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Retribution 2. Job is a great sufferer
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A Common Misconception

And his disciples asked him, saying, Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents ... Jn 9:2-3
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Evidently the eldest and most senior of the
three friends, named first 2:11, speaks first
4:1, claims seniority 15:10 and is addressed
by God on behalf of all three 42:7

A peer of Job's father or grand-father 15:10
Speaks three times ch 4-5, 15, 22

An Edomite. Teman was a grandson of
Esau 1Chron 1:36, 45 who lived in Edom
Jer49:7

King of the Thaemanites LXX postscript
he Edomite province of Teman was
renowned for its worldly wisdom Jer 49:7,
20, Ezek 25:13, Amos 1:12, Obad 8-9

Q Eliphaz was very conscious of his own
wisdom 4:8, 12; 5:3; 8, 27; 15:2, 9-10; 22:2
Q His wisdom came from observation 15:17
nd (he believed) from revelation 4:12-21

Q He is generally courteous, dignified and self
restrained 4:2
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hree times ch 8, 18, 25, using
peeches than Eliphaz

His wisdom came from the tradition and
learning of former generations 8:8-10

His speeches lack personal conviction. He
quotes the ancients and echoes Eliphaz:

4:17 and

15:14 alluded to in 25:4-6

Bold, direct, cruel, less kind than Eliphaz
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Zophar = “Impudent” (Ges), “Departing” (Str)
LXX postscript to Job suggests he is Zepho,
the grandson of Esau Gen 36:11.

ing of the Minaeans LXX postscript.

A Naamathite, possibly from the city of
amaah on the southern border of Judah
“toward the coast of Edom” Josh 15:21, 41.
His association with the known men of the
east 1:3, 2:11 supports his Edomite origin.
Q Only speaks twice ch 11, 20 using even
shorter speeches than Bildad. He is the
east engaging of the friends and declines
to participate in the third cycle.

Q His wisdom came from assumption. He
arrogantly asserts his knowledge without
proof or pretext: “know thou" 11:6, 20:4.

Q Emotional, dogmatic, brutal and coarse, the
most unrefined of the three friends.

Z,ophar

The Naamathite

o0 000







	[image: image7.png]The

Spcccl-ucs
of the

; [riends

Eliphaz Bildad Zophar
. God is all
God is o - .
e S— Godis just |knowing (Job is

Only the
wicked suffer

The wicked are
the first to be
destroyed

lying
Job hasn't
suffered
enough

Repent and be
blessed

Repent and be
blessed

Repent and be
blessed




	[image: image8.png]The
Spccchcs

of the
[riends

Eliphaz 4
Reproof for inconsistency 416
Reproof for impiety

Reproof for lack of wisdom

Only the wicked suffer 411

2

I~

15:1-6
15:713

No one is righteous before God 4:12-21 15:14-16

God is judging Job
Description of Job’s wickedness
The fate of the wicked

The need for repentance 5:8-16
Repent and be blessed 54727
Bildad

Reproof for calling God unjust 8:1-5
Reproof for arrogance

The omnipotence of God

Job is suffering because of sin ~ 8:6-7
The fate of the wicked 8:8-19
No one is righteous before God
Repent and be blessed

Zophar
Reproof for self righteousness ~ 11:1-6

8:20-22

God is beyond comprehension  11:7-12
The fate of the wicked
Repent and be blessed 11:13-20

22:45
22:6-11

5:4-7  15:17-3522:12-20

22:21-30

18:1-4
2513

18:5-21
25:46

20:1-29





	[image: image9.png]Job’s
Friends

Arguments &
Personalities

Eliphaz Bildad Zophar
Cycle

Tone 1 Restrained 4:2 Insensitive 8:4 Coarse11:3,6,12
of 2 Annoyed 15:5  Cruel 18:12-19 Brutal20:2,15,19
Speech 3 Aggressive22:5-11 Desperate 25:4

Basis of Revelation Tradition Common Sense,
. 412-21 8:8, 1119 Assertion

Wisdom 15:8,17 11:6, 20:4

View of Morally Pure  Morally Upright  All Knowing

Character 4:A7-21, 8:3 1:7-11

Of God 15:14-16 25:4

Conduct of Only the God upholds ~ God sees all
God (Exact  wicked suffer  the righteous  wickedness

Retribution) 4:7-8 8:6, 20 11:11,20
Fate 1 4:8-11,5:3-5 8:11-19 11:20

Ofthe 2 15:20-35 18:5-21 20:6-29
Wicked 3 22:15-20 25:4-6

Appeal for 5:17-27 8:6-7,20 11:13-19

Repentance 22:21-30




	[image: image10.png]T he Malice

of the

[riends

The Fate of the
Wicked

QOvercome by natural
disasters
Children killed whilst
eating
Cut down in prosperity
Becomes poor

Develops skin disease
Suffers pain
Driven from society

Feels no hope of
deliverance

Terrors on every side
Knows the end is near
Ends in death

Friends’
Speeches
18:11;
20:27
5:4; 18:19;
20:23
15:21
5:5; 15:21;
20:28
18:13
15:20
18:18
15:22

18:11
15:23
18:14

ob’s
Life
1:16

1:13,19

1:21; 30:22
1:14-17

2:7-8
30:17,30

30:5
7:6-T; 9:25-35;

14:12

7:13-14; 30:15

16:22
17:13-16






	[image: image11.png]Eirst Cycle of Speeches (ch 4-14)

The speakers approach Job as friends with a view to
helping. They speak in general terms, using broad
principles: the character of God, God's dealing with
men (by exact retribution), the fate of the wicked.
Job’s guilt is assumed and Job is exhorted to repent
and reform from his (implied) evil ways.

Second Cydle of Speeches (ch 15-21)

Job’s friends make no real progress. They restate
heir earlier positions in more specific (and some-
imes brutal) terms, outlining in greater detail the
fate of the wicked using descriptions in which Job is
expected to see himself. No reference is made to
repentance or the blessings that come therefrom.

Third Cycle of Speeches (ch 22-26)

he friends now become desperate. They can see
suffering only as a punishment for sin. Eliphaz
attacks Job personally and finishes with an appeal
for repentance. Bildad repeats an earlier argument
hat God is so great that all men are sinners before
Him (and all deserve to suffer) but does not attempt
0 explain why the wicked prosper. Zophar declines
o comment. The debate is over. Job haswon.
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Bildad's third speech ch25 is the final speech uttered
by the three friends and marks the end the debate.
In ch24, Job contends that the wicked prosper and
that the theory of exact retribution is false:

O The afflicted groan but God does not act v12

O Prove me wrong! “Make me a liar” v25

O Bildad makes no attempt to answer this point

Bildad ch25 says that God is so great that no one
can be innocent before Him. By implication, all men
are sinners and deserve to suffer.

O This is a repeat of Eliphaz 4:17, 15:14. Job
already agrees no man is just before God 9:2

O However, if this is the case, why does Job suffer
so much compared with others? He suffers
more than the blatantly wicked. This makes
God unjust.

Q If, due to human nature, a man cannot be
innocent before God, but doesn’t know why, and
suffers for sins he knows nothing about, he is
entitled to say God is unintelligible.

O In either case, the theory of exact retribution
requires a correlation between sin and suffering.
If this cannot be demonstrated, Job wins the
debate.







































