Questions

1. How do we educate our young people about the 
pitfalls of social media?  At what age should they join?

2. How are we adults using social media?  Are we 
setting a good example?

3. Are we enjoying our luxuries, focused on our homes, 
and blind to the problems technology is causing?


