


Talk 1 —the Great Reformer

Talk 2 — the Great Leader

Talk 3 — the Great Repenter




Liffing of the three great shadows

Sickness
& Death

Threatening
Assyrians

People enslaved
by sin and
the Assyrians




Replacement with three great blessings

Abundant life

Hezekiah

Restoration




Isaiah 37/

30 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat
this year such as groweth of itself; and the
second year that which springeth of the same:
and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.

ABUNDANT LIFE
A Year of Jubilee

“And if ye shall say. What shall
we eat the seventh yeare
Behold, we shall not sow, nor
gather our increase: then | will
command my blessing upon
you in the sixth year, and it shall
bring forth fruit for three years”
(Leviticus 25:20,21)
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Isaiah 37 ABUNDANT LIFE

31 And the remnant that is escaped of the

: Jubilee land
house of Judah shall again take root

downward, and bear fruit upward: restorafion fo
frue owners

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth @
remnant, and they that escape out of mount
Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.







31 And the remnant that is escaped of the
house of Judah shall again take root
downward, and bear fruit upward:

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth @
remnant, and they that escape out of mount
Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.

REDEMPTION

Jubilee land
restoration to
slaves and
captives



Isaiah 37

33 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the
king of Assyria, He shall not come info this city,
nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it
with shields, nor cast a bank against it.

34 By the way that he came, by the same shall

he return, and shall not come into this city,
saith the LORD.

PEACE

Sennacherib
would leave
and never
return




How did Hezekiah
responde




he makes a

he praises

God in his pledge to
special psalm :ﬁhwefh ffor
recorded in h'eoTeS O
Isaiah 38 is days

Imagine the service of praise with Psalms such as
46,47,48,75,83,87,102,116,118,125,126...



9 20The LorD was ready to save me: therefore we
|SQ|C|h 38 will sing my songs o the stringed instruments all

the days of our life in the house of the LORD.

> B 4 O 4




The Songs of Degrees




The Songs of Degrees

1. The cycle of national Israel
in exile (Psalm 120-122)

2. The cycle of servant Israel
under siege (Psalm 123-125)

3 . The cycle of the family in
Israel (Psalm 126-128)

4. The cycle of the individual
in Israel (Psalm 129-131)

5. The cycle of the ecclesia in
Israel (Psalm 132-134)

The prayers of many Jews already in captivity by the
Assyrian hand. At the wondrous overthrow of
Sennacherib’s host a remnant returned to Judah.

The contempt and blasphemy of Rabshakeh and the
faith of Hezekiah under siege in Jerusalem.

Hezekiah's prayer for prolonging of days to beget seed
to continue David’s line — realised in the birth of
Manasseh.

Personal wrestlings of Hezekiah with the prospect of an
early death, and with his own sins.

The unity of a northern and a southern remnant, joined
together by Hezekiah, praising the Lord in His sanctuary
after the danger is past.

George Booker, The Christadelphian Magazine




A further glimpse into
Hezekiah's state of mind...



The sun with
drooping wings
' € ’ 7 TR

The symbol of life
(universally used)

. < 232
. . ; ; oL RS SIS : : x ) i
. . » B T AN e\ el v SN v . y . 5 A
- & T Y : 4 . i q . % x LAY g )
: . 4 ) A \ < o ] : 3
f P X g 4 AT gy ! p EPAE ¢ |
’ ¥y y - PR, 3 i A RS . Wypty
2 e / 4 TR r < ¥ el 4 s 5 N, g : ‘
¥ aArs 3 - o 3 ' . .
' - b e W o - . o, .
( k g \
5 ) %

Hezekiah's

e .
fingerprint ridges '

| In Paleo Hebrew scrlp 4
?’ el g fo | ezeklah [son of] Ahaz king of JudahZ&s
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Peace and Prosperity im0




Isaiah 33:1, 4

Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou
wast not spoiled; and dealest
treacherously, and they dealt not
treacherously with thee! when thou
shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be
spoiled...

And your spoil shall be gathered like
the gathering of the caterpiller:

as the running to and fro of locusts shall
he run upon them.

plunder of Assyrians by people of Jerusalem
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The God of Hezekiah and Jerusalem had humbled the mighty Assyrian army
Gentiles started to believe that “in Zion is God known”
Hezekiah - an attractive ally: “*many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jerusalem,

and presents (RV: ‘precious things') to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was
exalted in the sight of all nations from thenceforth” (2 Chronicles 32:23).




Hezekiah became the king
to be feared and courted



Isaiah 49:7,22,23

Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of
the LORD that is faithful ... Behold | will lift up mine hand unto the
Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people ... And kings shall
be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they
shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth.



Psalm 76:5,6,11

The stouthearted are spoiled, they
have slept their sleep: and none of the
men of might have found their hands.
At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both
chariot and horse are cast info a dead
sleep.

THEREFORE:

Vow, and pay unto the LORD your
God: let all that be round about him
bring presents unto him that ought to
be feared.

Isaiah 60 speaks of the Kingdom, but the
imagery used had its primary application
in this time of Hezekiah's reign.




Iscuah 55; 13 & o5 & 1A

Ins’recd of the (expec’red) thorn shoH come up the fir
- tree, and ms’reod of the (merodlcoble) briar shall Come
o) the myr‘rle tree: and |’r shall be to the LORD fora
- name, foran everlos’rmg sign (Isar 37:30,.2 Kings 19: 29)

- that shall no’r be c:u’r off | |

.



2 Chronicles 32:27-29

Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour and he made himself freasuries
for silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for spices and for shields, and for
all manner of instruments of desire (musical?). Storehouses also for the increase of
corn, and wine, and oil and stalls for all manner of beasts and flocks. Moreover he

provided him cities, and possessions of flocks and herds in abundance for God had
given him.very much substance.
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Isaiah 11:12,16

He shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from
the four corners of the earth ... And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his

~ people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up
~outf of the Lohd of Egyp’r
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Isaiah 35:8,10
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with

songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away...



And then Hezekiah
married and
the helr was born



Psalm 45:12
...tThe daughter of Tyre

Perhaps despite aiding Assyria against
Judah (Psalm 83) the king of Tyre
offered his daughter to seal peace



Psalm 45:10

Hearken, O daughter ...
forget also thine own
people, and thy father’s
house

(Re)named Hephzibah
(2 Kings 21:1)
= Heb. my delight is in her

Her son Manasseh
= Heb. causing o forget

Also see Isaiah 62



...but then came
TESTING
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2 Kings 20:12
At that time Merodach baladan, the
son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent
letters and a present unto Hezekiah:
for he had heard that Hezekiah had
been sick.

2 Chronicles 32:31

and to enquire of the wonder that
was done in the land (sundial)

Really?



...And Hezekiah hearkened unto them

Deuteronomy 16:19

...a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise,
and pervert the words of the righteous.



2 Chronicles 32:31 _ R
God left Hezekiah, to fry him, that he migk
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2 Kings 20:13

And Hezekiah... shewed them all the house of his precious things, the silver,
and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house
of his armour, and all that was found in his freasures: there was nothing in his
house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them nof.
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a weak friend was able
to accomplish that
which was impossible for
a powerful foe



| hate pride
and arrogance
Proverbs 8:13

2 Chronicles 32:25

But Hezekiah rendered not again
according to the benefit done unto
him; for his heart was lifted up:
therefore there was wrath upon him,
and upon Judah and Jerusalem.

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the
son of man, in whom there is no help.
Psalm 146:3



treaty of frléndshlp cmd support

- pollhcal alleglance |
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Hezeklah drafted cmq__g.lgned a z \
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2 Kings 20 .
.

-
16 And Isaiah said Unto H'ezgki@h,»Heor the word of the LoRrD.

17Behold, the days comeh‘#w‘o’r allithafiis in thine house, and
’rho’r which thy fathers have laid,uptin store unto ’rhls day, shall
be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be Ie‘f’rfclw\’rhe LORD.

18And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt
beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the
palace of the king of Babylon.
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2 Kings 20:19

Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD
which thou hast spoken.
And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in my days?

quhl For all have

sinned, and
come short of

fhe glory of
God Rom 3:23

Better rendered:

Surely, there shall be peace
and fruth in my days

or

Shall it not be, if there is
peace and fruth in my days?”
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Hezekiah the grerepéhier

f—u,—

2 Chronicles 32:26

Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled
himself for the pride of his heart, both
he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
so that the wrath of the LORD came not
upon them in the days of Hezekiah.
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2 Chronicles 32:32,33 '

Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his goodness behold ’rhey are
written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in the book
of the Kings of Israel. And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried him
in the chiefest of all sepulchres of the sons of David:

and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour at his death.



2 Kings 18:5

Hezekiah trusted in the LORD God of Israel;
so that after him was none like him
among all the kings of Judah, nor any
that were before him.






AMmen






