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	The War seen in Romans 7:21-23 

	
	Sin
	

	God

	Luke 22:42
	Not my will
	
	But thine be done

	Rom. 7:21,22
	Evil is present with me
	Warring ἀντιστρατεύομαι antistrateuomai   – to make a military expedition
Captivity αἰχμαλωτίζω aichmalotizo – to lead away captivePut on…

	Law of God

	Rom. 7:23
	Law in my members & law of sin
	
	Law of my mind



Eph. 6:11 ‘put on’ 
·  ἐνδύω enduo – to sink into (clothing), put on, or clothe one’s self in 
· 2 Other Occ.’s in Ephesians: Eph. 4:24 (“put on the new man”; 6:14 (“having on breastplate of righteousness”) 

Eph. 6:11 ‘wiles’
· μεθοδεία methodeia - cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery
· Only other Occurrence is found in Eph. 4:14 ‘they that lie in wait’ 
· Associated with sleight of men (cheating dice players); cunning craftiness, and deception

Eph. 6:11 ‘devil’ 
· διάβολος diabolos -  prone to slander, slanderous, accusing falsely

Eph. 6:12 ‘wrestle’ 
· πάλη pale - a contest between two in which each endeavours to throw the other, and which is decided when the victor is able to hold his opponent down with his hand upon his neck
Eph. 6:11,12 ‘wiles of the devil’ is comparable with ‘principalities,’ ‘powers,’ ‘rulers of the darkness of this world,’ & ‘spiritual wickedness’; thus these are the places where sin is manifested. 
· In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple and the elders, “this is your hour, and the power of darkness” Luke 22:52,53
· Sin temporarily triumphed (cp. Gen. 3:15)
· Col 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
· Sin was eternally triumphed over (cp. Gen. 3:15)
 “Sin in its sovereign manifestations among the nations executes its will and pleasure through the civil and ecclesiastical authorities of a state. What, then is decreed by emperors, kings, popes and subordinate rulers, are the mandates of the Prince of the World who works in them all to gratify their own lusts, oppress the people, and make war against the saints with all the energy they possess. Taken collectively from the chief magistrate to the lowest, they are styled principalities and powers; the world rulers of the darkness of this age; who are the spiritual of wickedness in the high places of the kingdoms… Iniquity has only changed its form and mode of attack against the truth. 
They imprisoned the disciples of Christ; threatened them with death; tempted them with rewards; and when they could not shake their fidelity to the truth, tormented them with the cruelest tortures they could invent. The apostle styles these the artifices or wiles of the accuser; against which he exhorts believers to stand firm, being panoplied with the whole armour of God”
- Elpis Israel pg. 97,98 

Examples of where and how sin manifests itself today: 

Eph. 6:13 ‘whole armour’
· πανοπλία panoplia - full armour, complete armour
· Cp. v.11 ‘whole armour’  God has given us the weaponry needed to win the war against sin. It must all be used in order to carry out our daily battles. 
Eph. 6:13 ‘evil day’ 
· An allusion back to Eph. 5:15 “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil”
· Jeremiah prays for vindication - Jer. 17:17 “thou art my hope in the day of evil”
Armour of God
Paul does not leave the reader by stating, ‘here is a bunch of armour; wear this!’ He had methodically and effectively dealt with each of the aspects of the armour and how they are used to overcome and triumph over sin throughout the rest of his epistle. For example; Paul speaks of the ‘sword of the spirit’. This had already been addressed as 1:17 speaks of the ‘spirit of wisdom’ (aspect of God’s armour) standing in contrast to 2:2 ‘spirit of disobedience’ (aspect of sin). The spirit of wisdom overcomes the spirt of disobedience. Details in chart below: 
	Aspect of God’s Armour Addressed in Ephesians
	
Armour of God
	Aspect of sin Defeated addressed in Ephesians

	4:21 – Taught the truth
	v.14 “loins girt about with truth”
Military belt served to keep the soldier’s clothes in place during rapid movement and combat. 
	4:17,18 Ignorance & Vanity of Mind

	4:17-25 Truth is fundamental to know who God is and to know how to worship him. Like the belt it holds everything in place. Without truth we are alienated from the life of God (live in sin and ignorance) until we know the ‘truth in Jesus’
· Jn. 8:32 “the truth shall make you free” 
· Jn. 4:24 “worship in spirt and in truth”
The Christadelphian Heritage is founded upon truth. The community was born through bro. John Thomas who sought the ‘truth’ about death. 

	5:9 – fruit of the spirit in righteousness
	V.14 “breastplate of righteousness” cp. 1 Th. 5:8 ‘faith and love’
Protected the vital organs
It was a coat of mail in two parts (neck to stomach and from waist to knees)
	5:11 works of darkness


	5:8-11; walk as children of light in goodness, righteousness and truth – opposing darkness [powers of]. 
Righteousness is not of our own but granted to us by God through the forgiveness of sins. See Eph. 4:22-24; cp. 2 Tim. 4:7,8; Rev. 19:8

	2:14,15,17 - Christ our peace
	v.15 “feed shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace”
Roman sandals 
Trld ‘bind on’ in – Acts 12:8 
Preparation - All about movement; Indicates readiness, preparation & action  
(This is about giving as well as possessing)
	2:15,16 enmity & separation from God


	Eph. 2:11-18 – peace is referring to the destruction of sin not just absence of conflict; no longer is there the enemy because Christ has overcome sin. It is a paradox, but when one opponent is defeated it inevitably brings about peace. Sin separates us from God, but the peace that Christ brought gives us access or unites us with God. 
‘Gospel of peace’ Only other occ. is in Rom. 10:15. Cp. Isa. 52:7 “them” instead of “him” because we participate in the work
· Eph. 1:22 “put all things under his feet”

	2:8,9 - faith, not of works
	v.16 “shield of faith”
Gk. Thureos – a large oblong shield constructed of tough hide or wood ringed with brass and covered with oiled hide to provide deflection surface for arrows
	2:2 ‘yourselves’ [self] & ‘boasting’
Wicked – Same word in 5:16; 6:13 & sim. word in 6:12

	v.8-10 Faith is not a work in itself. Life, forgiveness & salvation is not earned by a work but rather it is granted by God 
When all of the fiery arrows are raining down in life; faith is essential. 
“It is a dynamic force for good works; it can translate a future promise into a present reality” – Ron Abel Lessons from Ephesus
Some of the fire arrows shot at Paul while at Ephesus: 
· Trials and plots of the Jews Acts. 20:19 cp. 21:27
· Fierce wolves not sparing the flock Acts 20:29
· Ephesian silversmiths and theatre riot – Acts 19
· Asian Jews stirred up the Jerusalem crowds.– Acts 21:27

	2:5 saved 

	v.16 “helmet of salvation” 
cp. 1 Thess. 5:8 “the hope of salvation” 
Metal helmet often with a metal ridge or crest
	2:5 death


	Our head is where the thinking and reasoning happen - we cannot let sin affect our thinking and cloud the great hope of salvation. 
Eph. 2:4,5,8 (saved is related word to salvation) Recognition that deliverance from sin is by grace and through God’s plan. Death is sin’s work (James 1:15; 1 Cor. 15:56). See also Psa. 140:7

	1:17 - sprit of wisdom
	v.16 “sword of the spirit which is the word of God” 
Gk. Machaira – small sword sometimes curved. Designed for thrusting
It is an offensive weapon.
	2:2 -  Prince of the Power of the air & Spirit of disobedience 

	The spirit is identified as the word of God because in the context of Ephesians there are two spirits. 
· 1:17 Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him
· 2:2 spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience 
Heb. 4:12 “The word of God is quick and powerful sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” cp. Rom. 8:2


As Paul pens the epistle he would have been drawing on the visual of the Roman soldiers changing guard while under house arrest. His mind was also in Isa. 59 where each aspect of the armour is drawn from. God sees that there is no man to deliver the sinners and so ‘His own arm brought salvation.’ The very armour of the Ephesian soldier are taking after the characteristics of God himself. God demonstrated those characteristics by sending his son, the Redeemer of Zion (Isa. 59:20) who would mediate the new ‘covenant with them’ (Isa. 59:21). 
	Spiritual Soldier in Ephesians
	Isaiah Soldier

	Eph. 6:11 wiles of the devil
	Isa. 59:2,12 sins, inquities, transgressions

	Eph. 6:14 Loins girded with truth
	Isa. 11:5 Girdle of righteousness and faithfulness (trld. truth 13x) 
Isa. 59:4,14,15 none pleadeth for truth, truth is fallen in the street, truth faileth

	Eph. 6:14 breastplate of righteousness
	Isa. 59:17 breastplate of righteousness

	Eph. 6:15 feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace
	Isa. 52:7 feet of him that bringeth good tidings that publisheth peace
Ct. Isa. 59:7 feet run to evil

	Eph. 6:16 shield of faith to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked
	Psa. 91:4,5 his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day
Isa. 59:17,18 [fiery darts of wicked dealt with] – garments of vengeance, zeal as a cloke to repay fury to his adversaries and recompence to his enemies

	Eph. 6:17 helmet of salvation
	Isa. 59:1 Helmet of salvation

	Eph. 6:17 sword of the spirit which is the word of God
	Isa. 49:2  He hath made my mouth like a sharp sword
Isa. 59:21 My words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth



What a privilege it is to display the very character of Yahweh and his son the Lord Jesus Christ! 




Who are the Mighty Men?
Their Leader: _________________________________________________
· 1 Samuel 17,47,50,51  David understood the principles of Ephesians 6. While he took up arms he completely recognized he needed God is his life. 
Their Background:_____________________________________________
· 1 Samuel 22:1,2
· Distress: מָצוֹק matsowq – straitness, distress, anguish
· 5 other occ.’s with 4 of them in context associated with the pressures of war and no way out (e.g., Jer. 19:9 ‘straightness’) 
· In Debt: נָשָׁא nasha' – to lend on interest or usury
· Discontented: מַר mar – bitter
· “Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul which long for death, but it cometh not;” Job 3:20,21
· Hushai said during rebellion of Absalom, “thou knowest thy father [David] and his men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: and thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with the people.” 2 Sam. 17:8
Their Cause:__________________________________________________
· 1 Chronicles 11:10 – The mighty men, ‘who strengthened [marg. held strongly with him] themselves with him [David] in his [David’s] kingdom, and with all Israel to make him [David] king…”
· There are two accounts of the list of might men:                    1 Chronicles 11 and 2 Samuel 23. The former is situated at the end of David’s Kingship and the latter situated at the beginning. These men supported their king from beginning to end. 
· 1 Chron. 11:10 “according to the word of the LORD” cp. 11:3 – Their cause was sound and it was sure, founded upon scripture. 
We, like the mighty men:
· Have a leader who put his hope and trust in God (Lk. 23:46); 
· Recognize our weakness (Rom. 7:24,25); and are in distress from the spiritual depravity of our surroundings (Psa. 14:3), in a great debt we cannot pay (Eph. 2:8,9) and are often times in discontentment (anguish) for the immense pressure in life we feel (Psa. 118:5,6)
· Want our leader to become king and this is worth fighting for because it is according to the word of Yahweh (Jn. 18:36; Isa. 9:6,7; Heb. 1:8); 
2 Samuel 23:8 ‘mighty’
· גִּבֹּר gibbor – 1) adj. strong, mighty; 2) noun strong man, brave man, mighty man
· Word is used to describe:


2 Samuel 23:8-23 – There are 2 groups of 3 mighty men. Each mighty man has their own personal story or legacy left on record. The two groups are as follows:


Benaiah
2 Samuel 23:20-23 - There are 3 stories connected with Benaiah. Each story grows in detail and there is one additional Verb [action word] each time. Each additional action word adds to legacy of Benaiah and the lessons for us. 
Story #1 
1 Samuel 23:20 “he slew two lionlike men of Moab”
Lion 
· Represents power and sin (Psa. 91:13-16; Dan. 7:4); David killed a lion and compared it to Goliath - the Philistine champion of sin (1 Sam. 17:36) 
Moab
1. Pride (Isa. 16:6; Jer. 48:29); destroyed because they were against Yahweh (Jer. 48:42)
Slew (1st verb)
2. Most often translated to strike, to smite, to kill 
Mighty Lesson from Benaiah #1___________________________________
Story #2 
1Samuel 23:20 “he went down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in time of snow” 
Slew (1st verb)
3. See note and lesson written above.
Lion 
· This is a real story as foreign as it might be for us. If Benaiah didn’t kill the lion, the lion likely would have hunted and killed him. 
· See notes above for more details.
Midst of a pit in time of snow
· The pit symbolizes death – It required sacrifice/hard work to kill the lion
· Psalm 30:3 “O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.”
· Snow represents a burial (snow covers life). Snow time represents the time before life shoots out from the earth (S. OF S. 2:11)
went down (2nd verb)
· Benaiah deliberately and knowingly fought and confronted the lion. He had to make a calculated move to approach the lion.  Sometimes we like to dwell on the positive and that can be a good thing, but sometimes we have to deliberately fight sin by addressing the negatives. 
Mighty Lesson from Benaiah #2___________________________________
Story #3 
2 Samuel 23:21 “And he slew an Egyptian, a goodly man: and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he went down to him with a staff, and plucked the spear out of the Egyptian's hand, and slew him with his own spear. 
slew (1st verb)
4. See note and lesson written above.
Egyptian
· Symbol of  Exo. 2:23;13:3 (bondage); Hos. 8:13 (sin); Rev. 11:8 (death); Eze. 30:6; 32:12 (pride); Exo. 20:32 (opposition to God )
Goodly man (מַרְאֶה mar'eh)
· Goodly is all about the appearance, visually appealing and impressive  trld. Appearance (35x), sight (18x), countenance (11x), vision (11x)
· “And out of the ground made Yahweh God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight” Gen. 2:9
· Abraham to Sarah – “I know that thou art a fair women to look upon” Gen. 12:11
· Exo. 3:3 “And Moses said, I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not burn”
· Sin can be appealing, it can look good, it can seem right. Cp. the wiles of the devil (Eph. 6)
‘But the Egyptian had a spear in his hand’
· A detail that tells us the opponent had a weapon and was looking to kill. The enemy would fight back. 
went down (2nd verb)
5. See note and lesson written above.
plucked the spear out (3rd verb) of the Egyptian's hand
6. hand is about power, ability to carry something out (Isa. 59:1 from sin) (Exo. 14:21 from Egyptians). He rendered the Egyptian powerless
7. The very weapon that could have destroyed Benaiah was removed from the Egyptians hands
Mighty Lesson from Benaiah #3___________________________________




Romans 13:12 “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off [destroy] the works of darkness [sin], and let us put on the armour of light [God’s protection and principles]. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying [identifying and confront the sin to be destroyed]. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh [disable sin], to fulfil the lusts thereof.”

What sin conceptually, individually, and communally do we need to confront and disable in order to destroy?

2 Samuel 23:23 ‘guard’ 
· Trld. Guard (2x), bidding (1x), obey (1x) 
· Benaiah was part of David’s guard [margin – ‘council’]. He was in a position of complete trust so that David could send an order and Benaiah would attend to the command with absolute obedience. 
An overview of Benaiah’s life reveals that he had his King’s (David & later Solomon’s] complete trust:

Mighty Lesson from Benaiah #4___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________




Benaiah – A Type of Christ

	Benaiah (2 Samuel 23:20-23)
	The Lord Jesus Christ 

	“who had done many mighty acts”
	Jn. 21:25 “And there are many other things which Jesus did…”

	Benaiah Abolished/ slew/ destroyed Sin
	Ephesians 2:15 “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity…”
Heb. 2:14 “destroyed him that hath the power of death that is the devil…”

	Benaiah went in the midst of a pit in time of snow
	Pit – grave Psalm 30:3 & snow – Burial S of S 2:11
Acts 2:23,23,31 “[Jesus was…] slain [but was not left] in hell [hades – grave]”

	Went down – confront sin; deliberate choice to engage in battle
	Phil. 2:8 “obedient unto the death…even the death of the cross” 
Lk. 22:42 “not my will but thine be done” 
Heb. 5:8 “learned he obedience by the things which he suffered”

	Spear x3 vs. 21 Benaiah used the enemies weapon against him
	Cp. David – II Sam. 17:51 who used Goliath weapon [sword] to cut off his head
Heb. 2:14 “he, himself likewise, took part of the same [partaker of flesh and blood] 
Heb. 4:15 “we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities…tempted in all points”
II Cor. 5:21 “made to be sin for us, who knew no sin”
Heb. 9:26 “he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself”
1 Pet. 2:24 “bare our sins in his own body”

	Rom.7:23 “Law in my members warring against the law of my mind” applicable to Christ.” To win the war you have to fight in the war. 

	Benaiah rendered opponent powerless to kill him
	1 Cor. 15:54:57 “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”

	Benaiah’s name means ‘Yah has built’. He killed a man from Egypt. Egypt is often (10x) referred to as the ‘house of bondage’ Ex.13:3
	Through Christ the chief corner stone (Eph. 2:20-23), the head of the ecclesia (5:23); God has built his house, which is the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” 1 Tim. 3:15; by Jesus; thus relinquishing us from the house of bondage (Heb. 2:15) 







Jashobeam

1 Chronicles. 11:1 
· Killed 300 men “at one time”
2 Samuel 23:8 – translators had trouble with this verse:
· some think the ‘Tachmonite that sat in the seat’ should be translated as the AV note says Joshebassebet the Tachmonite, head of the three
· some think ‘Adino the Eznite’ was another name hence the AV says ‘the same was’…others think ‘Adino the Eznite’ should actually be translated rather than transliterated to say he lift up his spear. 
· What translators do agree on about what the text says is:
· This individual (will be referred to as Jashobeam according to the Chronicles account) was ‘chief among the captains’ 
· Jashobeam ‘slew 800 at one time’ 
· No answers about where this took place, why this took place, or who this took place against. All the reader is left with is to ponder the shear enormity of the event. This is impossible by human standards. God would have had to intervene to make this possible. This suggests a mighty man with tremendous faith. 

Why the discrepancy between 300 in the Chronicles account and 800 in the Samuel account? 

· He slew three hundred with his own hands; and the other five hundred, though killed by his men, are said to be slain by him, because he was the chief cause of all their deaths; for he, by his undaunted courage, killing three hundred, put the rest to flight, who were easily slain by his soldiers in the pursuit. 

· These two accounts speak of two distinct persons, being called by differing names; the one the father, and the other the son, who succeeded his father, as in strength and valour, so also in his place of honour and trust.

· He slew eight hundred at one time, and three hundred at another; Suggested as the correct answer 
· Most likely solution because it only adds to the whole point of the passages –The only thing more impressive than doing the impossible once is doing it twice and completing it the second time in a more impressive fashion. Note that the Samuel account is placed later than the Chronicles account in scripture.  

Mighty Lesson from Jashobeam #1_________________________________ _____________________________________________________________

· Matthew 17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
· Cp. Eph. 6:16 “Above all have the shield of faith” see also Josh. 10:27; Mark 10:27 

Eleazar

2 Sam. 23:9, ‘defy’ 
· This was an offensive; a deliberate and calculated effort to eliminate the Philistines. 
· Goliath said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day.” Goliath actively and verbally every morning and evening. 
2 Samuel 23:10 ‘he arose’ 
· A word of action; another clue that this was an offensive. This was not someone that was apathetic and waited for the opponent to come to him. 
· Note the change from ‘they’ (v.9), to ‘he’ (v.10). He didn’t flee (‘the men of Israel were gone away) like the others. He stuck by his king’ side or at least upheld the king’s cause which is what 
2 Samuel 23:9 ‘Philistines’ 
· Philistines are a symbol of sin, of those in opposition to God and out of covenant relationship
· 1 Samuel 17:26 David calls Goliath (the Philistine), uncircumcised and identifies him with the animals (carnal and serpent thinking - 17:35,36,46) 
· Philistine (פְּלִשְׁתִּי Pelishtiy) cognate word (פָּלַשׁ palash) means to wallow (often in dust or ashes); think the serpent. 
2 Samuel 23:9 ‘the men of Israel were gone away’
· He had to take on the task alone 
2 Samuel 23:10 ‘hand’ 
· hand symbolizes power, ability to carry something out (Isa. 59:1 salvation from sin) (Exo. 14:21 divide the waters)
2 Samuel 23:10 ‘weary’ 
· Eleazar was tired because the task was arduous and gruelling.
· Same Heb. word found in Isa. 40:28-31 three times. 
· God does not get weary v.28
· Even youths get weary v.30 until the kingdom v.31 when we will have changed bodies and renewed strength. 
· Fighting sin will be wearisome until the kingdom 
2 Samuel 23:10 ‘his hand clave’ 
· Eleazar could have easily given up when the task became so hard, but he continued on clinging to the sword. 
· Deuteronomy 13:4 Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him
2 Samuel 23:10 ‘unto the sword
· The instrument used to end the life of the foe. The ‘sword of the spirit which is the word of God’ (Eph. 6:17) is the instrument used to wage the spiritual war as well. Heb. 4:12 states that it divides soul and spirit. Thus it divides the natural and the spiritual, the darkness and the light, good and evil. 
· We are reminded that the cause of the mighty men is ‘according to the word of the LORD’ 1 Chron. 1:10. 
2 Samuel 23:10 ‘the LORD wrought a great victory that day’ 
· No matter how valiant Eleazar was, and how great the triumph was– it was Gods. 
· The victories over sin in this life are God’s because it is his armour (Eph. 6) that we are wearing.
2 Samuel 23:10 “and the people returned after him only to spoil”
1. Eleazar did all of the work; he fought the battle alone. The benefits, however, were far reaching. The very people that left because of apathy, fear, carelessness, or whatever reason were back to reap the spoils. 
0. This was still a victory of Yahweh and Eleazar lived out what a sacrifice is all about. 
1. The principles of hard work and sacrifice that others (those who did not help and support the effort) might benefit are seen in the life of David (1 Sam. 30:1-26). 
1. Thus, Eleazar was really demonstrating the principles he learned from his captain. 
Mighty Lesson from Eleazar #1____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________
Mighty Lesson from Eleazar #2____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________
Note: Eleazar fought until his hand was weary – not until the fight was over
Mighty Lesson from Eleazar #3____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________


Shammah

The battle of Shammah is reminiscent of the battle of Eleazar. There are notable similarities while also notable differences. The battles are complimentary and have balancing lessons. 

Similarities: 
1. Enemy – Philistines (v.9-12 x5)
1. LORD wrought a great victory (v.10 & 12)
1. Men of Israel were gone away (v.9) & people fled from the Philistines (v.11)
1. Smote the Philistines (v.10) & slew (v.12) the Philistines (smote and slew are the same Heb. words) – nakah)
Differences will be seeing in the following notes: 
2 Samuel 23:11 ‘Philistines were gathered together” 
1. In contrast to Eleazar who ‘defied’ the Philistines and ‘arose,’ speaking of an offensive, it is the Philistines that that were infiltrating the Israelite camp. 
2 Samuel 23:12 ‘stood in the midst of the ground and defended it’ 
1. Again, in contrast to Eleazar who ‘arose,’ Shammah ‘stood’ and ‘defended’. One story suggests an offensive, while the other a defensive. 
1. To stand is exactly the emphasis of the Ephesian soldier: 
8. Ephesians 6:11-13 “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil…v.13 “Wherefore take unto the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand (similar GK. Word) in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore…”
2 Samuel 23:12 ‘the LORD wrought a great victory’ 
1. This time the victory didn’t end with speaking about the benefits to the people of Israel (v.10), but it was still a victory. Why? What was saved? What was protected? 
2 Samuel 23:11,12 ‘he [Shammah] stood in the midst of the ground (v.12), full of lentils (v.11)’ 
1. Only 3 other occurrences of lentils: 
10. Gen. 25:34 “Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils”
10. 2 Sam. 17:28 Shobi and Barzillai brought David and his company, among other food, lentils during the revolt of Absalom
10. Eze. 4:9 Lentils were one of the ingredients in Ezekiel bread 
2. In every case, lentils were considered sustenance and nourishment. This is what the Philistines were coming to defile – the bread of ‘sincerity and truth’ (1 Cor. 5:8 cp. Josh. 24:14) that is the doctrine and practice of God’s people. 

In the battle with Elezear, the word of God (sword) is used to fight sin. 
In the battle with Shammah the word of God (lentils) is protected from sin. 
Mighty Lesson from Shammah #1__________________________________ _____________________________________________________________



	The word of God under attack

	The doctrine of…
	The Philistine says…

	Absolute Truth
	There is no absolute truth…its only true if you want it to be true

	Complete Biblical Inspiration
	It is a book of fairy tales. It has been corrupted and could not be accurate after this many years.

	Literal Genesis Account
	Life evolved over billions of years…Genesis could not literally be true. Life came from non-life. 

	Contentment
	You can achieve your dreams…aspire for greater…be an entrepreneur…get rich…have a nice life

	Responsibility 
	You are not responsible to do anything…do what YOU want…God won’t hold you accountable

	Preaching
	Don’t preach to us…there is no God

	Roles
	Men and Women are the same…there are no roles…Women should do what men do and vice-versa. In fact if a woman even wants to be a man, she can be. 

	Child-Rearing
	Children have rights, children should be spared the rod & spoil the children, children should challenge their parents, children do not belong to God.

	Marriage
	Marriage takes place between two consenting individuals, not between a man and a woman. Marriage is a temporary contract. 



In the battle with Eleazar, the Israelitish brethren fled and came back to benefit from the spoil.
In the story with Shammah, the Israelitish brethren fled and were never mentioned again.
Mighty Lesson from Shammah #2__________________________________ _____________________________________________________________

In the battle with Eleazar, Eleazar arose and took deliberate proactive steps to combat sin in a battle that didn’t seem to end (‘until his hand was weary’). 
In the battle with Shammah, Shammah stood his ground defensively and reactively, thereby eliminating sin. 
Mighty Lesson from Shammah #3 : ________________________________ _____________________________________________________________
OVERALL LESSONS from the 3 Mightiest or ‘most honourable’ men. 

	Jashobeam the Hachmonite 
	Eleazar
	Shammah

	The common thread below is that the 3 mighty men fought alone. 

	Jashobeam means “the people will return”
For the people to return they had to have first left. 
	“they defied…he arose”
“the men of Israel were gone away”
	“the people fled...he stood in the midst of the ground and defended it”

	The common thread below was that God was present in the mighty men’s life to bring about a great victory. 

	Hachmonite means, ‘thou will make me wise’ – who is the ‘thou’?
1 Chron. 27:2 The first chief captain of thousands mentioned Jashobeam who was called “The son of Zabdiel”
Zabdiel means, God is my endowment 
The impossible could only be done with God
	Yahweh wrought a great victory 
	Yahweh wrought a great victory

	Overarching Mighty Lesson From Jashobeam, Eleazar & Shammah: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  













2 Samuel 23:13 ‘and three of the thirty chief went down’ 
1. Their specific names are not given unlike the rest of the stories. This is purposeful and the reason will become more obvious by the end of the story. 
2 Samuel 23:13 ‘Adullam’ 
1. The only other occ. is found in 1 Sam. 22:1 where the mighty men initially came to David. Perhaps this is a story that happened soon after the mighty men first arrived. This point is strengthened when considering that the phrase ‘came to David’ suggests that the men were not with David at the outset. This would make sense if they came to him during the time when he was initially hiding from Saul in the cave Adullam in 1 Samuel 22. 
2 Samuel 23:12 ‘Rephaim’
1. Known to be place of harvest (Isa. 17:5); Harvest time was a time of great sustenance and yet David was stuck in a cave. 
2 Samuel 23:14 ‘longed’ 
1. אָוַה 'avah – to crave; desire, 
1. Same word in Psa. 132:14  where God desires Zion; & in Isa. 26:9 where it says “With my soul [Judah] have I desired thee in the night] 
1. Desiring water was not an uncommon event while hiding in the wilderness cp. 1 Sam. 30:10.
2 Samuel 23:15 ‘Bethlehem’
1. Longs for water from Bethlehem (meaning house of bread). This was his hometown which is characteristic of anyone who longs to be in the comforts of familiarity.
1. Bethlehem was over 20 Km away from the cave Adullam. See map on next page. 
2 Samuel 23:15 ‘water’ 
1. David longed to be home, away from the great anxieties of fearing for your life and hiding from the King in the wilderness. He specifically longed for water. 
[image: Image result for 2 Samuel 23:13-17]







1. Like the sword and the lentils, water represents the word of God: 
20. Isa. 55:1,11; Eph. 5:26; Amos. 8:11; Deut. 32:2
1. Water also represents life: 
21. Jn. 4:14; Rev. 21:6; 22:1; 22:17
1. Thirsting for God and his word is a common theme in scripture. 2 of the following occ.’s are referring to David’s thirst: 
Psa. 63:1 A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee In a dry and thirst land where no water is; 
Psa. 42:2 To the chief musician machil for the sons of Korah “my soul thirsteth for God, for the living God, When shall I come and appear before God?”
Psa. 143:6 A Psalm of David “I stretch forth my hands unto thee: My soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirst land.”

2 Samuel 23:15 ‘gate’ 
1. A place of teaching:
23. Jer. 17:19-20; 36:10; Neh. 8:1-3
2 Samuel 23:15 ‘well’ 
1. Provides the living water John 4:11,14
2 Samuel 23:16 ‘and the three mighty men brake through the host’
1. Same word found in: 
25. Exo. 14:16,21 “stretch out thine hand over the sea and divide it [red sea]”
25. Num. 16:21 “[Korah, Dathan & Abiram – ground clave asunder that was under them”
25. Zech. 14:4  “mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof towards the east” 
1. It was like the men burst through a wall of men leaving a gaping hole in the army. 
2 Samuel 23:16 ‘of the Philistines’
Like the previous stories (v.9,10,11,12) this story had the subduing of the Philistines (v.13,14,16). 
A symbol of sin (see notes on pg. 15) 

Mighty Lesson from the 3 Mightiest Men #1 : ________________________ _____________________________________________________________

Through great sacrifice and hardship the mighty men get the water (the word of God) and bring it to David. 

2 Samuel 23:16 ‘is not this [the water] the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their lives’ 
David likens the water (God’s word) to the blood of the men. This is more clearly seen in the other account 1 Chron. 11:19 “shall I drink the blood [reference to the water] of these men who have put their lives in jeopardy”
David has likened the water to their blood, which he said is like their lives. What does this mean? 
The very water they collected was representative of who they were. They had become the word made flesh, the word exemplified in their life. 
The water of God’s word that they received became the water of God’s word that they lived. This also makes sense with the previous lesson because in order to teach or to refresh people by the water of the word, sin must be subdued, God must be exalted and this is all about living out the word of God. 
2 Samuel 23:17 ‘poured out unto the LORD’ 
David recognized this wasn’t simply for him. In retrieving the water for him, they were living out God’s word and thus glorifying God. It could then be said that this sacrifice was primarily done for their heavenly Father. 
Mighty Lesson from the 3 Mightiest Men #2 : ________________________ _____________________________________________________________
This lesson is seen in the following narrative: 
Math 25:34-40 
v.35 “I was thirsty” 
This was just like David
v.37-39 
Sometimes we might ask the question, are we really serving Yahweh, are we really giving our lives for Christ? 
V.40 
The King (the Lord Jesus Christ) will say…Verily I say unto you…
If you have served your brethren, you have served me and ultimately ‘my Father in heaven’
V.34 “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom from the foundation of the world”
The work of Christ in laying down his life for us, his brethren, is ultimately a life poured out to his Father.
1 Cor. 15:28 “And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all”
2 Sam. 23:16 “poured it out”
1. נָסַךְ nacak - most often used in association with the drink offering.
27. Example: Numbers 28:7 And the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured unto to the LORD for a drink offering. 
0. (Thus in the 2 Sam. 23 account David turned the mighty men’s drink offering to him into a drink offering for God)
27. Christ uses this offering to refer to himself 
Luke 22:20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup [of wine] is the new testament in my blood, which is shed (ἐκχέω ekcheo most often translated poured out) for you.
Jesus says the drink offering was poured out ‘to you’…but ultimately it is poured out to God in obedience to him (Heb. 5:8). 
1. The bread of v. 19 is the antitype of the meal offering. It was a complimentary offering to the drink offering v.20. 
The meal offering and the drink offering often accompanied other sacrifices. For example the drink offering:

Drink offering was used in association with many other offerings. It was a subservient offering. 
Bro. John Martin in reference to the meal and drink offering states “The bread and wine only accompanied the positive sacrifices of the burnt and peace offerings and, as such, were complimentary to the larger sacrifice being made. Our participation in the memorial feast, with the symbols of the bread and wine, are our way of showing our appreciation of the greater sacrifice made by our Lord on our behalf.”

2 Samuel 23:13-17 Why in the midst of a whole list of names and their accompanying stories, do we have story without any names? 
2 Samuel 23:13 ‘three’ 
It is likely a reference to the first three mighty men (Jashobeam, Eleazar and Shammah) that were just mentioned (v.8-12). It doesn’t mention the second set of three mighty men until the next story so we can assume that Jashobeam are the three at work.
That still begs the question, why were their names not mentioned specifically in this account?
This story above all others is not a story about God bringing about a great victory through an individual, but rather it is about individuals exalting the name of God in their actions. The story is about living God’s word and thus being name bearers of Yahweh. It would be appropriate to leave their names absent from the narrative. 
Mighty Lesson from the 3 Mightiest Men #3 : ________________________ _____________________________________________________________
John 12:28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. 





In 2 Samuel 23, the chapter where the inspired records those that were called ‘mighty men whom David had’ (v.8). In fact, this chapter appears to be a cameo of the book of life in the age to come. Consider the following:

2 Samuel 22 – Resurrection of Christ (note this chapter is not in chronological order, but it is in the right place thematically)
2 Samuel 23:1 – Ascension of Christ
2 Samuel 23:2-5 – Christ’s return to the earth
2 Samuel 23:6,7 – Judgement of the wicked
2 Samuel 23:8-39 – The Book of Life
2 Samuel 24:18-25 – The Temple Location Appointed

Before considering Joab and Abishai it is worth recalling the two groups of three: 



Notice that Abishai is the only mighty man by name yet to be considered, and there seems to be a third name for the second group of three that is missing altogether. At the very least this third spot has no story and thus no legacy attached. 

2 Samuel 23:18,19
Abishai’s story is short. He killed 300 men with a spear. He is chief among three. It seems as though his legacy is similar to the other chief captain of the other three – Jashobeam. After all it was Jashobeam who killed 300 ‘at one time’ It is like we are being told that he is worthy of being captain by slaying the same amount as the other captain (30), but that he didn’t attain unto the first captain who additionally slew 800. 
2 Samuel 23:18 ‘Joab’ 
The text didn’t simply say Abishai, but ‘Abishai the brother of Joab’. 
Why is Joab mentioned? His name is connected to someone else, but no story and no legacy is found. It is like the inspired record is telling us we are to learn something from the fact his name is there, but at the same time it is missing. 
His name is actually found 3 times in this chapter: 
v.18 Abishai the brother of Joab
v.24 Asahel the brother of Joab
v.37 Naharai armour bearer to Joab
One person’s story doesn’t provide assurance for the life of another. One person’s faith cannot be used for someone else.
Perhaps Joab once occupied that third spot and had the third story in the second group of three, but his name has been blotted out. 
1 Chron. 11:6-9 
This is likely the story of Joab that had been removed. He did a mighty valiant act, but notice that this precedes that actual list of the mighty men. V.10 says, “These [word also is italics] are the chief of the mighty men whom David had…to make him king” and then it goes on to give the list of the mighty men. We are being told Joab had a story but he didn’t make it on the list of ‘mighty men’. This title wasn’t given to him in this chapter because while he was mighty naturally, he wasn’t mighty spiritually. 
Why then did Abishai make it onto the list of mighty men and Joab did not? 
Consider that the mighty man’s cause was to ‘support their leader as king according to the word of God’ (see notes from pg. 8) 

Abishai the son of Zeruiah

Consider the following stories pertaining to Joab: Story #1


Context: Asahel the brother of Joab was killed by Abner (2 Sam. 2:22,23). 


2 Sam. 3:21 
And David sent Abner away in peace
v. 22
David had sent him away, and he was gone in peace
v.23 
When Joab returned from battle he was told that ‘Abner came to the king, and he [the king] hath sent him away in peace’
Peace in this instance was the will of the king and Joab knew that. 
v.24-27 ‘but David knew it not’
Joab murders Abner behind the kings back. 
While Abishai is implicated in his death as well (v.30), Joab is targeted as being primarily responsible: 
V.28-29 
‘let it rest upon the head of Joab….let there not fail from the house of Joab’
Does this sound like someone whose cause was to support the king according to the word of the LORD? 
Context: While David was ruling, his own son Absalom ‘stole the hearts of the men of Israel’ (2 Sam. 15:6). David, his servants, his mighty men had fled; a civil war was brewing - the men of Israel under Absalom vs. the men of Judah under David.Story #2

2 Sam. 18:2 - David organized his men:
Notice the explicit details – 3 captains (Joab, Abishai, & Ittai) 
2 Sam. 18:5 – David commands men to deal ‘gently with Absalom
king commanded Joab, Abishai & Ittai 
‘all the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom’
2 Samuel 18:6-11
The battle commenced and Absalom got stuck in an oak tree (v.9) 
A certain man saw it and told Joab (v.10). Joab responded by saying he would have paid the ‘certain man’ had he killed Absalom (v.11). 
2 Samuel 18:12 
The certain man responded, ‘the king charged thee, Abishai & Ittai, saying “Beware that none touch the young man Absalom”’
It was 100% evident Joab was aware of the King’s command.
2 Samuel 18:14 ‘while he was yet alive’ 
Scripture makes it abundantly clear that Joab killed Absalom while under complete knowledge that he was disobeying the king. Perhaps it was because Absalom had burned his field, perhaps it was because he was revolting and causing distress in his life. Perhaps it was a combination of the two things, it is another story of acting in haste, revenge and disobedience. 
Does this sound like someone whose cause was to support the king according to the word of the LORD? 
Context: David is reuniting the people of Israel and Judah under his kingship now that the rebellion of Absalom has been quelled, and he makes a very telling request to Zadok and Abiathar who were the priest and messengers of David. 2 Sam. 19:13 conveys that David desperately wanted a new commander. He requests Amasa who was previously the commander for Absalom. Story #3

That sets the scene for 2 Samuel 20 where there was a man of Belial – Sheba who was looking to revolt against David as well. He stated to the 10 tribes of Israel that we have ‘no part in David, neither inheritance in the son of Jesse’ (v.2). 
David worried that another civil war could start asked his new commander Amasa (who had replaced Joab) to assemble the men of Judah. 
2 Samuel 20:4,5 
Amasa is now the new commander of the army
2 Samuel 20:6,7 
When Amasa took too long to gather men, Abishai was asked to gather men. In a sense, Abishai had now become the temporary commander. He gathered ‘Joab’s men’ (v.7) indicating that David was entrusting Abishai with Joab’s position. 
2 Samuel 20:8
Amasa had joined up again. 
2 Samuel 20:8-12
‘stood still’ reminiscent of the death of Asahel (2 Sam. 2:23); a death that led to a chain of revenge.

Notice the chain of captains once Joab loses his position as captain. 

By the end of the chapter Joab had killed the first captain who had taken his position and then made sure he got back the position for himself.  

Another story of revenge, another story of acting in haste and undeterred by the new directives of the king; another story of Joab acting on impulse. 
Does this sound like someone whose cause was to support the king according to the word of the LORD? 
Or does it sound like someone who had their own cause? 

Consider a few other details in the life of Joab: 
Joab was trusted to carry out David’s evil & violent deed – 2 Sam. 11:15
Joab worked wilily to convince David to bring Absalom back to Jerusalem – 2 Sam. 14:19
Joab was conferred with regarding Adonijah’s uprising against David and Solomon – 1 Ki. 1:7
Joab ‘helped’ Adonijah’s uprising towards David and Solomon – 1 Ki. 1:7
Joab associated with Abiathar (‘worthy of death’ 2:26,27) and Adonijah – all who had unbecoming ends to their lives - 1 Ki. 1:7; 2:22
Joab conspicuously absent from those aligned with David) during Adonijah’s revolt and thus not considered with the ‘mighty men which belonged to David’ – 1 Ki. 1:8 (note the word, ‘but…’)
Joab correctly (cp. 2 Sam. 3:21-27) accused of ‘shedding the blood of war in peace’ 1 Ki. 2:5 
Joab condemned to death by his king (a man known for his mercy) – 1 Ki. 2:6 
Joab found no mercy at the horns of the altar ( a place of mercy) where even Adonijah (1:52) was given the opportunity to be a worthy (chayil – valour, wise) man – 2:28
Joab was executed by Benaiah (the man to replace Joab as captain 2:35; and listed as a mighty man 2 Sam. 23:8-10) – 1 Ki. 2:29
Joab killed men ‘more righteous and better than he’ and did so behind David’s back 2:32

Abishai the son of Zeruiah

Context: Before David was king, David was hiding in the wilderness. At one point his location was found out and Saul moved in on him in the hill of Hachilah. David was was being hunted by Saul.Story #4




1 Samuel 26:6
Abishai eagerly and quickly volunteers to go with David to the camp of Saul
1 Samuel 26:7,8
Abishai speaks on impulse when he sees the opportunity to kill the enemy. 
Notice that Abishai speaks to David on impulse rather than acts on impulse. 
1 Samuel 26:9-11
David teaches Abishai very important lesson;
V.9 ‘who can stretch forth his hand against the LORD’s anointed and be guiltless?’ 
V.11 ‘The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD’s anointed’
This is a lesson that Abishai would never forget. See 2 Sam. 19:21
Notice that Abishai reasoned with David and while he spoke out of impulse, ended up listening to the king. 
Does this sound like someone whose cause was to support the king according to the word of the LORD? 
Story #5

Context: While David was ruling, his own son Absalom ‘stole the hearts of the men of Israel’ (2 Sam. 15:6). David, his servants, his mighty men had to flee being unjustly forced out of Jerusalem. This would have served as a reminder of the days when they were fleeing from Saul. It just so happens that is Shimei of the house of Saul (2 Sam. 16:5) that curses David and casts stones at David mocking him (2 Sam. 16: 6-8). 

2 Samuel 16:9
Abishai again acts in haste and on impulse. However he does appeal to scripture: 
Exodus 22:28 “Thou shalt not curse the ruler of thy people”
He does appeal to his king
‘unto the king’
‘my lord’ 
2 Samuel 16:10
Any other king may have approved of Abishai’s request
David want to teach a greater principle of self-control (something that the sons of Zeruiah lacked – Joab altogether and Abishai struggled with it) 
David wanted to teach him that God is involved in the trials of our lives
Notice that Abishai reasoned with David and while he spoke out of impulse again, ended up listening to the king. 
Does this sound like someone whose cause was to support the king according to the word of the LORD? 
Story #6

Context: David is reuniting Israel and Judah having quelled Absalom’s rebellion. Shimei (from the house of Saul) shows up again. Shimei now knows the whole Kingdom is David’s again and that he was completely eaten his words from 16:6-8). After all, Absalom never gained the Kingdom. As a result Shimei comes to the king and says, ‘let not my lord impute iniquity unto me
2 Samuel 19:20 
Abishai responds again albeit a much more measured response than 16:9
Abishai appeals to the king again
He doesn’t make a statement but asks a question to which David his King is responding
Abishai quotes Ex. 22:28 again
Abishai quotes the king himself: ‘he cursed the LORD’s anointed’ 
Quoting the king from 1 Sam. 26:9-11 (see notes from story 4)
It’s as if Abishai is trying to take into account what David himself has taught him. 
2 Samuel 19:22,23
While David now had to hold to what he said to Shimei, ‘Thou shalt not die’, and was teaching his men that:
mercy rejoiceth against judgment, 
that revenge must not be sought for selfish reasons,
that scripture must be used with the wisdom that it compels,
that impulse reaction must be restrained
David actually believed in the very thing that Abishai was appealing to him for. 
It appears as though David never thought his request was out of place, it was just more important at the time for David to use this as a teaching opportunity. David himself must have struggled with what to do at this point. In fact the very last words of David found in the Kings account show where his mind actually was during Shimei appeal.
1 Kings 2:8,9 David on the verge of death speaks to his son Solomon:
David was on the verge of Death speaking to his son Solomon. Here are David’s thoughts: 
‘Shimei cursed me with a grievous curse’
‘I sware to him that…I will not put thee to death with the sword’ 
David held to these words
Now therefore hold him (Shimei) not guiltless; for thou are a wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood; 
Is David not carrying out the very plea of Abishai? Is David not protecting Solomon – the Lord’s annointed as Abishai was?

Again, not only do we learn that Abishai ended up listening to the king, we also learn that the king hearkens to Abishai at the end of his own life. 
Does this sound like someone whose cause was to support the king according to the word of the LORD? 
Abishai & Joab – What is their legacy?

Last words of David the king towards these two men:


Last event recorded in scripture outside of 2 Samuel 23 involving these men:







Their legacy in the 2 Samuel 23 book of life:


3 stories (see above) in their life:

2 men - similar in character to begin with (intense, aggressive, killers, passionate, zealous, impulsive), the same families, the same background, the same king, similar positions in the army, but two different stories in life and two different legacies. 

Mighty Lesson from the Life of Joab and Abishai:_____________________ _____________________________________________________________

Hopefully the mighty lessons from mighty men and ultimately mighty lessons from Almighty God will help you wage the war against sin. 
How you wage your war will determine your legacy and your status in the book of life?
Additional Notes: 
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Joab


3 stories


Abishai


3 stories


Abishai waged the war on the side of his king & his God against sin


3 deaths


3 times he ignored the cause of the king


Joab waged the war on the side of sin


3 times he wanted to kill


3 times he consulted his king


3 times he submitted to the cause of his king



Class 1: The War



Christ - Galatians 3:27


Incorruption - 1 Corinthians 15:53


Immortality - 1 Corinthians 15:53


Armour of Light - Romans 13:12-14


New Man - Ephesians 4:22-24  














Called Armour of righteousness (2 Cor. 6:7; cp. 1 John 1:5)



Devil (Spirit of Rebellion; King Sin)


Conceptually


Communally


James 4:7; Heb. 2:14; Eph. 4:27; John 13:2


Individually


John 6:70


1 Peter 5:8 ; Rev. 20:2; 2:10



SIN


School Systems
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Governmental Systems
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Internet
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Ecclesias
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Class 2: Benaiah’s Battles



Goliath


David


God


Naturally
(1 Sam. 17:51)


Spiritually
(1 Sam. 16:18)


Character 
(Deut. 10:17,18)



Mightiest of Men


v. 8 - Jashobeam (cp. 1 Chron. 11:11)


v.9,10 - Eleazar 


v.11,12 - Shammah


Attained not unto the first three (v.19,23)


v.18,19 – Abishai


v.20-23 - Benaiah 


Third name not mentioned directly - no legacy left behind


‘chief among three’


Chief among the captains



“over the Cherethites and Pelethites” 2 Sam. 8:18. These groups of people were most likely Philistine mercenaries Eze. 25:15; Zeph. 2:5


Caused Solomon to ride on the Kings mule according to the Kings command 1 Ki. 1:33-38


Slew Adonijah the rival to Solomon’s throne according to the Kings command 1 Ki. 2:25


Slew Joab the merciless zealot according to the Kings command 1 Ki. 2:29-34


Slew Shimei the ruthless antagonizer of David according to the Kings command 1 Ki. 2:46


Was made captain of the host according to the Kings command 1 Ki. 2:35



Class 3: Jashobeam, Shammah & Eleazar's Battles



Class 4 (Exhortation): The Mightiest Men & Their Battles



Happened with the daily morning and evening sacrifices (Ex. 29:40) which were burnt offerings (Numbers 28:3,7).


Used on the table of showbread (Ex. 29:25; cp. Lev. 24:7) 


With burnt and peace offerings (Num. 15:1-12; 1 Chron. 29:21; 2 Chron. 29:35) 


With the lamb at Passover (Lev. 23:13-15) 


With the 7 lambs at Pentecost (Lev. 23:18)


Burnt offerings of Nazarite (Num. 6:15-17)


Burnt offerings at the beginning of months (Num. 28:11-15) 



Class 5: Joab & Abishai - Whose War Will You Wage?



Mightiest of Men


v. 8 - Jashobeam (cp. 1 Chron. 11:11)


v.9,10 - Eleazar 


v.11,12 - Shammah


Attained not unto the first three (v.19,23)


v.18,19 – Abishai


v.20-23 - Benaiah 


Third name not mentioned directly - no legacy left behind


‘chief among three’


Chief among the captains


Amasa


Abishai


Joab 


2 Sam. 20:6


2 Sam. 19:13; 20:4


2 Sam. 20:23



Joab


1 Ki. 2:5,6 “thou [Solomon]  knowest what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me” 


Abishai


1 Ki. 2:8,9 ‘hold him [Shimei] not guiltless...bring thou down [his head] to the grave with blood’ 


A condemnation (by a man of mercy) of the actions of Joab


An affirmation of the words of Abishai


"he slew and shed the blood of war in peace"



Class 1: The War (Eph. 6:10-17)


Exhortation: The 3 Mightiest Men & Their Battle (2 Sam. 23:13-17)


Class 5: Joab & Abishai – Who’s War Will You Wage? (2 Sam. 23:18; 1 Ki. 2:1-11)


Class 3: Jashobeam, Eleazar, & Shammah’s Battle (2 Sam. 23:8-12)


Class 2: Benaiah’s Battles (2 Sam. 23:20-23)



Joab


1 Ki. 2:28-34 "Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the horns of the altar...So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him [Joab], and slew him"


Abishai


2 Sam. 21:16,17 "And Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him."


Abishai replicated the very act that the king himself did to inspire spiritual might in those that would follow him - slew a giant. 


Joab found no mercy in the eyes of the king at the horns of the altar (a place of mercy).


Abishai saved the king



Joab


v.18 "Abishai the brother of Joab"


Abishai


v.18,19 "And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he lifted up his spear against three hundred, and slew them, and had the name among three. Was he not most honourable of three? therefore he was their captain: howbeit he attained not unto the first three." 


Legacy - missing from the book of life


v.24 "Asahel the brother of Joab"


v.37 "Naharai armour bearer to Joab"


Legacy - present in the book of life



image2.jpeg
EPHRAIM

*Gath-rimmon
Joppa *Shiloh
BENJAMIN
Gozor o «Gibeon
Kirlath-jpatime * Glboan

ro Biﬂhlhlmllh B\\qg‘“ gy "n"l
Q/ «Gath "u Bethlehem
NEd &
Ashkelon &S H
N
5) Adullam ‘\\ _E
N 8
- L Juda h Hebron H
s

©2012, Ralph F. Wilson <pastor@joyfulheart com>. Al rights reserved.





image1.jpg




