
Esther – Queen of Destiny
Whatshan Lake 2019 Bible Marking Notes – Bro Nathan Lewis - Study 1

BACKGROUND: Set in Persia in the reign of Xerxes I (486-465BC). (See “Who was Ahasuerus?) There is no mention of prayer, religious practice or even God in the book (like Song of Solomon) because this book is all about Providence - the work of a mighty but unseen hand! (Deut 31v16-18, Isa 45v15-17). But God’s name does appear acrostically four times (twice forwards, and twice backwards) in Esther:
· 1v20 “All the wives shall give” (to their husbands honour)
· 5v4 “Let the King and Haman come…”
· 5v13 “Yet all this availeth me nothing”
· 7v7 (Haman saw) “that there was evil determined against him” (by the King)
“God is known more by His virtues, than by open manifestation” Comp Bible (Appendix 60) 
BANNER AND THEME TO BOOK: Num23v23 and Rom 8v28

1v1-8 – The Great Banquet of the King
The feast put on by Ahasuerus in Esther One in type is what God had already done with the nation in constituting them a Kingdom of priests in Sinai

	The Grand Feast of Esther 1
	The Grand Feast of Exodus and Leviticus

	(1) Ahasuerus holds a banquet to celebrate the newness of his kingdom, fresh from Egypt! v3
	(1) God has just brought Israel out of Egypt and constituted them a kingdom! Exod 19v1-6

	(2) First banquet was for all the nobility and aristocracy (“nobles and princes”) in Shushan the Palace v3
	(2) First banquet was for all the aristocracy and skilled chosen men (“the elders of Israel”) in Sinai (God’s palace!) Exod 24v1,9

	(3) They were “before him” (Lit – “saw his face!”) v3 Very rare event – Cp 1v14
	(3) They “saw the God of Israel and did eat and drink”! Exod 24v10,11

	(4) First banquet lasted 180 days v4 (rotating army chiefs to keep the perimeter of the empire secure!!!)
	(4) There followed a period of building the Tabernacle for 180 days Exod 19v1, 24v18, 34v28, 40v2,17

	(5) During the 180 days Ahasuerus showed them the “riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty” v4
	(5) During these 6 months God showed Israel the “honour and the majesty” that was “in his sanctuary” Psalm 96v6, 145v11-13

	(6) Second banquet for all the common people for 7 days v5
	(6) Second banquet for all the congregation – the 7 day consecration of the sons of Aaron Lev 8v3, 33, 9v5

	(7) 7 day feast held in a tent (“hangings”, Lit – “awning”) v6
	(7) 7 day feast held in Tabernacle (tent)! Exod 35v11

	(8) Colors of tent were “blue”, “purple” and 
white “fine linen” v6 
	(8) Only other occurrence of these three colours in Bible is the Tabernacle!! Exod 25v4, 28v5-6, 35v6, 23, 25, 35, 38v23, 39v3 

	(9) The hangings are held up by pillars, cords and silver rings v6
	(9) The Tabernacle possessed pillars, cords and silver rings! Exod 35v17, 39v40

	(10) There is a “pavement” of different colored stone v6 
	(10) There was a “paved work of sapphire stone” Exod 24v10

	(11) There were many “vessels of gold” all diverse from one another v7
	(11) In the new Kingdom at Sinai, there were many diverse people (or vessels Ezra 8v28, II Tim 2v20-21) but all formed by faith! Heb 11v29

	(12) Drinking was “according to the law”, but “none did compel” v8 (Paradox!)
	(12) The people at Mt Sinai volunteered their obedience – “All that Yahweh hath said will we do and be obedient!” Exod 24v7


Esther – Queen of Destiny
Whatshan Lake 2019 Bible Marking Notes – Bro Nathan Lewis - Study 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]
BACKGROUND: Set in Persia in the reign of Xerxes I (486-465BC). (See “Who was Ahasuerus?) There is no mention of prayer, religious practice or even God in the book (like Song of Solomon) because this book is all about Providence - the work of a mighty but unseen hand! (Deut 31v16-18, Isa 45v15-17). But God’s name does appear acrostically four times (twice forwards, and twice backwards) in Esther:
· 1v20 “All the wives shall give” (to their husbands honour)
· 5v4 “Let the King and Haman come…”
· 5v13 “Yet all this availeth me nothing”
· 7v7 (Haman saw) “that there was evil determined against him” (by the King)
“God is known more by His virtues, than by open manifestation” Comp Bible (Appendix 60) 
BANNER AND THEME TO BOOK: Num23v23 and Rom 8v28

1v1-8 – The Great Banquet of the King
The feast put on by Ahasuerus in Esther One in type is what God had already done with the nation in constituting them a Kingdom of priests in Sinai

	The Grand Feast of Esther 1
	The Grand Feast of Exodus and Leviticus

	(1) Ahasuerus holds a banquet to celebrate the newness of his kingdom, fresh from Egypt! v3
	(1) God has just brought Israel out of Egypt and constituted them a kingdom! Exod 19v1-6

	(2) First banquet was for all the nobility and aristocracy (“nobles and princes”) in Shushan the Palace v3
	(2) First banquet was for all the aristocracy and skilled chosen men (“the elders of Israel”) in Sinai (God’s palace!) Exod 24v1,9

	(3) They were “before him” (Lit – “saw his face!”) v3 Very rare event – Cp 1v14
	(3) They “saw the God of Israel and did eat and drink”! Exod 24v10,11

	(4) First banquet lasted 180 days v4 (rotating army chiefs to keep the perimeter of the empire secure!!!)
	(4) There followed a period of building the Tabernacle for 180 days Exod 19v1, 24v18, 34v28, 40v2,17

	(5) During the 180 days Ahasuerus showed them the “riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty” v4
	(5) During these 6 months God showed Israel the “honour and the majesty” that was “in his sanctuary” Psalm 96v6, 145v11-13

	(6) Second banquet for all the common people for 7 days v5
	(6) Second banquet for all the congregation – the 7 day consecration of the sons of Aaron Lev 8v3, 33, 9v5

	(7) 7 day feast held in a tent (“hangings”, Lit – “awning”) v6
	(7) 7 day feast held in Tabernacle (tent)! Exod 35v11

	(8) Colors of tent were “blue”, “purple” and 
white “fine linen” v6 
	(8) Only other occurrence of these three colours in Bible is the Tabernacle!! Exod 25v4, 28v5-6, 35v6, 23, 25, 35, 38v23, 39v3 

	(9) The hangings are held up by pillars, cords and silver rings v6
	(9) The Tabernacle possessed pillars, cords and silver rings! Exod 35v17, 39v40

	(10) There is a “pavement” of different colored stone v6 
	(10) There was a “paved work of sapphire stone” Exod 24v10

	(11) There were many “vessels of gold” all diverse from one another v7
	(11) In the new Kingdom at Sinai, there were many diverse people (or vessels Ezra 8v28, II Tim 2v20-21) but all formed by faith! Heb 11v29

	(12) Drinking was “according to the law”, but “none did compel” v8 (Paradox!)
	(12) The people at Mt Sinai volunteered their obedience – “All that Yahweh hath said will we do and be obedient!” Exod 24v7


1v9-12 – The Disobedience of Queen Vashti
We are not told why Vashti did not come, but to the King and wise men it was clearly:
· a blatant act of rebellion (v15), 
· an act that despised – Lit “trampled under foot” the bond of marriage (v17)
· a deliberate act of contempt (v18)
· a calculated act of dishonour (v20)
· a flagrant act of disregard for the King’s authority (v22)
· an act that pleased not the king (2v4)
Vashti is a clear type of the nation of Israel (Israel after the flesh) who blatantly rebelled against God’s commandments and flagrantly disregarded His laws
	The disobedience of Vashti
	The disobedience of Israel

	Vashti was the King’s first wife v9
	Israel was clearly God’s first wife Isa 54v5, Jer 31v32)“I was an husband unto them”

	Vashti known for her beauty v11
	Israel was “exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a Kingdom, and thy renown went forth among the heathen for their beauty: for it was perfect through thy comeliness which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God” Ezek 16v8-14

	Vashti was supposed to be the perfect reflection of her lord the king to all the nobles and princes Psalm 45v11, Isa 33v17
	God expected Israel to be a reflection of Him to all the nations Exod 19v5-6, Deut 7v6. Isaiah 43v7 says– “I have created him for my glory!”

	Ahasuerus sent to fetch her after a feast of 187 days v10 to show off her reflected glory
	After 187 days, the priesthood was to be consecrated as the crowning glory of God’s Kingdom of priests (Lev 9v6 – The glory of Yahweh shall appear unto you”)

	Vashti refused to come v12

	The sons of Aaron – Nadab and Abihu (as types of the whole nation down through time) refused to accept God’s goodness and clearly rebelled against God and offered strange fire “which he commanded them not” Lev 10v1. Down through time the nation refused to obey God’s requests Jer 13v11, Luke 14v15-24, Matt 22v4-8

	Ahasuerus was very wroth and his anger burned within him v12
	God’s fiery wroth Lev 10v6 and anger flashed out and burned up Nadab and Abihu because they refused to obey God’s commandments Lev 10v2-3 and down through time Israel would be punished with God’s wroth II Chron 34v25, 36v16, Deut 29v28, Jer 32v37, Isa 30v27, Matt22v7


The nation of Israel was infamous for their disobedience (Josh 5v7, I Sam 8v19, Isa 42v24, Jer 22v21) despite their firm statement that “all that Yahweh hath said we will do and be obedient!” (Exod 24v7)!

1v13-22 – The King’s Solution
v13 - “Wise men” = Angels who are in control of the times (Dan 2v21) and who always behold the face of God (Matt18v10)
v17 – “This deed” - Vashti need to be punished on the basis of “greater priviledges bring greater responsibilities (Luke 12v47-48, James 4v17)
v19 – “let the King give her royal estate unto another that is better than she” – An obvious allusion to I Sam 15v28 which establishes the type of Vashti as a type of natural Israel (also typed by King Saul in contrast with David). Picked up and alluded to by Christ in Matt 21v43 and applied to the nation also, and this statement is followed by an invitation to a wedding (Matt 22v1-10) which is clearly based on Esther 2v1-4! This establishes Esther as the Gentile bride by faith and obedience in the story.
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