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	Job’s Suffering
	Why is this happening to me?  
- I don’t deserve this 16:12, 17; 31:5-8, 35-37.  Job expects to be blessed for being righteous
- God is doing this to me without a cause 9:17
- God must be angry with me 9:5, 12-13; 10:2-3, 16-17
Job’s condition

- wants to die 3:21, 6:9
- expects to die 9:25
	Exact retribution:  
All suffering is a punishment for sin.  Job a great sufferer, therefore Job a great sinner
- if Job is truly righteous, then he has nothing to fear 4:6-7 (impl he is a hypocrite)
- suffering is for correction (since Job has sinned) 5:17
- Job is being punished for sins, even if he doesn’t know what his sins are.  Deserves to suffer more 11:6, 11
	The friends condemned Job (15:2-6, 22:5-11) but could not answer him on exact retribution 32:12
Elihu also looks to sin as reason for suffering 33:9, 27, 34:11, 36:17
- suffering reveals sin 33:19-25
- but suffering is also for moral improvement (discipline) 36:10, 15; 34:31-32 to show the righteous their sins 36:9
- Job should seek instruction rather than death 36:20
	Job is not suffering for his sins 1:1, 9-11; 2:3
- God shows that the innocent suffer for the sake of others in the animal kingdom 38:39-41, 39:26-30.  
- Job suffered 1:16-19 to teach satan 1:8-12
- Job began as a perfect man 1:1, and through suffering became a mediator for others and God’s firstborn (double portion) 42:10.

	Job’s Alleged

Sin
	Exact retribution is not true.  

- God destroys the righteous and the wicked 9:22, 24
- the wicked do prosper 12:6; 21:7-32; 24:1-17, 24.  

- prove me wrong  24:25

Job protests his innocence:
- friends, show me my sin 6:24 

- let God show me my sin 10:2
- admits he is not completely sinless 7:20; 13:23; 14:17 

- the friends allegations of sins are answered 29:12; 31:16-25

Job’s Character:
- asserts his own righteousness 9:17, 20, 21; 10:7, 13:15, 18; 16:17; 19:23-25; 23:10-12; 27:5-6; ch31, esp v35-37

- despite God’s apparent injustice, Job still determines to remain righteous 23:10-12, 27:4-6.  This answers Satan 2:5
- he believes justice will be done at resurrection
	Exact retribution is true

- God only punishes sinners

4:7-8; 8:6, 20; 11:11, 20

The fate of the wicked

- pictures in which Job is expected to see himself 5:4-5; 15:2, 20-23, 30; 18:11, 13-14, 17-21; 20:18-29

- everyone is wicked before God, therefore Job must be a sinner (weak argument) 25:4-6.  This last speech of Bildad repeats Eliphaz’ prior speeches 4:17-, 15:14-.  No real progress made in the debate.
The Friends invent Job’s sins:

- children have sinned 8:4
- secret sins 15:11-13, bribery 15:34, oppression and greed 20:17-21; cruelty to helpless 22:6-10, ill gotten gains 22:24-25
	Exact retribution is not true
- I will not use the friends’ arguments 32:14

Does not question Job’s past life.

- Job has sinned by his comments about God in this debate 33:8-12

- self righteousness 32:2, 34:5, 35:2
- rebellion 34:35-37
- pride 33:17; 36:9
Elihu Overstates the Case

- accuses Job of saying that God counted him as a liar 34:6 RSV, but Job never says this

- accuses Job of saying he was without transgression 34:6 RSV not true 7:21; 13:23; 14:17
- accuses Job of saying there’s no point being righteous 34:9, 35:3.  not true 23:10-12; 27:4-6
	Exact retribution is not true

- the friends were wrong, Job was right 42:7.  Exact retrib-ution was “their folly” 42:8
- God does not list Job’s sins (to do so would appear to support the friends’ theory)

- accuses Job of self righteous-ness 40:8 and pride 40:9-14
- Behemoth ch40 is a symbol of Job’s pride, Leviathan ch41 is a symbol of sin (human nature) which only God can conquer.
- Job made the mistake in thinking that he was the author of his own righteousness 29:14 = 40:10.  
- but never underestimate the quality of Job’s character .  He ranks with the greatest Ezek 14:14, 20


	God’s Character
	God’s Character:

- unjust and cruel 7:11-21; 9:14-17, 22-24, 28-31; 10:14-18; 13:25-27; 16:12-17; 27:2; 30:20-23, allows the wicked to prosper 9:24, 12:6.  If God is just 8:20 why is this is happening to me? 
- all knowing 31:4
- overwhelming 9:34-35; 13:21
- of great wisdom 12:7-13

- incomprehensible and doesn’t share wisdom 26:5-14; 28:23-28
- a poor ruler of the world.  Uses His power in an arbitrary and destructive manner 9:5-7, 12-13; 12:14-25; 23:13-16
- will not speak to man or answer him 13:22-24; 19:7; 23:9; 30:20; 31:35.  Job wants to find God but cannot 9:11; 23:3, 8 
	Eliphaz: Pure, unapproachable,

- man cannot profit God 22:2
- God finds no pleasure in man 22:3 (not true)

- no pleasure in creation 4:18, 15:15-16 (not true)
- God does not speak to man 5:1 except in visions 4:12-
Bildad: God is just 8:3, 6, 20.  

- no one is blessed without being personally righteous 8:6
- great and powerful 25:1-3 

- has no pleasure in man 25:5-6
Zophar: All knowing 11:7-11
- God has pleasure (?) in the death of the wicked 20:15, 29

- God does not speak to man 11:5

	- God is greater than man 33:12, strong and wise 36:5, all powerful, sustains creation 34:13, but could destroy it in an instant 34:14-15
- God is just 34:17, 36:3.
- Unexplained judgements are evidence of God destroying wickedness 34:20, 25
- God is all knowing 34:21 and does not answer to anyone 34:23
- God speaks to man in many ways: dreams 33:15-18 (7:14?), chastening 33:19-22, through mediators 33:23-33
- God is perfect teacher 36:22-24

- does not answer the proud 35:12.  - God’s silence to Job is not indif-ference, but longsuffering 35:14-16
- man cannot profit God 35:6-8
- uses elements to correct 37:13
	The Parable of Creation
- creation was born 38:8-9 and cared for 38:26 (will one day have God’s character) and brings God pleasure 38:7
- God is just and will one day punish sin 38:12-15.  Natural forces are presently restrained 38:8-11, 23

- God’s power is used for the ultimate wellbeing of mankind 38:10-11, 22-24, 34-38

- animals represent people 40:15, 41:34, including those Job would call undesirable 39:5, 9, 17.  God has pleasure in them and cares for all.
- this complexity shows it is futile to challenge God 40:3-5


	The Solution
	Job’s Solution

- wants an audience with God

9:2-20, 32-35; 10:2; 13:3, 23-14:22; 16:21; 23:3-9; 31:35

- since God is not a man, Job needs a mediator 9:33, but there is none so God will be my redeemer 19:25-26
- no hope of justice in this life 7:9; 14:10-12, so will wait for resurrection 14:13-15, 19:25-26

- expected to be vindicated 14:13-15; 16:19; 17:3-4, 8-9; 19:23-27; 23:10
	- Job should confess his sin and repent 5:8, 17-19; 22:21-30; 8:5-7, 20; 11:13-19
- Job should practice personal righteousness 8:5-6; 11:13-15; 22:21-23
	God always knows what man does and can punish him whenever he likes without a formal inquiry 34:23 (therefore an audience is  not required)

- we can’t understand all God does 36:26-33 or how he does it 37:5, 7, 15, 16, 23 so man should not condemn or challenge Him 37:24

- a mediator is needed to explain God to man 33:23.  Elihu offers himself 33:6, 35:2-3
- Job should confess sin and seek God’s righteousness 33:26-28
	Despite the excellence of Job’s character, he could not save himself 40:9-14
- he became less self absorbed 42:6, responded to chastening 42:5, sought salvation for his friends 42:8 and was blessed himself 42:10
- repents for calling God a poor ruler 40:3-5 and for being self righteous 42:1-6




































