Notes for Lamb’s Book of Life.    Reading: Rev 3:1-6
When Jesus sent out 70 disciples in pairs to preach, they returned full of joy at the success of their mission, but Jesus, without dampening their enthusiasm, reminded them that they had a greater reason to rejoice, Slide 2: Luke 10:20. Even today, to have our name written in heaven is a greater joy than any gift the world could give us, and, as we shall see, it is vital that our names are “written in heaven.” When Jesus used that figure, he expressed an idea that we find throughout scripture, and it is that which we want to explore tonight. The last occasion being in ## Rev 21:27, from where out title is taken. If you are reading the KJV you might argue with that statement, as Rev 22:19 also has “Book of Life,” but as Mar. and the Gk and other versions show, it should read “the tree of life”. That is, if any man takes away from the prophecy of this book, he will be deprived of participation in the “tree of life.” So, Rev 21:27 is the last reference and the only place we find those exact words. ##
The Lamb is a reference to the Lord Jesus in several verses in Revelation and throughout scripture. There are many references and allusions to “The Book of Life,” and we will consider some of these, but there is only one other verse where we have The Lamb & The Book of life together.  ## Rev 13:8. Here are some whose names are not written in the book of life. Who are they? Those who worship “him,” Who is the “him?” ##  In v1 John saw “a beast rise up out of the sea.” That phrase, “From the foundation of the world” Is used many times in scripture and we will look at shortly. This verse is sometimes taken to mean that “the Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world,” which He wasn’t – but typically He was, in the animal that was slain in Gen 3:21, to provide a covering for the nakedness of Adam and Eve, which I believe was a lamb; and also in the typical sacrifices under the Mosiac law. ## 
Slide 3: The RSV Rev 13:8, suggests it was the “names” that were written or not written “from the foundation of the world,” And is not indicating “the Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world,” and Rev 17:8 agrees, ##  ## ##.  
Slide 4. ##  ## Rev 20:15 is of course at the end of the 1000 year reign of Christ, but we will come back to this chapter later.
Slide 5: ##  ##  Gen 5:1  as we read on, we read of Adam and his descendants ##  Sadly all of our names eventually finish up with those words, “And he/she died.” ## ## Rom 5:12 ## 1 Cor 15:22. “In Christ” there is hope, the NT starts ## Matt 1:1. Cp with Gen 5:1. ##  
Slide 6:  While it is essential that our names are in “The book of Life,” sadly, it is possible that names can be blotted out after having been written in the book. ##
Slide 7:  In our reading, Jesus said of a few in the ecclesia at Sardis, “they have not defiled their garments; and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.” ## Rev 3:5.  Obviously others at Sardis would be blotted out if they did not heed our Lord’s warning. We will look again at this chap in the conclusion. Let’s go to the first reference to “The Book of Life” in OT, ##  Exod 32:32. Explain!  Moses request indicates that this is the heavenly register containing the names of God’s covenant people. ##  Exod 32:33. So sin can cause our name to be blotted out of “The book of Life.” Now, V32 indicates this book was already in existence.  So, when was it written? We have seen several verses which read “from the foundation of the world.” When was that? 
Slide 8: Here are a few more examples ## Heb 4:3 “the works” (of creation) ## Matt 25:34 ## In Luke 11:50-51 – Jesus takes us back to Gen 4. ##  Rev 13:8 & 17:8  ## (John 17:24  ## 1 Pet 1:20)  I want to look at those two variations “from” and “before,” to help us understand that phrase, “the foundation of the world.” ##.
Slide 9:  “foundation”  Strongs meaning – Heb 11:11 “Sarah received strength to conceive.”  2 Cor 4:9 - ## ## 1 Pet 1:19-20 ## 
Slide 10:  EI Quote.  ##  ##    
Slide 11:  Exod 32:32 again. ##  ##  ##  ##  Exod 24:7   ##   Psa 69:28  ##    
Slide 12:  ##  Phil 4:3  ##  Phil 3:20,  Just as our names are on the roll in our country, which entitles us to certain priviliges.   ## We mentioned earlier  ##  Rev 20:11.  ##   End of 1000 years reign of Christ, but surely a similar process as at the 1st Judgement when we are judged, which we will look at soon. Up to now, we have only concentrated on “The Book of Life,” but it is evident that the scriptures mention two books that will be involved in the destiny of each responsible saint. Taking this as the pattern of our judgement, what do we learn? ## 
Slide 13:  Rev 20:12 (Those mortals who have died during the 1000 years – “small and great” – and those mortals still living at the end of the 1000 years - the young and old; the rich and poor; the righteous and the wicked.) Remember, that while this is about the judgement at the end of the Millenial Reign of Christ, we are taking this as the pattern of our judgement, which will be of those responsible, who are alive when our Lord comes, and those responsible ones who have died over the centuries prior to his coming , ## Two books ## 1 & 2. That is the one that really matters. Not literal books, but symbolic of the Divine memory ##  There are a number of references suggesting this “day book,” ## Psa 56:8 When David was in danger among the Philistines at Gath (1 Sam 21:10-15) after fleeing from Saul and his enemies -  he puts his trust in God, knowing God was aware of all his wanderings, and his fears, so pleads with Him to put his tears in His book of remembrance. (Q). ##  Mal 3:16 What does it mean To think upon His Name? Not thinking about how His name is to be pronounced or, whether it means “I am” or “I will be” – though there is profit in trying to understand that in line with His purpose – but thinking about the qualities revealed in that Name as shown to Moses in Exod 34:5-7, “The LORD God, merciful and gracious, long suffering and abundant in goodness and truth.” - and how those qualities are shown to us in God’s dealings with men and women and His purpose of redemption. Note “before Him” ie. “In His presence,” ISV.  So, who recorded these details? I suggest our personal angel. Look at soon. The idea of a book of remembrance is suggested by monarchs recording the actions of their servants, eg 
Slide 14:  Esther 6:1. Explain:  ##  ## v2-3    ##   v6. ## v10.
Slide 15:  Psa 87:1-6 This Psa is a celebration of the birth and intergration of foreigners into citizenship of Zion, the place we are told in many verses that God chose to put His Name there. ##  Psa 48:2 “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.”  V4, Men are usually proud of the place of their birth, but in contrast, God will regard the faithful as born in Zion, wherever they are born. Encouraging words!  ##  Heb 12:22-23 
Slide 16: ##  Heb 11:39  ##  Heb 11:40. ## Must face Judgement.
Slide 17:  ##   1 Thess 4:16-17 ##  G726 ##  Acts 8:39-40 – Gaza to Azotus = 30kms. 
Slide 18:  2 Cor 5:10.  “all” – as we explain at LTRBE courses, not everyone who has ever lived will be judged, only those responsible. Paul is writing to believers when he says “all.” Of course, we believe that we will be at the judgement. Paul is not saying that. ##  phaneroo  ##  v11 ##    Rom 14:10-12   ##    John 5:22   ##   But several verses suggest the Angels will be involved in the Judgement.  
Slide 19:   Matt 16:27  ##  Matt 25:31    Why? Well, I believe we each have a personal Angel allotted to us when we are baptized. ##  Heb 1:14  ##  Psa 34:7  ## Acts 12:15 – so that angel knows all about us. ##  Mal 3:16 ##  ISV  It is a sobering thought, for it appears that our ministering angel writes up that record of the events of our daily lives, thoughts and words and actions, good and bad, in what we have called “the day book”. So, our ministering angel will be very fitted to be involved with us in giving an account of our life. In the Kingdom we may have that duty to the mortal population. ?? Heb 2:5 “Unto the angels hath He not put in Subjection the world to come.”
We can be assured that any wrong doings for which we have sought forgiveness will not be mentioned, ## Psa 32:1 – David’s sins are there in the scriptures for all to read, but will not be mentioned at the judgement. That is part of the New Covenant, ## Heb 10:17  “Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”    How important to seek forgiveness! 
Slide 20: Rev 20:12 ##  ISV  ##  That is not teaching, nor am I saying that salvation is by works. Our faith should result in good works. That is made clear in James 2:17  ##  Rev 3:5  ## Luke 12:8-9  ##  So, it appears the Angels will be involved in our judgement and our Lord may make the final decision ##  ##   Matt 25:33 ## 
Slide 21:  Matt 25:34  ##  Matt 7:23  ##  ##  Rev 3:1  ### ## 
Slide 22:   ##  ##  ##   Rev 3:2 ##  Rev 3:6  ##  
Slide 23:  Rev 3:21  ##  Col 1:21-23  ##                        

