THE ECCLESIA

PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE—ITS PURPOSE & IMPORTANCE

“a called-out assembly or congregation”

Great Lakes Christadelphian Bible School
June 27 - July 4,2026
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A GENAI ANSWER TO WHAT ISA GOOD BIBLEVERSE FOR ECCLESIA?

A good Bible verse that describes an ecclesia is Matthew 16:18, where Jesus says,“l
will build my ecclesia,” which translates to “l will build my assembly of called-out ones.”
This verse emphasizes that an ecclesia is not a building, but a gathering of people called
by God, with other relevant verses including | Corinthians 1:2, which refers to

the ecclesia as those who are “sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,”

and Hebrews 10:25, which speaks to the importance of not forsaking “our own
assembling together.”

What rock is God’s ecclesia built on?

A SURE FOUNDATION NO OTHER

FOUNDATION

Upon this ROCK | will build my Ekklesia

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Matt 16:16 MATTHEW. 16:13-19




WHAT IS THE ECCLESIA

| Peter 2:9-10 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but

now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you

have received mercy.”

We are the ecclesia...
and what a blessing it is.
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Study Outline

The Ecclesia: A Journey from Foundation to Future

FOUNDATIONS AND ANCIENT ROOTS CONTINUITY AND FUTURE REVIVAL

Revival and the

Persistence Through  Addressing Modern

Establishing the The Wilderness and Christ and the
Biblical Construct Promised Land First Century the Centuries Spiritual Crises Kingdom Age
Laying the groundwork Examining the early Insights gained from Proof that God's word and An urgent call for Strategies for avoiding
for understanding the Ecclesia during the journey Christ’s initiation of the the Ecclesia have never communal action to face spiritual death and
foundational nature of of the Children of Israel. original first-century died out. C y faith intaining the Ecclesia’s
Ecclesias. challenges. future.

the Ecclesia,
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Key Takeaways (1/5)

Understanding Ecclesia: The Foundation p
The Roots of the Assembly of Continuity el
The Theocratic ‘

Linguistic Roots
) & Translation Model

‘ExkAnoia /

= / Congregation
Early qanslationlg :
chalenged. "
established religious
doctrines of the time.

Ecclesia: The
Greek Assembly

The word originally
. defined a gathering

Narrative
Christ's ecclesia is a
continuation of God's
people, not an entirely
new entity.

Key Takeaways (2/5)
. ______________________________________________|

The 1st-Century Synagogue:
Heart of Community and Faith

A Multi-Purpose Community Hub The Foundation of Modern Worship
Beyond Religious Services Liturgical Focus
centered specifically
Scripture reading and
prayer.

The

Roots of
Christian
Worship

Early Christi i
rooted in the synagogue model, not the Temple.

A Center for
Social Welfare




Key Takeaways (3/5)

From Ecclesia to Empire:

The Transformation of the Christian Church

The Seven
Ecclesias of

N I

vtz ollowsrs
(‘? i <X through the centuries.

Rise of the
Bishop of Rome
Influence grew significantly

following the fall of the
Western Roman Empire.

4 The Path to the
1st %> Great Schism
The Shift to e T
Centralization ===

B

. Church-State
Rise of the Integration
Monoepiscopacy s ]
A gradual shift from local groups to a Theodosius | established Christianity
structured church with a single head. a3 the official state reli
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Key Takeaways (4/5)
] ]
The Ecclesia: Understanding Roots and Modern Decline
Explores the historical formation of the ecclesia and identifies specific factors leading to modern
g { decline, highlighting failures in method over doctrine.
Historical Foundations Identifying the Modern Decline

From Synagogue to Ecclesia The Roberts Generational @ Millennials @ GenZ

Influence Attendance Drop  30%

Bro. Robert Roberts Studies show significant

was the instrumental declines in church 20%

figure in defining the attendance among US

modern ecclesial Millennials and Gen Z.

structure. 10%
o B = o Method vs. Doctrine

: P Decline is typically caused by
Early Christadelphian history utilized the
term “synagogue” before “ecclesia” became outdated support methods,
the standardized congregational name. e 'e'
doctrine.
~
A "Back to Basics" Mission A
Key Warning Signs
: w
SR Inward Priority Shift Neglecting the
' al reformations and awakening: Critical indicators of Great Commission.
were primarily driven by a desire to decline include an
return to foundational principles. inward priority shift.
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Key Takeaways (5/5)

The Path to Church Revival: NN
5 Keys to Reversing Decline o

SPIRITUAL &

THE STRATEGIC

REVITALIZATION

MINDSET

!

~ Mission Over Radical Measure Fervent &
Comfort Ownership No Quick Fixes Meaningful Impact  Consistent Prayer
Prioritize God's mission Stop blaming external Sustainable change requires  Track baptisms and Genuine revival is always
over personal comfort and demographics and take comprehensive. deep effort discipleship engagement driven by intentional and
long-standing traditions. full responsibility for the over time rather than instead of just attendance fervent prayer.

church's situation. superficial programs. and finances.
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