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5v1-5 – The Entrance of the Queen
v1 - “On the third day” – This is the last day of Mordecai’s fast.  
v1 - “put on the royal apparel” – Lit – “Put on royal”. “King” and “royal” mentioned 6x in this one verse alone! She was coming before him as a perfect reflection of himself! She fitted in perfectly to this royal scene as she herself was “polished like the model of a palace”! (Psalm 144v12). The very antithesis of Vashti! She wants to manifest God! Comes with boldness into the Most Holy in type through the blood of the dead Mordecai! (Heb 10v19-22)
v2 – “the golden sceptre” – The sceptre is known to symbolize kingship and authority (Gen 49v10), power and justice (Num 24v17) and righteousness and permanence (Psalm 45v6, Heb 1v8) and is an extension of God’s “stretched out arm” (Deut 4v34,5v15,7v19,11v2, I Kings 8v42, II Chron 6v32, Psalm 136v12, Jer 32v21, Ezek 20v33-34). The Persian Kings always had them nearby as life and death depended on it’s use!
v2 – “drew near” – She had made herself ready! (Lev 10v3)
v2 – “top” – Heb – “Rosh”! She was associating herself with him as her head, ruler and Lord (Psalm 45v11) Up until now this has all happened in silence! The King knows the gravity of coming in unannounced and that Esther was risking her life, but he knows her - Been married for 5 years! 
v3 – “What wilt thou?” – Roth – “What aileth thee? – Like Nehemiah (Neh 2v6) she maybe looked visibly shaken
v3 – “to the half of the Kingdom” – Repeated 3x! – 5v3,6, 7v2) The King is anxious to share the Kingdom with us – we are “joint heirs”! (Rom 8v17). Really a colloquial expression to express sharing everything! (John 16v23). The only other time this expression is used is in Mark 6v23, and one can imagine Esther choking back the words – “The head of Haman the Agagite on a charger”!
v4 – “this day” – Third day since Passover day – Feast of Unleavened Bread and a time for purging our the leaven of “malice and wickedness” (I Cor 5v8) that was right under the King’s nose! Risking her life to invite him just to a meal would certainly had piqued his interest!
v5 – “make haste” – From this moment on, the King will “hasten” Haman’s demise (6v10,12,14)!

5v6-8 – The First Banquet of wine
v6 – “banquet of wine” – The bitter wine of God’s fury! (Isa 51v22-23, Rev 14v10,16v19) Now the cup of trembling is about to be put into the hand of him who had wanted all to “bow down” to him!
v8 – “I will do tomorrow” – This was never going to be the time when Esther would reveal her hand – Mordecai and the rest of the Jews were still fasting and preparing! (4v16) This feast was to ascertain the King’s mood and emotions and his relationship with Haman and give the King opportunity to see the stark contrast between Haman and herself. Esther not eating would further stir the King’s curiosity!

5v9-14 – Haman’s boasting and bitterness
v9 – “stood not up” – Before Mordecai didn't bow or give him reverence (3v2), now he doesn't even twitch a muscle! Lit – “tremble” Symbolically still dead in in 3 days and 3 nights fast in the grave! “Stood up” is language of resurrection!
v9 – “full of indignation” – Wrath (3v5) gives way to indignation! He hates Mordecai’s shadow!
v10 – “refrained himself” – Like the perfectly drilled public servant the inward rage was choked down, as he thought of his sweet revenge in 11 months time!
v10 – “Zeresh” – Persian name – “Gold”. She loved the wages of unrighteousness?! (II Pet 2v15). This is like Lamech boasting to his wives!
v11 – “told them” – Lit – “recounted” –Probably heard the same story every night! Reads like comedy! There is scarcely a bigger ego in the Bible! Proclaiming his own goodness (Prov 20v6). God is showing us how hideous and ridiculous Sin is in our lives!
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5v9-14 – Haman’s boasting and bitterness
v9 – “stood not up” – Before Mordecai didn't bow or give him reverence (3v2), now he doesn't even twitch a muscle! Lit – “tremble” Symbolically still dead in in 3 days and 3 nights fast in the grave! “Stood up” is language of resurrection!
v9 – “full of indignation” – Wrath (3v5) gives way to indignation! He hates Mordecai’s shadow!
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v11 – “told them” – Lit – “recounted” –Probably heard the same story every night! Reads like comedy! There is scarcely a bigger ego in the Bible! Proclaiming his own goodness (Prov 20v6). God is showing us how hideous and ridiculous Sin is in our lives!
v11-13 – “but myself” – v11-13 illustrates the hallmarks of Pride – (a) 100% selfish – “his, his, him, him, but myself, I” – Opposite of I Cor 13v4-7! (b) Delights not so much in the inclusion of self but the exclusion of others! (c) Can never make you happy (d) Inevitably ends in hate! From wrath (3v5) to indignation (5v9) and now to hate! Sin is never happy while even one righteous man is still standing! 
v14 – “Let a gallows be made” – If Haman really did have all this influence with the King, then why wait for 11 months? Expedite matters tomorrow! “What thou doest, do quickly”! (John 13v27) Lit – “A tree” – LXX uses the same word as Acts 5v30 to describe the cross! That night as Esther prayed for deliverance, her prayers were being answered as she asked them!
v14 – “tomorrow” – The ultimate fool! “…eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow Mordecai will die!”

6v1-11 – The King’s sleepless night and Mordecai honoured
v1 – “that night” – The last night of Mordecai’s 3 day/3 night fast! This is the God who “keeps Israel and who slumbers not nor sleeps”! (Psalm 121v4) Like Darius (Dan 6v18) he could not rest while his servant lay incarcerated!
v1 – “the book of records of the chronicles” – Doesn’t call for entertainment or music (Dan 6v18). God also keeps a history book (Psalm 139v16)
v2 – “keepers of the door” – Mordecai had intervened to save the King from treachery right under his nose! – These Kings were experts in privacy and security (1v14)! Breach of his impregnability!
v3– “what honour and dignity” – Heb – “gdoolah” –Always translated “greatness” apart from 1v4 (“majesty”) to describe Ahasuerus, and always a term used to describe God! (eg: I Chron 29v11). Now God’s greatness is being passed onto Mordecai (10v3)! In type, our actions are all recorded but we will receive the reward at some later stage determined by the King! 
v3 – “King’s servants” – Instantly the angels respond! Nothing! To the man that saved the Empire!
v4 – “Who is in the court?” – Early on the resurrection morning, Haman (as King Sin) is there to gloat and crow in triumph over the forgotten body of God’s faithful servant (Mordecai still fasting and typically dead for 3 days), and the King asks the same question as the women ask when they arrive at the tomb at daybreak (John 20v1, Luke 24v1, Mark 16v2) – “Who will roll away the stone?” – Who will reveal this forgotten man in all his greatness?! 
v5 – “Haman standeth in the court ” – Record slowing down so we can savour the drama!
v6 – “What shall be done” – The King gives Haman no time to press his case or put his request! This is split second impeccable timing! And the “man” in unnamed! Poetic justice (3v8!)
v6 – “thought in his heart” – The seat of all wicked emotions (Jer 17v9) Distracted because if there was one thing that meant more to him than Mordecai’s destruction it was his own elevation! 
v7 – “delighteth to honour” - “Honour” mentioned 7x in this record and Prov 18v12 says – “Before honour is humility”!
v8 – “the royal apparel” – Haman is transparent in his ambition! Normally this request would be viewed as a clear attempt to take the throne! (I Kings 1v33, Gen 41v43) Brazen and audacious!
v9 – “street of the city” – Right past Mordecai! Couldn’t resist the opportunity to gloat!
v10 – “do even so to Mordecai the Jew” – One of the most priceless moments in the Bible! Not only was Mordecai elevated, but Haman was abased! (Luke 14v8-9). This is an incipient fulfillment of the overthrow of Sin – a shadow of what was to come!
v11 – “Then took Haman” – Difference between the two men highlighted! Mordecai would rather have died than herald Haman through the city! Mordecai’s experience is Isa 61v2-3!
v11 – “proclaimed before him” – If 1v14 implies that the King was a very secluded person, then who would the city have perceived Mordecai to be but the King himself! 

6v12-14 – Haman’s ignominy and downfall predicted

v12 – “Mordecai came again” – Like Christ who was similarly paraded through the streets (Matt 21v1-10), he was more concerned about his people’s fate (Matt 23v37)
v12 – “mourning, and having his head covered” – Reversal of 4v1! Incipient fulfillment on 7v8! Head covered because he could never manifest Christ! (II Sam 15v30, Jer 14v4, I Cor 11v6)
v13 – “the seed of the Jews” – All for Haman in 5v14, now “wise men” who know that the “seed of the Jews” will triumph! (Num 24v3-9,17-20, Isa 61v2-3,9). Beginning of the fall of the diabolos!
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