PAGE  
4
Galatians 


GALATIANS—Christ and Faith vs. Law and Rituals
Chapter 1(Faith saves because it results in obedience.
The Basic Theme of the Epistle(“By Love Serve One Another”
1. Christ and Faith:  Christ crucified—the power of God to redeem us from the power of sin—the motivating power to holiness of life.
as  opposed  to
2. Law and Rituals:  Trusting in keeping religious rites and ceremonies in order to merit salvation—without a complete transformation of character.
Freedom in Christ vs. Bondage to Sin.

The Galatians were headed right back into a system of bondage(of rules and regulations which no one had been able to keep(in order to merit salvation. A vain attempt to cover up a life conformed to this world with forms and rituals of an empty religious shell. They were in danger of losing the power that God had provided which is stronger than sin(the power to become a completely new spiritual person by joining the Lord Jesus Christ in crucifying the old man(and believing that God can do for me, with my terrible weakness and my miserable nature, what he did for all those in Hebrews 11 who were energized by faith to live and act for God.

Faith saves because it results in obedience!
Faith saves because it results in God’s character—His righteousness—being developed in us leading to obedience. Faith is an active (not passive) motive power by which Christ is formed in us. The spirit word engenders faith and faith energizes us to be doers of the word—so that genuine faith generates obedience and obedience proves faith is real. The law was designed to highlight sin and our sinful nature(but was never intended to give life because flesh unaided is too weak to keep it to perfection.

The Judaizers—Why was Paul so alarmed and distressed?
· The Judaizers were attempting to impose keeping the law as the basis for salvation, instead of faith in Christ crucified.

· They were turning to a religion of form and ceremony, with no power to crucify the sinful nature—a religion which only went skin-deep, superficial, seeking to be justified by empty rituals, which were powerless to transform their lives to reflect God’s righteousness.

· They were scrupulous in the minor matters of mint, anise, cummin(but lax in the major concerns of justice, mercy, and faith (Mt 23:23).

JUDAIZING—seeking to combine the Mosaic institutions with the gospel—the first step to that awful apostasy by which the world has been cursed for so many ages.
Paul expressed his fear of the Galatians...they were becoming zealous of the ordinances of the law…they had got it into their heads that except they were circumcised and kept the law of Moses, as well as believed and obeyed the gospel of the kingdom, they could not be saved. Therefore they desired to be under the law, and began to busy themselves about keeping the Sabbath, and doing other works which Moses had enjoined upon Israel. Paul was very much distressed at this, and describes himself as “travailing in birth again until Christ be formed in them… I say unto you that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing… Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”  [Elpis Israel, p17, 1942 Ed.]
Why were the Galatians adopting Judaism so readily, turning to it so quickly?

Because it is a religion that is a whole lot easier to live with(just do the rituals and that will take care of your sins. You can stop fighting your natural self and losing the battle each day, and getting yourself all frustrated and depressed. How many of your friends are willing to face up to what we battle with every day of our lives, and the Lord Jesus Christ battled every hour of every day? They want something a whole lot easier than that to bring them salvation(and that was the great appeal of the Judaizers.

To which ecclesias in Galatia was the epistle addressed?

It was sent to the ecclesias established by Paul and Barnabas on the 1st missionary journey, and revisited by Paul at the start of the 2nd and 3rd journeys (Acts 13-18):

	· Antioch in Pisidia
	· Lystra

	· Iconium
	· Derbe


Paul suffered greatly in the cities of Galatia—perhaps more than in any other area.
Acts 14:5
—When a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and Jews [at Iconium], with their rulers, to abuse and stone them, they fled to Lystra and Derbe.

Acts 14:19—Jews from Antioch and Iconium came [to Lystra]; and having persuaded the multitudes, stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.

2Tim 3:10(You have carefully followed my…persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured.

When did Paul write the epistle?
It was probably NOT an early epistle, but was written later in AD 57/58—after the Jerusalem conference, and after Paul had visited the ecclesias at the outset of the 3rd journey in AD 54. It was probably written after that visit, when Paul got word of their rapid declension, and was not then free to again visit Galatia. The epistle fits best after 2Corinthians and before Romans.

Gal 4:20 —I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.

The Epistle is divided into three clear-cut sections.
Chapters 1-2  Credentials—Paul establishes his direct divine call and authority independent of the apostles at Jerusalem, but in full harmony and agreement with them.

Chapters 3-4  Exposition(The relation of the Law of Moses to the Abrahamic promises and the dispensation of grace and faith.
Chapters 5-6  Exhortation—The complete transformation and dedication and purity and love and self-sacrifice and service that must follow our redemption in Christ.

Paul starts out abruptly with a defense of his authority; no words of commendation.
Gal 1:1—Paul, an apostle (not sent from men, nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead), and all the brethren who are with me, to the ecclesias [called out ones] of Galatia.

1Cor 9:1—Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?

He had not been sent by the other apostles, and had not obtained his instruction through them, nor was he in any way inferior to them as the Judaizers claimed—he was a genuine, authentic, qualified apostle!
Jesus Christ died for us, on our behalf, to rescue us out of this present wicked age.

Gal 1:3(Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever.

Christ went to the cross to crucify the inherent evil in the nature he bore in common with us—to show us that sin nature must be repudiated and put to death to provide a righteous basis for God to forgive our sins. We are forgiven because we are one with the Lord Jesus Christ, and are committed to what he did and why he did it. This was in direct contrast to Judaism which implied that man’s nature was inherently good and life could be achieved by merit through works of law.

This is one of the key atonement passages:
1. Jesus Christ willingly gave himself for [on account of] our sins.
2. He died to deliver us from [rescue us out of] this present evil age—the evil within us and in the world around us.
3. It was the Father’s will that he go to the cross to redeem us and draw us from sin.
4. There is absolutely no room for any man to boast that he has earned life eternal by his own works—all glory is due to the Deity for developing His righteousness in us.
He did not die instead of us—we all died to sin with him.
2Cor 5:14—If One died for all, then all died; and he died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and rose again. 

2Tim 2:11—If we died with him, we shall also live with him.

· He overcame sin by his perfect life, took the body of sin to the cross and put it to death to destroy its power, then rose triumphant over sin, death and the grave.
· We share his victory by becoming one with him, identifying with his death to sin.
For us, everything depends upon total identification with Christ!   We are—
	1:10
	Bondservants of Christ.
	4:7
	Heirs of God through Christ.

	2:16
	Justified by faith in Christ.
	4:19
	Reborn by Christ formed in us.

	2:20
	Crucified with Christ.
	5:1
	Made free by Christ.

	3:27
	Baptized into Christ.
	6:2
	Striving to fulfill the law of Christ.

	3:28
	All one in Christ Jesus.
	6:14
	In Christ cut off by the world.


Paul was astonished at their readiness to desert the Truth.
Gal 1:6—I marvel that you are turning away so soon…

1. Either their defection occurred very soon after the Gospel was first preached to them in AD 48-49(which requires an early dating of the epistle in AD 50-51, or

2. They still held the Truth when he last visited them in AD 54, but had deserted it and readily embraced Judaism as soon as it was introduced to them(which relates well to a later dating in AD 57-58, after the 3rd visit.
Judaism was not another gospel but a perversion of the truth.
Gal 1:6…from Him who called you in the grace of Christ to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.

The Judaizers claimed that Paul’s gospel was imperfect without the law—that the law was from God and must be upheld by all who would be saved—that Christ was not a replacement for the law, but that his obedience to the law was proof that the way to life was through the law. Paul argued that what the Judaizers taught was a perverted gospel that would bring them back into bondage to rituals, and had no power to save.

No apostle! No angel! could ever preach another gospel.
Gal 1:8—But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

The Judaizers claimed that Peter and the other apostles upheld the law, but that Paul preached a defective gospel by omitting the law. And since the law had been delivered by Angels, that was a guarantee it would remain in force. But Paul was vehement! It was time for very plain speaking: “If you attempt to be justified by law, Christ will profit you nothing—if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain!”

This was not the first time Paul had warned them against reverting to rituals.
Gal 1:9—As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 

Acts 16:4—And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. So the ecclesias were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.

The former occasion may have been when Paul traveled with Silas through Galatia at the start of the 2nd journey and delivered the decrees from the Jerusalem conference.

Paul refuted the Judaizers’ charge of man-pleasing.
Gal 1:10—Am I trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant [slave] of Christ. (NIV)
Paul was accused of being inconsistent and self-serving by modifying his doctrine as necessary. He circumcised Timothy (half-Jewish), but not Titus (a Gentile). He refused to require Gentiles to keep the law, but continued to observe it himself in the temple at Jerusalem. He had become all things to all men, but the charge of duplicity was false, and the marks of bond-service to Christ were proof he was not a man-pleaser.

Paul’s gospel was not by man but by direct revelation.
Gal 1:11—I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Paul’s detractors had attacked him personally in order to destroy his influence and overthrow his doctrine. They charged he had been taught the gospel by men and was therefore inferior to the apostles. Paul vigorously defended himself in order to defend the gospel—he had learned from none other than the Lord himself.

There was no way that any man could have convinced Paul to accept Christ.
Gal 1:13—You have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the ecclesia of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.

Paul had been a brilliant scholar under Gamaliel, excelling all his age in the study of the law and zeal for its traditions—a Pharisee destined for great things—who while breathing threats and murder against the disciples had been converted to the faith he once despised!

Paul’s credentials as a Pharisee were impeccable.

Phil 3:4—If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.

Jesus Christ was manifested to the Gentiles in Paul’s life and character.
Gal 1:15—When it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him among Gentiles.

Isa 49:1—The Lord called me from the womb.

Prophetic of Christ, but applied to Paul who manifested Christ to the Gentiles.
God’s grace had transformed the apostle into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
Gentiles who had never seen Christ now saw him manifested in Paul’s life and character, which must also be true of us.
Paul was commissioned to show Gentiles Messiah’s way of life(so they would become followers of him as he was of Christ.

Already the false doctrine was setting in that Jesus Christ could not have been a man, because no man could do what he had done(he had to be a god-person. This was the false teaching which John labeled “a deceiver and an antichrist”(that Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh. Since he did not have to battle a nature like mine bent toward evil, don’t expect me to follow his example and overcome the flesh. That’s how vital this issue was, and why Judaism was deadly.

Paul’s preaching to Gentiles was a continuation of Christ’s mission.
Isa 49:6—Indeed He says, “It is too small a thing that you should be my Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 13:47—So the Lord has commanded us: “I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.”

Paul was actually completing Messiah’s work in bringing salvation to the Gentiles.
Paul had no contact with the apostles for the first 3 years.
Gal 1:16—I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. After three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him 15 days. I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

The Judaizers claimed Paul received his instruction from the apostles—but it was not true—he had been secluded in Arabia (probably at Sinai, 4:25), and had then preached for 3 years before his first brief visit to Jerusalem to see Peter.

Paul was unknown to the Judean ecclesias for many years.
Gal 1:21—Afterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; and I was unknown by face to the ecclesias of Judea which were in Christ. But they were hearing only, “He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy.” And they glorified God in me.

The Judaizers claimed Paul had spent considerable time in Judea after conversion, assisting the apostles and learning from them. Paul refutes this—his preaching had been confined to the areas of Tarsus, Antioch and Damascus—not Judea.

Chapter 2(Judaism would overthrow faith(One man withstood it!

Paul again visited Jerusalem 14 years after his conversion.
Gal 2:1—After 14 years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and Titus.

· This visit fits best with the Acts 15 Jerusalem conference in AD 51; which was 14 years after Paul’s conversion in AD 37. 

· His escape from Damascus after his conversion (Acts 9), was during the time Aretas was king over Damascus in AD 37-40 (2Cor 11:32).

· The Acts 11:30 visit to Jerusalem was in AD 44, when Herod Agrippa died (Acts 12:23); which was 7 years prior to the Gal 2:1 visit in AD 51.

Paul had a private meeting to assure a united stand in dealing with the Judaizers.
Gal 2:2—I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain.

Acts 13:39—[The gospel he preached at Antioch in Pisidia] “By him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by Moses law.”

His work would be undermined if the apostles imposed circumcision on the Gentile converts, diverting them from faith in Christ.

The Jerusalem Conference.

Acts 15:22—The apostles and elders...wrote this letter…“To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia… Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you…saying, ‘You must be circumcised and keep the law’—to whom we gave no such commandment…v28(It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:

1. that you abstain from things offered to idols,
2. from blood,
3. from things strangled,
4. and from sexual immorality.” [all were religious practices associated with idolatry]
The Apostles at Jerusalem had not required Titus to be circumcised.
Gal 2:3—Not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. This occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in, who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage [to Jewish ordinances], to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, 

that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

The Judaizers came into the ecclesia under false pretenses—to reassert Jewish exclusiveness with circumcision and law keeping—reverting to empty rituals and self-merit in place of the transforming power of the cross of Christ.

The Apostles endorsed Paul’s work among the Gentiles.
Gal 2:7—When they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter…when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be [were acknowledged to be] pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

Paul’s credentials and authority had been acknowledged and endorsed by the leaders in the Jerusalem ecclesia—his divine commission was equal to Peter’s.

Paul was urged to remember the poor in Jerusalem while working with Gentiles.
Gal 2:10—They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.

1Cor 16:1—Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the ecclesias of Galatia, so you must do also. On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper… whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem.

Paul diligently promoted contributing to the poor brethren at Jerusalem.

This false doctrine was about to overthrow the truth—one man stood alone!
Gal 2:11—When Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. The rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.

This probably occurred not long after the Jerusalem conference. Peter may have yielded to the argument that his work and influence in Jerusalem were imperiled by association with Gentiles.

Peter’s actions were inconsistent and gave support to the Judaizers.
Gal 2:14—When I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?” 

Contrast Peter’s earlier statement: Acts 15:10—“Why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”

Peter withdrew through fear of men, not because he agreed with their doctrine.

This was a major, major issue.

Either the Judaizers prevailed and Christianity was paganized and became a hallow system of rituals and feast days(exactly where it did end up by the 4th century, and where we see it today(or, the Apostle Paul prevailed, who understood the power of Christ crucified in the life of believers, and the gospel was given an opportunity to convert men and women and transform them into spiritual people.

Peter’s epistles were written to endorse Paul’s teachings.

1Pet 1:23—Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever(this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you [by Paul].
2Pet 3:15—Account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation(as our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, in all his epistles, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do the rest of the Scriptures.

Paul’s rebuke of Peter was public knowledge(he did not want the Judaizers to exploit this.

Paul and Peter both knew the futility of seeking righteousness by works of law.
Gal 2:15—We ourselves, who are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, yet who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified.  (RSV)
Ps 143:2—In your sight no one living is righteous.

Works of law as practiced under Judaism were based on “What I do—if I do enough good works I can be saved”—rather than on the transformed character God develops in us.
“Works of law”(the rites and ceremonies of the ritual law.
Col 2:16—Let no one act as your judge in regard to food, drink, a festival, a new moon or a Sabbath day—things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; the substance belongs to Christ. v20(Why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees: “Do not handle, taste, touch!”…in accordance with teachings of men? These are matters which have the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion, self-abasement, severe treatment of the body, but of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Judaism had its roots in the OT—keeping rituals of law while indulging the flesh!
1Sam 15:22—To obey is better than sacrifice.

Ps 50:10—Every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Offer to God thanksgiving, pay your vows.

Isa 1:13—Bring no more futile sacrifices; incense is an abomination to me. New Moons, Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies—I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting.

Amos 5:21—I hate, despise your feast days…though you offer me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them…let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.

The Gospel brings a greater awareness of sinfulness—that is not the fault of Christ.

Gal 2:17—If while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners [like Gentiles], is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed [pulled down], I prove myself to be a transgressor. For through [my experience of] the law I died to the law [renounced it as a means of justification or ground of merit], that I might live [a life of holiness] to God.

To revert to what he had forsaken would reduce him to his old position as a transgressor since the law could not justify him.

Faith in Christ(crucified with him!
Gal 2:20—I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Paul sees himself nailed to the stake with Christ—endorsing and identifying with his death to sin. He had surrendered fully to the transforming power of the cross—the motive power to holiness by which the mind and character of Christ had been formed in him—that as Christ manifested the Father, Paul now revealed Christ in his life.

I died…I live again under an entirely new principle…wholly absorbed in Christ.
The Judaizers could not be saved by the rituals of the law, but neither can we be saved by the cross, unless we identify with Christ’s death to sin and are crucified with him. 
We must develop far beyond a religion of rituals to intense, personal love of Christ and God and righteousness and holiness. Unless this complete absorption into Christ—this driving dedication to drawing ever closer to God and to perfection—unless it truly takes over and transforms our life, then the Judaizers were right—that by casting off the pure and holy bonds of law, we have just opened the door to the indulgences of the flesh.

Justified by faith and by works.
“If a saint has no righteousness of his own, Jesus Christ will refuse to be righteousness for him at the judgment. He covers naked sinners, that, as saints, they may develop works; that by these works which perfect faith, they may be justified, as Abraham was. Sinners are justified by faith in the obedience of faith, which is baptism; while saints are justified by works in the presence of the Righteous Judge ‘at his appearing and his kingdom.’”   [Anastasis, p27, 1935 Ed.]
Faith justifies sinners(Obedience justifies saints.
Christendom’s false teaching(“The obedience of the commandments of Christ is beyond human power. If a man has faith in the atoning blood of Christ, the righteousness of Christ is imputed to him, and although the love of Christ will constrain him to good works, his salvation in no way depends upon those.”

The Bible’s true teaching(“The obedience of the commandments of Christ is essential to the salvation of those who believe in the Gospel. While faith (made effectual in baptism) turns a sinner into a saint, obedience only will secure a saint’s acceptance at the judgment seat of Christ. A disobedient saint will be rejected more decisively than even an unjustified sinner.” 
[Christendom Astray, p407, l922 Ed.]
There is only one way to attain righteousness—through the grace of God leading to faith in Christ and identification with his death to sin.
Gal 2:21—I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing.

If life could be attained through law, then Christ’s death served no purpose. There was no way to reconcile the Gospel and Judaism—they were mutually exclusive—the one canceled out the other—they could not have both. 
Chapter 3(Righteousness comes by faith(not by works of law.

O senseless, thoughtless Galatians! Who has deluded you?
Gal 3:1—O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?

They had failed to grow in the word and develop the mind of the spirit, and had been led astray from faith in Christ to the flesh-pleasing way of seeking perfection by keeping rules and rituals. Paul had shown them Christ crucified by teaching and by example. He had made them see that to accept Christ was only possible by identifying themselves with him in crucifying the flesh.

The spirit gifts had come to them by faith and were a mark of God’s approval.
Gal 3:2—This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?

Are you now perfecting yourselves? They were vainly seeking to complete a process which God had commenced, by a means which depended upon man’s self-achievement. Had their sufferings for the cross of Christ been to no purpose?

Abraham was proof that faith justifies—not law.
Gal 3:5—Therefore he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does he do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.

Faith in what God has promised is the basis of forgiveness by which a man is counted righteous in God’s sight. Abraham believed that God would do what He promised, and was justified by his faith before circumcision, 400 years before the law. The true family of Abraham are one in mind and purpose and are justified by his kind of faith.

Gentiles share in the blessing of Abraham through faith in Christ crucified.
Gal 3:8—The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.

Acts 3:26—“To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”

Acts 2:21—Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Gentiles are forgiven and reconciled through faith in Christ—followed by repentance and baptism into his death.

To rely on works of law is a futile attempt to be justified by personal merit.
Gal 3:10—As many as are of [rely on] the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 

Jas 2:10—Whoever keeps the whole law, yet stumble in one point, is guilty of all.

Rom 3:20—By the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight.

Striving for perfection by law fosters pride in self-achievement and a wrong expectation of reward for self-merit.

We can never earn a right to life by our merit—Salvation is the free gift of God.
Eph 2:8—For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

The grace of God is his undeserved kindness in granting us forgiveness through faith in Christ Jesus, and his constant goodness towards us in every aspect of our lives—through his chastening and the power of the word we may be prepared to inherit life. 

Righteousness cannot be attained by works of law.
Gal 3:11—It is evident that no man is justified before God by the law; for “He who through faith is righteous shall live”; but the law does not rest on faith, for “He who does them shall live by them.”  (RSV)
Hab 2:4—The proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith.

Lev 18:5—You shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them.

The Judaizers concept of law concerns doing in one’s own strength. Faith expresses trusting in God to transform us, and excludes self as the ground of sufficiency.

The law cursed and could not remove sin—Christ redeemed from the curse of both.
Gal 3:13—Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus [without their coming under law], that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Christ came under the curse of the law in the mode of his death that he might take it away. His sinless life ensured his resurrection; the law had no further claim upon him. By identifying with him, sharing his death, we share his victory. 

The law came much later and could not change the promise to Abraham or Christ.
Gal 3:15—I speak in the manner of men: though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it. To Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “To seeds,” as of many, but as of one, “To your Seed,” who is Christ. The law, 430 years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect. For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 

430—Abraham called in Ur at age 70.
400—Isaac born when Abraham 100.

Christ was the One Seed of Abraham because of his perfect faith in his Father.
Heb 10:38—My righteous one shall live by faith. 

Heb 12:2—Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith…

Ps 22:9—Thou didst make me trust when upon my mother’s breasts. Upon Thee I was cast from birth; Thou hast been my God from my mother’s womb.

His perfect obedience resulted from his absolute faith in his Father to keep him from sinning—this is at the heart of why faith is superior to law.

What purpose then did the law serve?
Gal 3:19—It was added [temporarily] because of [Israel’s] transgressions, till the [one] seed [Christ] should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. A mediator is not of one, but God is one.

Rom 3:30—It is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.  (KJV)
The law emphasized separation between God, the angel, Moses and the people. Not so the promise. God is preeminently one—Christ is one with God, and in Christ both Jew and Gentile are made one with God.

God did not give Moses a law that failed(Christ fulfilled it. 

Ps 119:97—Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.

Rom 7:12—The law is holy, and the commandment holy, just and good.

“The object of the law was to make man feel his native powerlessness, that he might be placed in a position in which salvation should be a gift by favor of God on the condition of faith leading to obedience. The law was a purely temporary institution destined to pass away when its mission should be accomplished in silencing man and developing God’s righteousness in Christ.” 
[Law of Moses, p5, 1946 Ed.]

The law was designed to highlight sin and our sinful nature.
Rom 3:19—For by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Rom 5:20—The law entered that the offense might abound.

Rom 7:13—That sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful.

Paul termed the law “the ministry of condemnation” and “the ministry of death, engraved on stones(which glory was passing away.”  [2Cor 3:9,7]
Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? Not at all!
Gal 3:21(If a law had been given which was able to impart life, righteousness would indeed have been based on law. But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise [of justification] by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

The law was never designed to produce life—its purpose was to show the inherent weakness of man, his hopelessness apart from God’s grace. All human efforts are marred by sin—only justification by faith in Christ can break the bondage to sin.

The law was our teacher instructing us about Christ.
Gal 3:23—Before faith [in Christ] came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up [by the law] to the faith which was later to be revealed. Therefore the law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith. Now that faith [in Christ as the redeemer] has come, we are no longer under a tutor.

Paul says they were shut up both by sin and by law—the law was a guard that was as exacting as sin was powerful. The law served to instruct and train in righteousness until Christ came and faith was perfected in him—then its function ceased.

The law was a secondary, temporary arrangement added much later to the basic plan of salvation through faith. The purpose of the law was to—

	1
	Expose and highlight sin.
	3
	Show the impossibility of anyone earning life.

	2
	Convict all of sin.
	4
	Foreshadow and typify and lead up to Christ.


“The law was a ritual system divinely declared to be an allegory of the principles and purposes of the divine mind in his dealings with the human race.” [Law of Moses, p3]
The 10 Commandments are Yahweh’s Covenant—rituals were added to amplify it.
Ex 34:28—He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. Deut 4:12—He declared to you his covenant which he commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments.
“The sanctuary and ordinances of divine service, prescribed in what is called the ritual and ceremonial law, in its detail, are scripturally treated as mere appurtenances and amplifications of the first covenant promulgated from Sinai in the ten commandments.” 
[Law of Moses, p22, 1946 Ed.]

To return to the law was not a higher step of holiness, as the Judaizers claimed.
It was a falling back down from the things of the spirit which transform the heart, to the elementary things that merely regulate the flesh. Paul did not want them to go back to the formalism of law and hide behind the outward rituals and cover up a way of life that was not in harmony with what the rituals were intended to teach. External regulations and ordinances do not go deep enough—by themselves they do not transform the heart.

We are adopted into the One Seed by faith and union with Christ.

Gal 3:26—You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

We put on Christ by identifying with his death in baptism—our sins are covered and God sees us as his sons and daughters because we are one with Christ by faith.

Chapter 4(God did what the law could not do because flesh is weak.

Being under law was like a young heir before maturity.
Gal 4:1—Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians [as to himself] and managers [as to his property] until the date set by the father. So also we [Jews], while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.

The external rites and ceremonies of the law were the elementary principles of instruction—subjection to them was essential until the realities in Christ had come.

God did what the law could not do because flesh is weak.
Gal 4:4—When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth his Son, born [came to be, made] of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
Christ met all of the needs of men:
· He was born under law so he could redeem those under law.
· He was born of a woman to redeem all men from the bondage of sin and death.
· He was begotten of God that all might be adopted as sons and daughters of God.
They were sons and heirs! Why would they choose to again be slaves to law?
Gal 4:6—Because you are sons, God has sent forth the spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

The spirit of Christ is formed in us by the power of the word—his disposition, character, attributes. Christ in us leads to a life of dependence upon God, fellowship with God, obedience and service to God. Abba and Pater are the Hebrew and Greek words for father(Jew and Gentile are one in Christ and have one Father.

Wm. Ramsay described the Phrygian religion in Cities and Bishoprics of Phrygia
“A highly elaborate religious system reigned over the country…The priestly hierarchy at the great religious centers, expounded the will of the god to his worshippers…the whole system, with its prophets, priests, religious law, punishments inflicted by the god for the infractions of the ceremonial law…presented a remarkable resemblance in external type to the old Jewish ceremonial and religious rule…After being set free from the bonds of a hard ceremonial law, they were putting themselves once more into the bonds of another ceremonial law, equally hard.”

They were known by God—He had been working in their lives to transform them.
Gal 4:8—At that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods. Now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved again? You observe days, months, seasons, years.

Paganism and Judaism were religious systems with many external rituals—both relied on self-achievement and led to pride in ceremonialism—both failed to transform the hearts and minds of men.

Come back to my position, for I became like you were, without bondage to law.
Gal 4:11—I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain. I beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are [were]. You have done me no wrong.
Paul again alluded to Isa 49:

Isa 49:4—I said, “I have toiled in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing, vanity…”

1Cor 9:19—I have made myself a slave to all…to those who are without law, as without law…that I might win those who are without law.

Paul went to Galatia to get relief from a loathsome disease. 

Gal 4:13—You know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time; that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus himself. Where then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness, that if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.

At first they had not let his bodily affliction detract from his message. Now they were being influenced by the Judaizers who disparaged Paul as weak and contemptible.

Paul’s thorn was possibly chronic malaria fever—Ramsay in Paul the Traveler. 
“I have suggested that this malady was a species of chronic malaria fever… In some constitutions malaria fever tends to recur in very distressing and prostrating paroxysms (spasms, convulsions) whenever one’s energies are taxed. Such an attack is…absolutely incapacitating and the sufferer can only lie and feel himself a shaking and helpless weakling…feeling contempt and loathing for self…The malarial headache has often been described ‘like a red hot bar thrust through the forehead,’ of which the ‘stake in the flesh’ is a strikingly illustrative metaphor.”

Christ must be formed in them by taking on his characteristics, being transformed.
Gal 4:16—Have I become your enemy [as Judaizers claimed for not preaching the complete saving gospel] because I tell you the truth? They zealously court you, but for no good; they want to exclude you [from salvation], that you may be zealous for them [by circumcision and law keeping]. It is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you [their devotion to the truth was inconsistent]. 
My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you, I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.

The allegory of the two women and their sons—Flesh versus Spirit.
Gal 4:21—You who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? It is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman, one by the free woman. The son by the bondwoman was born according to flesh, the son by the free woman through promise.

The Judaizers reasoned that Isaac was born after Abraham was circumcised, proving that circumcision was essential, and so was the law related to it. Paul says Ishmael was conceived by a slave-woman by the will of flesh—but Isaac was born of a free-woman by promise, by the spirit, by faith in God.

The old Mosaic Covenant verses the new Abrahamic Covenant.
Gal 4:24—This is allegorically speaking: for these women are two covenants, one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. 

This Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, 

for she is in slavery with her children.

	Two
	Hagar
	Sarah

	Women
	Bondslave
	Free

	Mountains
	Sinai
	Zion

	Covenants
	Mosaic
	Abrahamic

	Cities
	Jerusalem then
	Jerusalem future

	Sons
	Born of flesh
	Born of spirit


Born in Zion means sonship in Christ is by divine intervention—not human will.

Gal 4:26—The Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written: “Rejoice, O barren, you who do not bear! Break forth and shout, you who are not in labor! For the desolate has many more children than she who has a husband.” (Isa 54:1)
Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise.

Isaac was born by direct intervention of God; there are no natural born sons of the Abrahamic covenant—are all born anew from above through the word by faith.

Born according to the flesh, or born according to the spirit.
Gal 4:29—As he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what does the Scripture [Sarah] say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bond-woman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” (Gen 21:10) 

So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.

Ishmael was born of the flesh to a slave-mother and persecuted the true heir—by persecuting the true believers the Judaizers proved they were of flesh and not of spirit.

Chapter 5(Through love serve one another.

Christ has made us free from bondage to sin and to law.
Gal 5:1—Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

Rom 6:14—Sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. v18(Having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

Rom 10:4—Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

The Galatians had been enslaved to idolatry—Judaism was another form of bondage—both held men in captivity to mechanical ritual, and to their own passions.

The Judaizers’ circumcision was an outward ritual that left the inner private life untouched—Abraham’s circumcision was a token of his already circumcised heart.
Gal 5:2—I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Circumcision was a cutting off of the flesh, a symbol of cutting away of fleshly desires—but the symbol was borne by many who made no effort to circumcise their hearts (6:13). Christ crucified embodied all that circumcision typified—the cutting off of all unlawful desires and a complete submission to the Divine will.

Five proofs that Christ is greater than the law.
1. Heb 7:19—The law made nothing perfect.
2. 21(They became priests without an oath, but he with an oath—“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”
3. 23(There were many priests because they were prevented by death from continuing—he continues forever. 

4. 27(He does not need daily to offer up sacrifices as those high priests—this he did once for all when he offered up himself. 

5. 28(The law appoints as high priests men who have weakness—the word of the oath appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.
To undermine faith in Christ was to destroy the Truth.
Phil 3:2—Look out for the dogs, look out for the evil-workers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For we are the true circumcision, who worship God in spirit, and glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh. (RSV)
Titus 1:10—There are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach, for the sake of sordid gain…Reprove them severely that they may be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth.

Righteousness by faith is the result of an inward transformation of mind and heart.
Gal 5:5—We through the spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 

In Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith
working through love.

The term "spirit" refers to the inner man, the new man, the law of the mind—the domain where the spirit word can influence a man and govern his actions.

Faith is expressed in loving obedience to God and selfless service to others.

They were making good progress toward the Kingdom—who had diverted them?
Gal 5:7—You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

“A circumcised person is bound to keep that which he cannot possibly keep; and which if he did keep could not benefit him, because justification to life is by faith in the promise, and not by conformity to the Mosaic law.” [Elpis, p248, 1942 Ed.]
One person was troubling them by claiming divine approval through works of law. 
Gal 5:10—I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased. I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off!

If, as alleged, Paul was preaching circumcision as a means to life, then there was no need to be crucified with Christ, and the stumbling-block of the cross was removed.
Freedom in Christ has responsibilities and temptations.
Gal 5:13—For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh. 

1Pet 2:16—Do not use your freedom as a covering for evil; use it as bondslaves of God.

Jude 4—Certain persons have crept in…who turn the grace of God into licentiousness.

Rom 6:1—Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?

Sin deceives as well as enslaves—it is a plausible allurement that since there is forgiveness the sin may be indulged.

Through love serve one another—the love God requires is preeminently service!
Gal 5:14—The law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

Rom 13:8—Love does no harm to a neighbor; love is the fulfillment of the law.

1Tim 1:5—The purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, from sincere faith.

Judaism was leading to strife in the ecclesias, not to selfless loving service.

Religious observance without agape love for one another is empty ritual. 

God has given us a power stronger than flesh!
Gal 5:16—Walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you would. But if you are led by the Spirit you are not under the law. (RSV)
Rom 2:14—When Gentiles who do not have the law do instinctively the things of the law…they show the work of the law written in their hearts.

Rom 8:4—That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

The flesh is powerful and its works are ugly!
Gal 5:19—The works of the flesh are evident, which are [17]: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

All attempts to defeat flesh by works of law are futile—they have the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement, but cannot check fleshly indulgence.

The Fruit of the Spirit—fruit produced by the transforming power of the word.
1.
Love—the first and greatest and most essential—the power and spirit of all the rest.

2.
Joy—in God, in everything in life, for all is of God for a wise and loving purpose.

3.
Peace—an inner quietness and confidence in his absolute goodness toward us.

4.
Longsuffering—patient under his chastening, and forbearing toward others.

5.
Kindness—devoted to the comfort and well being of others, without harshness.

6.
Goodness—God-likeness, absolute integrity, devoted to purity and wholesomeness.

7.
Faithfulness—to God, trusting him implicitly always, and obedient under trial.

8.
Gentleness—true humility and lowliness of mind and spirit in all our actions.

9.
Self-control—by the word, over all the desires, reactions and impulses of the flesh.

The truth divides between the works of the flesh and the fruits of the spirit.
The truth is a separating power. It is such in regard to the evil side of human life—it is intended to cut us off from the works of the flesh in all its associations. The fruits of the spirit must all be cultivated and manifested in our lives—not just those which appeal to us or are natural to our particular character and personality. We must not assume that, since we are developing some of the fruits of the spirit, we shall be excused others. 
Our goal must be to develop and manifest all of the spirit’s fruits through the transforming power of the word.

WALK in the SPIRIT—It is the only way!
“We must give ourselves wholly to the spirit-word. We can choose—either the guidance of the spirit as revealed in the word, or the thoughts and desires of the flesh. No one can plead inability. We can do whatever we want to do, if we want it badly enough, and will seek help and guidance in the right place. We can walk in the spirit. If we couldn’t, we would not be told to do so. God does not mock us by requiring impossibilities. We cannot reach perfection. We will repeatedly stumble, and have to try again. But the basic portion of our life can be purity, love, kindness, service, holiness and spiritual-mindedness, if we ask in faith and trust his chastening.”

Renewed by the Spirit Word.  [Elpis Israel, p51-53, 1942 Ed.]
“You are clean through the word which I have spoken to you.” This word is the great instrument of holiness and purification. It changes men’s minds; loosens their attachment to earthly things; creates a new and right spirit within them; and develops in their lives, fruit... When the mental disposition…is renewed, it becomes a mirror in which one…can discern the spirit, or behold a reflection of the Divine Nature. This image of God in a man’s character can only be created by the word. The testimony of God came by the Holy Spirit...the effects of the word believed are attributed to the spirit. Because the word sets men to breathing in God’s moral atmosphere, it is termed “spirit and life.” A man renewed by the truth, is renewed by the spirit.

Be doers of the word, not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
Ezek 33:31—They sit before you as my people, and they hear your words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their hearts pursue their own gain. Indeed you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do not do them.

James gives the same picture when he speaks of a man looking at himself in the searching mirror of God’s perfect law, then going out and forgetting what he saw.

If you belong to Christ, then identify yourself with him!
Gal 5:24—Those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

“The acceptance of Christ as Savior is a repudiation of the claims of sin to be master. Christ is accepted as Lord with such personal devotion that active motives and powers for holiness take the dominant position formerly held by fleshly desires. A new center of power is established by this allegiance to Christ, and even though the old habits persist with weakened power; though there is repeated failure to reach the desired standard, yet the old habit centers have been broken, to be gradually overcome.”

We live by the Spirit as individuals and as members of the ecclesia.
Gal 5:25(If we live in the Spirit, let us walk [together in the ecclesia] in the Spirit. 

Let us not become conceited, provoking [challenging], envying one another.

We can be in the environment of the Truth and yet not be affected by it, if we fail to grasp hold of the transforming power of the word to develop the qualities of the spirit. Judaism fostered competitiveness and conflict by glorying in self-achievement in works of law and led to challenging others to compete with them in their display of self-righteousness.

Take care of your ecclesia.

1Tim 3:15—I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

“Labor constantly for its health and welfare. This depends on the oneness, the closeness, the affection of the members one for another. Make the ecclesia’s welfare and harmony and spirituality and mutually upbuilding joy your constant prayer and care. Help, strengthen, encourage, support, serve. Forget your grievances and work wholly for the common good. Herein lies peace and joy and fulfillment.”

Chapter 6(Sow to the Spirit and reap life eternal.

Deal gently with the misguided and wayward—since we too are beset by weakness.
Gal 6:1—Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness [meekness], considering yourself lest you be tempted.

2Tim 2:25—In humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth.

Restoration can never be effected by harshness of speech or bitterness of tone. It can only be accomplished when we ourselves are walking by the spirit, serving the Lord with all humility and with many tears.

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another—as I have loved you.
Gal 6:2—Bear one another’s burdens [of trial and suffering—sharing human infirmity], and so fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks himself to be something [better than others], when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Let each one examine his own work [against the Christ standard], and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, not in 
[a comparison of himself with] another. Each one shall bear his own load [of duty and responsibility—giving an account for our own actions].

Because Judaism stressed law keeping, a comparison with others became the standard of righteousness.

All must work as partners in doing good, bearing other’s burdens, aiding the erring
Gal 6:6—Let him who is taught the word share [take part, be a partner] in all good things with him who teaches. Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. He who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. Let us not grow weary while doing good, in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. As we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

Faith works through love and purifies the heart.

Paul’s final summary is direct and focuses the issue in few words.
Gal 6:11— See with what large letters [for emphasis] I am writing [this final summary] to you with my own hand. Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Those who are circumcised do not even keep the law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh.

Judaism delights in externals, in outward appearances—we, too, can give the appearance of rendering service in the Truth, whilst that service is really for self, and is rendered by the flesh.

The circumcision of the Judaizers was not true circumcision.
Circumcision was a token of the entire cutting off of the flesh and the total subjugation of the flesh to the will of God. Christ’s death clearly demonstrated this. The Judaizers had an entirely opposite view—to them circumcision was a means of escaping the painful process of crucifying the flesh and replacing it with the spirit. They believed in circumcision instead of, and in place of, dedication to the truth. Circumcision was a means of escaping the wrath and persecution of the Jews—by circumcising Gentiles they appeared to be making proselytes to Judaism!

The Pagan Christian
[Quoted in the Christadelphian, 1922, p348]
“It is notorious that Christians are now not unlike other men in their frailties and infirmities. This might be in some degree excusable. But the complaint is, they are like heathens in all the main and chief articles of their lives. They enjoy the world, and live every day in the same tempers and the same designs, and the same indulgences as they did who knew not God, nor of any happiness in another life. Everybody that is capable of any reflection must have observed that this is generally the state even of devout people. You see them different from other people so far as to times and places of prayer, but generally like the rest of the world in all the other parts of their lives, that is, adding Christian devotion to an heathen life.” —William Law
Paul gloried only in the sacrifice of Christ—flesh was repudiated, God exalted.
Gal 6:14—God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.

In Christ’s death to sin there was a demonstration that flesh must be crucified, and a new man created. Paul had cut himself off from the world by identifying with Christ, and the world had rejected him and cut him off from their society. The new spiritual man develops through faith in Christ, not through ritual or law. 

Peace, mercy flow to those circumcised in heart and identified with Christ’s death.
Gal 6:16—As many as walk according to this rule [of faith in the power of the cross to transform our natural self], peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the [true] Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks [scars] of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

2Cor 4:10—Always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

Col 1:24—In my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the ecclesia. (RSV)
Faith and Obedience are inseparable(The spirit word engenders faith and faith energizes us to be doers of the word—so that genuine faith generates obedience and obedience proves faith is real. “The religion of Christ is a religion of faith and obedience, the one being as essential and important as the other—they are, in truth, one and indivisible.” [Apostolic Advocate, 1834, p3]
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