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Marriage in the Lord


Marriage in the Lord

The Marriage Relationship

Godly marriage is total commitment and devotion to God and to each other.

Marriage is a refining process that God will use for His purpose to mold and refine us for our benefit and for His glory. God intended from the beginning that marriage and family would be an essential part of developing a host of redeemed people, both in shaping their characters and in raising a Godly seed. Marriages fail and homes are broken up because husbands and wives do not have the power of God’s Word dwelling in their minds and hearts, to keep them bound together in love and respect and appreciation for each other. A wise couple build their marriage on solid rock to withstand rain, flood, storm(a foolish couple build theirs on shifting sand, it fails when the storms of life assail it.   
Two things are essential for true marriage in the Lord(total devotion of both to God, and total devotion to each other. These two guarantee success; all else is tragic failure. 

All depends on the character of the couple(If the fear of God and regard for duty and the hope of futurity in Christ prevail on both sides, there will be lasting sweetness, because neither leans too much on the other, yet both do their duty as partners in the pact. But if there is nothing but natural seeking for pleasure and ministration, there will come, with inevitable failings of nature, little breaks under stress(acts of inconsiderateness, expressions of haste that will act as escapes of steam, which scald and destroy. Scald wounds will heal with time, but not with repetitions going on; and this is the danger, that once this sort of thing sets in, it is liable to become chronic; and marriage degenerates to a mere lodging-house convenience, and sour at that, instead of being what it was designed to be, a partnership of sweet and helpful adjustment: a noble communion of life(a fountain of love and light that must prevail. [RRoberts]

Fidelity in marriage is vital!

Mal 2:14(The Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. 
And why one? He was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.

Mt 19:4(He who made them at the beginning made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, the two shall become one flesh.

The Lord made them one; it was a ‘creative act’ that became a ‘law of nature’; we disregard it at our peril. Incompatibility is not a valid reason to separate in Scripture.

Marriage counseling is based on enlightened self-interest(treat your spouse with fairness and kindness so that it will be repaid to you, and it works up to a point. But it lacks power to subdue the flesh, change natural hearts, and bring about genuine selfless caring agape love. The Bible presents a man’s position with his wife exactly parallel with Christ giving himself to redeem his bride, the ecclesia. 

Husbands

It starts with a husband’s love for his wife and concern for her spiritual welfare.

Eph 5:25(Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the ecclesia and gave Himself for her.  [Why a command? Because early love wanes in the natural course.]

Col. 3:19(Husbands, love your wives, and do not be bitter toward them.

1Pet 3:7(Husbands, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, the weaker vessel, being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered. 

Never show disrespect, never embarrass her in any way. Don’t develop a habit of criticizing her at every opportunity—rarely if ever, and then only with gentleness and forbearance.

An excellent wife is the crown of her husband.

Prov 18:22(He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the Lord.  

“Scripture provides no support for a husband who thinks he is in any way superior, or that his sole role is to study the Word while his wife deals with the domestic chores. In his mind, his wife must be seen as a gift of God, a spiritual companion, a needed partner in the Truth.”   
[Man & Woman, a Study of Biblical Roles, Michael Lewis, p14]
The primary responsibility for a happy marriage rests with the husband.

Man’s authority is not one of sheer domination over his wife. There is nothing of harshness, oppression, self-centeredness or mastery. He is the lord of love in his home and he has cast his mantle around his beloved. He has made promise that he will care for her and create such circumstances as will allow her to respond with her love for him by building a home within the compass of his provision for her. He supplies strength and overall guidance in such a way as to fulfill the divine injunctions that husbands should ‘love your wives as their own bodies’. Each husband should give himself for his wife as Christ did for the ecclesia and so nourish and cherish her that she may find ample room for the full expression of her tender love and unfailing care as though she were the bride of the Lord himself.  [H. Tennant, Christadelphian, 1978, p406]
Sacrifice our interests, serve her needs, satisfy her longing to be loved and adored.

Are we denying self interest and laying down our life for the salvation of our bride?

Eph 5:25(Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the ecclesia and gave himself for her, that he might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the Word, that he might present her to himself a glorious ecclesia, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she should be holy and without blemish.

John 17:19(For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also may be sanctified in the truth.

That’s the expectation Christ has of husbands. To love her as he loved the ecclesia, giving up self for her, putting her needs before our own(dying to sin, and becoming her servant, the two fundamental principles of laying down our life. We have the primary responsibility as the head of our wife for the salvation of our wife, even as Christ did for his bride. He sanctified himself from the world by separating from all its influences. 
He expects us as husbands to sanctify our wife, keep her separate from the influences of the world, by first keeping separate our selves.

Christ may ask us “did you sanctify her, give your life for her, as I did my bride?”

Did you wash her in the Word to present her in splendor without spot or wrinkle, holy and without blemish. Did you nourish her, cherish her, separating yourself from all other relationships, giving her your full devotion. That’s what Christ did for his bride, that’s what the head does to fulfill his responsibility as the head. And we do it all by godly love, not because our wife deserves it, not because she’s worthy of it, not because she’s earned it. We are to love her as Christ loved the ecclesia, and to seek her salvation above all else. That’s godly love. 
Human love says, if you treat me nicely, I’ll treat you nicely. A relationship built on human love won’t last. A relationship built on godly love, where we are loving our wives and nourishing them and cherishing them, washing them in the Word, keeping out the world’s influence; that kind of spiritual relationship can grow. If we treat our wife based on how she treats us we are no different from all other men. So we love her regardless of whether she is or isn’t a model wife. Our love for her is unconditional. One simple rule—seek your wife’s salvation above all else.
Wives

Wives submit to their own husbands because that, too, is a divine principle.

Eph 5:22(Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as you are to the Lord. The husband is the head of the wife, as Christ is the head of the ecclesia; he is the savior of the body. As the ecclesia is subject to Christ, so let wives be to their own husbands in everything.

Col 3:18(Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

1Tim 2:11(Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. I permit no woman to teach or have authority over a man; she is to keep silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve.

This principle was established before the first sin, it was part of creation. But when a wife’s intellect is greater than her husband’s, as is often the case, she must take care lest she cause him to become discouraged and withdrawn and feel cheated of his responsibility, and both grow to resent the other, because “he can’t keep up his end”.

Men in general today have grossly abused their responsibility as husbands.

Yet this does not alter the divine principle of submission. There’s a natural resentment that accompanies submitting to anyone, and it’s not unusual for wives to have contempt for their husbands over this issue. It’s especially difficult when a wife sees her husband fail miserably in his responsibility. When she sees him use poor judgment in financial matters, or other family matters, or display a low level of spirituality in the home because he’s too busy with his career, or some other hobby, or showing too little interest in the spiritual development of the children, then contempt is close at hand. If she is looking for justification that she no longer has to submit to him she won’t have far to look.

There’s only one way wives can submit to husbands: by Godly love, based on faith.

By committing herself to God, not trusting her husband, but trusting God that He will bless her, and will not put her in a situation beyond what she can bear, that all will work out for her eternal well-being. God asks wives to submit to their husbands out of love for Him, not because the husband deserves it, or is worthy of it. But there’s a tendency to put a human condition on this divine principle(when my husband is a good man and treats me better, then I’ll submit to him; if he doesn’t why should I submit to him. That’s human reasoning: you improve your treatment of me, I’ll improve my treatment of you. A spiritual wife finds motivation and power to obey her husband because of her love for God. [physical abuse may require intervention]
“No husband is perfect, far from it, and it is tempting to find fault and justify one’s own position. Dwell on his particular strengths instead and encourage him in these. The exercise of self-control and patience, refusing to explode at him over life’s small hiccups, oft times make the difference between the successful and the ordinary marriage. If you can turn adverse events into opportunities for endearment and support you will sustain a closer and more enduring unity. Problems can become the building blocks that marriage cements itself on; 
they can present opportunities to share love rather than harbor resentment.”  
[Be Ye Doers of the Word, A Practical Guide for Godly Living, South Australia]
Communication

Marital communication is an essential key to achieving oneness of mind and spirit.

Prov 15:4–A wholesome [healing] tongue is a tree of life; perverseness breaks the spirit.

15:23–To make an apt answer is a joy to anyone, and a word in season, how good it is!
16:2–All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight; the Lord weighs the motives.

25:11–A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.

Jas 3:8–No one can tame the tongue … from the same mouth come blessing, cursing.

1Pet 3:10–Those who desire to see good days, keep tongues from evil, lips from deceit.

“Communication is to love what blood is to life.” A loving relationship is only possible when open, honest communication is consistently practiced faithfully by both partners.

We have an immense need to listen thoughtfully, and, in turn, to be listened to.

Prov 15:31–He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof will dwell among the wise.

18:13–He who gives an answer before he hears, it is folly and shame to him.

19:20–Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom for the future.

21:11–When the wise is instructed, he receives knowledge.

Jas 1:19–Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.

When we truly listen we are not thinking about what we are going to say next and formulating our response, but concentrating on what is being said, and able to repeat it.

Hasty, unkind words leave lasting scars not easily healed or soon forgotten.

Prov 12:18–One speaks rashly like sword thrusts; the tongue of the wise brings healing.

14:29–Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding; a hasty temper exalts folly.

15:1–A soft answer turns away wrath; harsh words stir up anger … and crush the spirit.

15:28–The mind of the righteous ponders how to answer.

21:23–Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles.

29:20–Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

Our words reflect the thoughts of our hearts and betray our inmost feelings( the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. “I’m sorry, I was wrong” are healing words.

Communication requires thoughtfulness, kindness, patience, openness.

Prov 10:19–He who restrains his lips is wise.

11:12–Whoever belittles another lacks sense, a man of understanding holds his peace.

17:27–A man of knowledge uses words with restraint ( and is even-tempered.

Eph 4:15–Speak the truth in love, grow up in every way into him who is the head, Christ.

Col 3:9–Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds.

Be aware of feelings, open to suggestions, shun defensiveness, acknowledge responsibility. No half-truths, embellishing, exaggerating, dominating, manipulating.

Resolve conflict with fairness, gentleness, concern for a lasting relationship.

Prov 12:16–Fools show their anger [annoyance] at once; the prudent ignore an insult.
16:32–One who is slow to anger, whose temper is controlled, is better than the mighty.

17:9–He who covers a transgression seeks love; repeating a matter separates friends.

19:11–Those with discretion are slow to anger, it is their glory to overlook an offense.

29:11–A fool gives full vent to anger, but the wise quietly holds it back.

Eph 4:26–Do not let the sun go down on your anger … be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.

Jas 5:16(Confess your faults [trespasses, sins] one to another, and pray one for another.

After the conflict passes, harsh, bitter words remain to deny our love and affection. 
The deepest hurt, the longest resentment often comes from the unkind words.

Intimacy

1Cor 13 is the Scriptural formula for a fulfilling and intimate marital relationship.

· Love suffers long and is patient

· Love is kind

· Love does not envy, is not jealous

· Love vaunts not itself, is not boastful, does not parade itself

· Love is not puffed up or arrogant

· Love does not behave itself unseemly, act unbecomingly or behave rudely 

· Love does not seek its own or insist on its own way

· Love is not provoked, irritable or resentful [not given to exasperation]

· Love thinks no evil, takes no account of wrongs suffered [keeps no score]

· Love does not rejoice in iniquity, unrighteousness or wrongdoing

· Love rejoices in the truth

· Love bears all things [protects by covering with silence]

· Love believes all things [fully persuaded, optimistic, positive]

· Love hopes all things [waits for with quietly confident joy]

· Love endures all things [holds fast under trial]

· Love never fails(never, ever, ever

Why did God institute marriage?

1. So that a man would have a proper companion and not be alone.
Gen 2:18(“It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.” [corresponding to him; physical, mental, spiritual compatibility]
2. So a man and his wife would become heirs together of eternal life.
1Peter 3:7(Husbands, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife … as being heirs together of the grace of life.
3. So that man and woman would fill the earth and have dominion over it.
Gen 1:28(God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.”
4. In order to develop Godly offspring and fill the earth with His glory.
Ps 127:3–Children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward.
Mal 2:15(Did He not make them one … and why one? He seeks godly offspring.
With our marriage vows we accepted responsibility before God for an unborn family.

Intimate delight is God given, it can only be realized in a loving, caring relationship.

Prov 5:15–Drink water from your own cistern ( let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy you at all times; and always be enraptured [exhilarated, intoxicated] with her love.

Song 4:7–You are all fair, my love, there is no spot in you ( how beautiful is your love, my sister spouse ( better is your love than wine … your lips, my bride, drip honey.

When a husband looks upon his bride he sees in her a joy, a pleasure, a thing of beauty, 
a thing to be desired, all fair, with no spot in her, the fairest of God’s creation.
Deut 24:5(When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war or be charged with any business; he shall be free at home one year, and bring happiness to his wife.

Intimacy exists when it is part of a total loving, caring relationship; it cannot exist along side of harshness, unkindness, or disrespect. Real intimacy flourishes when an abiding love is present. It thrives when our words and actions reflect tenderness, affection, forbearance as a normal pattern of daily life together. A spouse who has been neglected without appreciation or respect finds intimacy to be difficult, rather than joyful and fulfilling. There has to be a wholeness, a harmony, a consistency between the way we treat each other and the intimacy we long to share. If our bride no longer melts at our touch, and the sparkle has faded from her smile when caressed, this is a clear signal of distress and unhappiness, and we need to renew our covenant and realign our priorities.

The Bible does not restrict physical intimacy to only the times for child bearing.

1Cor 7:3(Let the husband render to his wife the affection [marital duty] due her, likewise the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Prov 5:19–Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; be enraptured always by her love.

It’s not a case of ‘demanding’ conjugal rights, but of ‘giving’ in love from the heart.
Husbands(don’t bring the world’s practices home and make unreasonable demands. Wives(don’t withhold physical relations as a weapon; it can only lead to great evil.

Uniqueness and acceptance in marriage.

Gal 5:13–Through love serve one another.

Gal 6:2–Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Eph 4:2–With all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love [bearing with and making allowances because you love one another]

Eph 5:2–Walk in love, as Christ also loved us and gave himself for us.

1Pet 4:8–Maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.

Strive to bring out the best in our partner and overlook the inevitable failings of flesh.

Love will either live and grow, or it will die(what causes love to wither and die?

“Love dies when you spend little or no time together, when you stop sharing activities that are mutually enjoyable. Attempting to control the other, and outbursts of excessive anger, will kill love. Smiling, caressing, complimenting, showing compassion, spending time together are the kind of behaviors in marriage that both partners need to reinforce. 
If either of you stop doing these things, your love feelings may disappear.” 

Husbands(be keenly aware of your wife’s need for romance and affection.

Family Life and Raising a Godly Seed

A wife must balance her responsibilities to God and family.

Luke 10:42(One thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part.

2Tim 1:5(Genuine faith ( dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice.
Prov 1:8(Hear your father’s instruction, and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.

“The Bible provides no support for a wife who would seek to evade her spiritual responsibilities, and opt for a purely domestic role. As far as she is able, she must acquaint herself with the principles of divine truth revealed in the Word, and be prepared to contribute to the Lord’s work in the way He has prescribed.” [Man & Woman, a Study of Biblical Roles, Michael Lewis, p14]
Mothers have a primary responsibility to nurture children.

Titus 2:4(Admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands.

1Tim 5:14(I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

1Tim 2:15(Woman will be saved through bearing children [rearing and nurturing children of faith], if she continues in faith and love and holiness, with modesty.  (RSV)

Prov 31:27(She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and praises her.

Children need to grow up with godly parental role models.

Children need to see loving, caring, and supportive parents. They should never see or hear parents argue or quarrel. Resolve differences with restraint and forbearance.

Children should never hear criticism of the brothers and sisters in the meeting, or they will learn negative attitudes toward the ecclesia, and will adopt that practice.

Parents(don’t talk to others about marital problems; it undermines love and betrays trust.

Grandparents(don’t side with your son or daughter against their spouse, or you will have to 
do it repeatedly, to no good end.

Don’t give in to tiredness.

Matt 20:28(The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.

Luke 22:27(I am among you as the One who serves.

Phil 2:4(Let each look out not only for his own interests, but also the interests of others.

Fathers(do more than your share when you are both worn out.  Assume specific duties with the children she can count on and do them every time without complaint. 

Children belong to the Lord(they are committed to our care for a few brief years!

1Sam 1:27(The Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the Lord. 
For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.

Deut 6:6(These words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and talk of them when you sit in your house.

Ezek 16:20(You took your sons and daughters whom you had borne to Me and sacrificed them to idols(you slaughtered My children and offered them up to idols.
Raising godly children is a work which God needs us to do for him to fulfill His purpose to be glorified in a redeemed host of faithful sons and daughters who have overcome the world. Children must see parents putting ecclesial activities first—attending, supporting. 
 Instruction is powerless without consistent example.

Children and Prayer(We teach our children to join with us in reading God’s Word as soon as they are old enough to have some comprehension of what they are reading. We need also to teach them at an early age to join with us in singing hymns of praise to God in our communal worship, and to pray to Him for help and guidance as they grow up in His presence and learn to lead lives that are pleasing to Him. This should start as soon as they are old enough to have any understanding of His ways. Children are expected to know and observe the way of the Lord—yet they cannot do that in their own strength any more than we can. “I can of myself do nothing” is as true of them as it is of us. God must therefore hear and respond to their petitions for His help and guidance when they are old enough to realize their need and to approach Him in prayer.
Treat children with respect always, from the earliest years, at home and away.

Eph 6:4(Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Col. 3:21(Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart.

Don’t embitter with constant criticism. Don’t discourage(can’t do anything right. 
Acknowledge and rejoice when they excel you in anything. Admit your mistakes(they know and lose respect.

Parents should discipline as God does.

Jer 10:24(O Lord, correct me with justice; not in anger, lest You bring me to nothing.

Heb 12:6(Whom the Lord loves He chastens … if you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons.

Children need to be disciplined in the manner God chastens us—in a spirit of love, kindness, and self-restraint. Young people need to be able to accept the wise, even-handed discipline of their parents, recognizing the benefit that results from it, so they are prepared to transfer their loyalty to God when they come of age, and to accept willingly His discipline for the rest of their lives.

God needs us as parents to discipline as He does.

If all that our children learn from our discipline is to hate it, and see no benefit in it, and can’t wait to get out from under it, because it wasn’t even handed, it becomes nearly impossible for them to accept God’s discipline. God needs us to do it right, prayerfully, never in anger, never overstate it, cool off, give them a chance to tell you what happened; listen to them, and them discipline to fit the wrong action. It’s the most difficult thing parents have to do for their kids. It takes an immense amount of prayer and thinking through the issues, but it’s got to be done well. The angels don’t overlook anything in our lives, they deal with all of it, not to destroy us, but to perfect us.

Children must see parents live by the Word(with the Bible alive in the home.

It may seem to parents that their goal for their children is to see them in the Truth. But our real, ultimate, much deeper goal is to see them in God’s Kingdom. This larger goal depends in large measure upon whether we are doing our part to prepare our children for a lifetime of submitting to God’s chastening in order to transform them into the image of His Son. God alone knows the hearts that are willing to accept His discipline, and who recognize that His chastening is essential to develop His righteousness in their character. 

Enjoy your children!

Ps 127:3(Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies.

Our children can and should be our best friends. The early years determine the quality of life-long relationships. Their coming into the Truth is His mercy, despite our failings. Like the angels with us, there is only so much we can do for them. They must make the free will choice to serve Him. Into the Truth and into the Kingdom is what we want and are striving for.

Conformed to the World or Transformed by the Word.

We cannot develop spiritual minds and hearts unless we shun the world’s morality.

Because there is a direct, absolute link between the times when we absorb the world’s morality and the occasions when we mistreat and neglect our spouse and family.

Ps 101:2(I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set nothing wicked before my eyes [TV, videos, magazines]. I hate the work of those who fall away.

119:37(Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, revive me in your way.

Ezekiel and Moses had the same warning for their generation.

Ezek 14:3,6(Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity. Say to the house of Israel, “Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations.”

Deut 7:26(Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, it is an accursed thing.

We may think if we don’t actually participate in the immorality and uncleanness— just watching it won’t hurt us. Not true! It still gets into out heads, feeds our natural minds and fleshly desires, making it impossible to develop spiritual minds and hearts, and to be the spiritual head of the family.

If we are engrossed in the activities and practices of this world, we cannot acquire the mind of the spirit merely by doing the daily readings and attending meetings.

1Cor 2:12(We have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

To the extent we still let the world into our heads, it stops our growth in spiritual things.

The world’s pleasures and treasures are beguiling.

1John 2:15(Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world(the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

John 17:14(I have given them your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that you should take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil.

We are of the world and love the world when we can’t live without its ways or pleasures.

God promises spiritual wisdom to those who earnestly desire it and seek for it.
James 1:2(My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into [encounter] various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience [steadfastness, perseverance]. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom [to endure trial and overcome self and the world], let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally, without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith [trusting His way of transforming us], with no doubting.

This wisdom is the ability to discern the working of the Father’s hand under various trials, 
to accept and cooperate with it.

Think through how you want to reorder your life and stick to it!

Matt 6:31(Do not worry, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we wear?” Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Do not worry about tomorrow, tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Make decisions about your priorities. Make this a matter of earnest prayer. Decide how much of your time and money you want to devote to the Truth and do it. You will be happy and God will bless you. Don’t just let it be what is left over after work and play.

We cannot order our lives alone.

Jer 10:23(I know the way of man is not in himself ( to direct his own steps.

Prov 20:24(A man’s steps are directed by the Lord. 

Prov 19:21(Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but the Lord’s purpose prevails.

Prov 16:9(The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps. 

v3(Commit your works to the Lord, and your plans will be established.

Committing our way to the Lord means pleading His guidance in determining our plans—a different thing from deciding our own course and then asking God to bless it.

We succeed only by drawing upon a strength and wisdom greater than our own.
David—Evening, morning, at noon, I will pray, and he shall hear…(Ps 55:17).
Daniel—In his upper room…he knelt down on his knees three times that day, prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days (Dan 6:10).
Prayer is appropriate at any time or place, provided mind and heart are prepared. Prayer becomes a power, lifting us out of distress into the presence of the living God.
Take control of your job situation.

Matt 6:24(No one can serve two masters…he will be loyal to the one and despise [think little of] the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

Eph 6:5(Servants, be obedient to those who are your masters … not with eye-service, as men-pleasers … but with good will doing service, as to the Lord.   

Know your capabilities and limitations and don’t get in over your head. The pressure is on for long hours; at some point you may need to say, “this is not what I agreed to do”. Do your part faithfully, but keep the job within your priorities: Christ, ecclesia, spouse, children, job situation.

Finances

We possess much but own nothing.

Mt 25:14(The kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his servants and delivered his goods to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two.

1Pet 4:10(As good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

1Tim 6:18(Rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share.

Luke 16:11(If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? If you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?

He has entrusted to our care all that we have.  Every spending decision involves spiritual principles—all are uses of His goods.

All we have belongs to God and is entrusted to our use.

Deut 8:17–Do not say to yourself, “My power, the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” Remember the Lord your God, it is he who gives you power to get wealth.

Prov 11:24–Some give freely, yet grow richer; others withhold, and suffer want.

16:8–Better a little with righteousness … wisdom than gold … understanding than silver.

22:1–A good name is to be chosen than great riches, favor is better than silver or gold.

23:4–Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise, desist; when you see it, it is gone.

Mt 6:19–Do not lay up treasures on earth … where your treasure is, your heart will be.

Phil 4:11–I learned in whatever state to be content … God shall supply all your need.

Make provision for the Lord’s share first and set it aside from other funds.

Keep a tight reign on your wants(desire always overtakes expansion of means.

Eccl 1:8(The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

Eccl 5:10(He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; nor he who loves abundance, with increase.

Heb 13:5–Keep your lives free from the love of money, be content with what you have.

· One charge account with one modest credit limit.

· Affordable housing within one income.

· Keep a record of income/outgo by category and review it together monthly.

The world is in the grip of wanting things and of reckoning the value of life by the standard of living, the possession of material wealth. This is no way to happiness. “One's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” Marriage cannot be built from things, however desirable these might appear to be. The building bricks for a good marriage are a constant awareness of God and of Christ, the mutual acceptance of the right spiritual values, a sympathetic fellowship between a man and his wife. [H Tennant, Christadelphian, 1978, p406]
Dress always reflects the mind.

Zeph 1:7(Be silent in the presence of the Lord God; the day of the Lord is at hand…I will punish…all such as are clothed with foreign apparel [copied dress of Egypt and Assyria].
1Tim 2:9(Dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair, gold, pearls expensive clothes, but good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.

1Pet 3:3(Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.

Take care of your ecclesia.

1Tim 3:15(I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

“Labor constantly for its health and welfare. This depends on the oneness, the closeness, the affection of the members one for another. Make the ecclesia’s welfare and harmony and spirituality and mutually building up joy your constant prayer and care. Help, strengthen, encourage, support, serve. Forget your grievances and work wholly for the common good.  Herein lies peace and joy and fulfillment.”

Like Dorcas we need to be full of good works and charitable deeds (Acts 9:36).
2Cor 9:8(God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having 
all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.

Col 1:10(Walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing him, fruitful in every good work.

2Tim 3:17(Man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Heb 13:21(May God make you complete in every good work to do His will.

Good works are not the result of rich natural endowments. They result only when 
our minds have been brought into captivity to the law of Christ, a crucifying process.

Seek out the Truth to KNOW it and DO it—so you can leave it to your children!

1Chr 28:8(Be careful to seek out all the commandments of the Lord your God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for your children after you.

Hosea 4:6(My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge(because you have forgotten the law of your God, I will forget your children.

That’s a powerful motivation to DO what we KNOW so that we can grow spiritually. 
Each generation must become 100% convinced of the Truth for themselves and 
give the Bible first place in their homes and lives. 

The Bible must be read every day. The theory that Bible Truth once known will abide with 
us, and render diligent Bible reading an unnecessary trouble, is hurtful because it is false. 
The Truth will not remain with us in power unless we daily deal with it. The human mind has no power to retain anything apart from regular use. The memory of everything grows dim without renewal. This is true even of things for which the mind has a natural affinity; how much more true it is of divine ideas to which the mind is naturally alien.

“People have so much Holy Spirit in them as they have of the words and ideas of the Deity understood, affectionately believed, and obeyed.”   [Eureka, vol 5, p358]
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Bro Roy Styles, 2008
Marriage and Prayer exhort
The Lord Jesus Christ has been the pattern for us this weekend; now we’ve come to celebrate his great victory over sin, that his Father might be glorified and declared righteous, that we might be redeemed. That’s the great work he did, that we, with our spouse, might be heirs together of the grace of life.  We come weekly to renew our covenant with him, to be more firmly united to him, that we may become one with him; we seek to lose our own identity, and to become one with LJC. That is the basis on which God can righteously forgive us, not because we deserve it, not because we are better than other people, because we are part of the LJC.

Our hope is expressed in the lovely verses in Rev 19:5-9

Praise our God, all you his servants and those who fear him. I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters, as the sound of mighty thundering, “Alleluia! the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, his wife has made herself ready. To her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” [that’s our vision, that’s what this probation is about; that’s what our marriages are intended to prepare us for—heirs together of the grace of life. That’s why our love for each other is so important in the marriage relationship]
One aspect of our walk together we have only briefly alluded to this weekend is the importance of prayer.  It’s one of the 3 pillars on which our discipleship rests—the Word of God, the work of the angels in our discipline and development, and prayer. Remove any one of them and our discipleship falters.

As husbands, as wives, we need to pray both together, and alone. But I want us to think this morning about praying for each other; praying specifically for our spouse, asking God to bless him or her, to strengthen their faith, to develop them in godly ways. We pray for everyone else, but it took me years to realize the importance of praying consistently for my wife.

One of the lovely things this does, when we pray sincerely for our spouse, it changes the way we feel about them; changes our attitude toward them; you can’t harbor resentment, ill feelings toward your wife, when you pray for her. Even the simple plea that God will help her, despite our weakness,  help her to be able to cope, help her to be able to help you, and the same applies equally to wives praying for their husbands. Praying for each other is a vital part, an extremely meaningfully part of our relationship.

What does it mean when we are told to pray always, w/out ceasing?

Lk 18:1–Pray always [in all circumstances] do not lose heart.
Lk 21:36–Watch [keep awake, attentive, ready], pray always.
Rom 1:9–W/out ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers.

Col 4:2–Continue earnestly [steadfast] in prayer, vigilant [watchful] in it with thanksgiving.

1Pet 5:7–Casting all your care/anxiety upon him, he cares for you.

The frame of mind, the state of heart whereby we have learned to  turn to God instinctively in prayer and communion, as often as need constrains and opportunity arises. To be so conscious of the presence of God that in all circumstances we can lift our heart in thanksgiving, supplication, seeking guidance, protection, wisdom.

Paul prayed for spiritual blessings for others.  
Eph 1:15–I do not cease to give thanks for you in my prayers; that God( may give you the spirit of wisdom, in the knowledge him. 
[applies to spouse,  that God will give them understanding, give them strength of mind, heart; that depends upon our efforts to absorb the Word, but there’s still a big part that God plays]

Col 1:9(We do not cease to pray for you, that you may be filled with knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom, spiritual understanding; that you may have a walk worthy of Lord.

1Thes 1:2–We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, remembering w/out ceasing your work/faith, labor/love, patience/hope.  [thank God daily for our spouse, for the kindnesses, the lovely ways in which they have been so helpful to us and to the family; we need to acknowledge it, appreciate it, respect it]

Prayer is critical in fostering spiritual attitudes toward each other.

Rom 12:10–Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly [persevering, unremitting] in prayer.

Eph 5:19(Speaking to one another [including our spouse] in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing, making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. [that’s not just for everyone else, it’s part of what must develop in a marriage: a loving, spiritual attitude]

Prayer is a key to achieving peace and contentment in marriage.

[extremely difficult to be a loving husband, loving wife, if you’re discontent, not at peace, mind in turmoil, consumed by the cares of life, difficult to be the kind of spouse we all desire to be]

Phil 4:6–Be anxious for nothing; in everything by prayer, and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.


The habit of abiding in prayer is the only effective preparation for the inevitable crises which come into every life. Not that we are always praying, but an attitude of mind whereby prayer is a matter of continual practice. We can be sure that God hears when our lives and prayers are in accord with his will.

When we stumble with out spouse, and we will, many of us will be disappointed because we will go away from here, likely within days we’ll stumble, we’re going to make mistakes, we need to understand that, and to accept the Bible’s way to recover, quick to acknowledge the offence, and to seek to put it right with his help.
Fervent prayer was the hallmark of the whole of Christ’s life.

Heb 5:7/9(Who, in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries, tears to him who was able to save him from death, was heard because of his godly fear; though he was a Son, yet he learned obedience by the things which he suffered. Having been perfected, he became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey him.

Christ learned obedience by the things he suffered, was made perfect by adversity. God needs us to accept and cooperate with the essential training of this vale of tears. 
We come weekly to partake of the bread/wine, that by identifying ourselves with our Lord’s death to sin, we will be constrained to live the way he lived, our lives patterned after the risen Christ, so that his character will be developed in us, and gradually we become like him; so that as Paul could say, “Christ lives in me”. The emblems must change us in this way or they are a mere religious ritual, with no lasting effect upon our hearts and minds.
