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SOLOMON—From Glory to Shame
Class 1—Be ready to serve God in your youth.

Solomon's life may seem totally out of touch with our lives, completely apart from our experience—his great wealth and wisdom, and his 100's of women—it may seem completely remote from us—that his whole situation is so different it's not something we can relate to and learn from.  But it's not true!  He's a tremendous example for all of us—those of us who have been in the Truth for some time and should have reached a spiritual maturity in the Word which is displacing our natural mind and heart—and those young in the Truth who can see in themselves the same failings that were evident in Solomon at a young age.
Scripture presents Solomon as a man to whom God gave every possible advantage, who was still faithful after reigning 24 years, but who left the Truth and embraced the pleasures of this world in the latter part of his life.

Heb 3:12   Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” 

lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  (NKJ)

On the surface there isn’t anything more Solomon could have asked for, but it obviously was not enough—What was it that he should have asked for?

Solomon was known and beloved of the Lord at his birth—What a great beginning!

2Sam 12:24   Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and…she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon [peaceful].  The Lord loved him, and He sent word by the hand of Nathan the prophet—so he called his name Jedidiah [beloved of Yahweh].   (NKJ)

God is aware of His sons and daughters from birth—the names of the redeemed are written in His Book of Life from the beginning.  Our part is to cooperate with His working in our lives so that we are transformed into the image of His Son, and our names are retained in His book.

Solomon had been promised and named by the Lord as part of the covenant made to David.

1Chr 22:9   “Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies all around. His name shall be Solomon, for l will give peace and quietness to Israel in his days.  He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his Father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.”  (NKJ)

Solomon had a wonderful future IF he followed faithfully in the footsteps of his father David.

Adonijah was next in line to the throne after Amnon and Absalom—Solomon was still a young man about 20 years of age. 
1Chr 3:1   These were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron:
1
Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess;

2
Daniel by Abigail the Carmelitess;

3
Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 

4
Adonijah the son of Haggith.  (NKJ)


Solomon was born many years later in Jerusalem (1Chr 3:5).
Adonijah usurped the throne—even though he knew the Lord had chosen Solomon as King.
1K 1:5,7   Adonijah exalted himself, saying, “I will be king”… He conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they followed and helped Adonijah.
1K 2:15   “The kingdom has been turned over, and has become my brother’s; for it was his from the Lord.”  (NKJ)
Joab had twice been replaced by David as commander of the army, but had slain both Abner and Amasa.  Abiathar (Ithamar/Eli, 1Sam 14:3; 22:20) had been high priest and loyal to David when Absalom revolted, but Eli’s house was finished (1K 2:27).

David was alerted and proclaimed Solomon King.

1K 1:29   The king took an oath and said, “As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from every distress, just as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place’ so I certainly will do this day.”  (NKJ)

Adonijah was about 40, and may have looked like a better choice than the youthful Solomon.  It appears, too, from David’s elaborate efforts to get Solomon accepted by the people that not many supported him at the outset.

Prove yourself a man by keeping Yahweh's charge!
1K 2:2   “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man, and keep the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn; that the Lord may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘IF your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’”  (NKJ)

This accounts for David’s success—all the surrounding nations were paying tribute!

Solomon's throne was conditional upon obedience—not so the Lord Jesus Christ.
Isa 9:6   Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever.   (NKJ)
Every reference to the covenant was conditional for Solomon—but for Christ it was an absolute promise, because God knew he would be perfectly obedient.
Chronology of Kings and Chronicles
1
Numbering the army; the plague; 

Ornan’s threshing floor identified as temple site; David prepares materials for temple.
2 Sam 24
1 Chr 21-22:5

2
Adonijah usurps throne—Solomon anointed.
1 Kg 1


3
David charges Solomon and leaders to build the temple; he establishes the orders of priests, singers and officers; and gathers all Israel to reconfirm Solomon as King.

1 Chr 22:6-29:25

4
David’s final charge to Solomon before his death.
1 Kg 2:1-11
1 Chr 29:26-30

5
Solomon begins to reign
1 Kg 2:12
2 Chr 1:1

When David numbered Israel, Jerusalem was spared and the temple site identified.

1Chr 21:18   Therefore, the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say to David that David should go and erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite…When David saw the Lord had answered him on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there.  For the tabernacle of the Lord and the altar of the burnt offering, which Moses had made in the wilderness, were at that time at the high place in Gibeon.

22:1   Then David said, “This is the house of Yahweh Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.”   (NKJ)

David was deeply concerned about Solomon's youth and inexperience.
1Chr 22:5   “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all countries.  I will now make preparation for it.”  So David made abundant preparations before his death. Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to build a house for the Lord God of Israel.

David was concerned that Solomon would become preoccupied with the affairs of state, and would never get around to building the temple.

David wanted to build the temple, but it was not fitting that he do so.

1Chr 22:7   David said to Solomon: “My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build a house to the name of the Lord my God; but the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have made great wars; you shall not build a house for My name, because you have shed much blood on the earth.’”   (NKJ)

It was inappropriate to mix the waging of wars and the shedding of much blood with the building of the temple.  David typed Christ as a man of war; Solomon as a man of peace.  Christ will build the temple after the nations are subdued and peace is declared.

David pleaded with the Lord to give Solomon wisdom to rule.

1Chr 22:12   “May the Lord give you wisdom and understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel, that you may keep the law of the Lord your God.  Then you will prosper, IF you take care to fulfill the statutes and judgments with which the Lord charged Moses concerning Israel.  Be strong and of good courage; do not fear nor be dismayed.  (NKJ)

Don’t be put off by declension in your ecclesia!  Do your part faithfully, pleading with God constantly to keep you in His way.  Give yourself wholly to the power of the Word, and grow spiritually through the adversity that the Angels bring into our lives.

David accumulated vast wealth and provisions for the temple.

1Chr 22:14   “In my affliction I have prepared for the house of the Lord 100,000 talents of gold, and one million talents of silver, and of brass and iron without weight…timber also and stone have I prepared; and thou mayest add thereto.  Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, hewers and workers of stone and timber, and all men that are skillful in every manner of work:  of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise and be doing, and the Lord be with thee.”  (ASV)
Gold at $300 per ounce = $36 billion;  Silver at $7 = $8.4 billion US

David commanded the leaders to help Solomon build the temple.
1Chr 22:17   David commanded all the leaders of Israel to help Solomon, “Is not the Lord your God with you?  And has He not given you rest on every side?  Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord your God.  Arise and build the sanctuary of the Lord God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the holy articles of God into the house that is to be built for the name of the Lord.”  (NKJ)
David tried to instill his sense of urgency about God's work in the men of his generation.

Three times Paul reminds us—We are God’s temple!

1Cor 3:16   Do you not know that you are god's temple and that god's spirit dwells in you?  if any one destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. for God's temple is holy, and that temple you are.

1Cor 6:19   Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God?  You are not your own.

2Cor 6:16   What agreement has the temple of God with idols?  for we are the temple of the living God; as God said,  “I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  (RSV)
Don't let anything enter your mind or body that will defile God's temple!

As living stones…A spiritual house.
1Pet 2:5,9   You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  

Ps 101:2   I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.  I will set nothing wicked [worthless] before my eyes.  
Ezek 14:3,6   Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity.  Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations.  (NKJ)

David set in place all the orders of priests and singers and officers for Solomon's kingdom.
1Chr 23:1   When David was old and full of days, he made his son Solomon king over Israel. And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel, with the priests and the Levites.  
1
The divisions of the Levites (chap 23)
2
The 24 orders of the Priests (chap 24)
3
The 24 orders of the Musicians and Singers (chap 25)
4
The divisions of the Gatekeepers, Treasurers and Judges (chap 26)
5
The 12 divisions of Captains and Officers (chap 27). 

All are types of the organization that will prevail in the Kingdom.

David lowered the age to 20 when young Levites had to be ready to assume responsible duties in the Tabernacle.

1Chr 23:24   The sons of Levi…did the work for the service of the house of the Lord, from the age of 20 years and above.  For by the last words of David the Levites were numbered from 20 years old and above…their duty was to help the sons of Aaron in the service of the house of the Lord, in the courts and in the chambers, in the purifying of all holy things and the work of the service of the house of God, to stand every morning to thank and praise the Lord, and likewise at evening… that they should attend to the needs of the tabernacle of meeting.   (NKJ)

Early years should be used wisely.

Eccl 11:9   Rejoice, O young man, in your youth…walk in the ways of your heart, and in the sight of your eyes; but know that for all these God will bring you into judgment.  Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, and put away evil from your flesh, for childhood and youth are vanity.  Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth.  (NKJ)

There is never a time during the early years when a young person is outside God's jurisdiction; there is never a free period when they can ‘sow wild oats’ which God will overlook.  The idea of postponing baptism until they are ready to settle down is completely out of harmony with the pattern which the scriptures present of a separated life devoted to God under His all-knowing and all-seeing care, submitting to His chastening and development, right from birth.

Class 2—Serving our generation by the will of God.

A World lit only by change.  [USNWR, 10/25/93]—60 years ago Americans were tightly sheathed in social discipline.  Divorce was disgraceful.  The repression of sex approached the absolute.  If there had been a watchword then, it would have been duty.  If there were one now, it would be rights: women's rights, gay rights, abortion rights, etc.  The erasure of distinctions between the sexes is not only the most striking issue of our time, it may be the most profound the race has ever confronted.  Beneath the social transformations, moving like a great, silent engine of change, was television.  Prime-time programs are extremely violent and sexually provocative.

Where have our values gone?  [USNWR, 8/8/94]—Social dysfunction haunts the land: crime and drug abuse, the breakup of the family, the slump in academic performance.  It is the young who are strikingly vulnerable.  They are being deprived of the emotional comfort and moral nurturing provided by the traditional family.  Instant gratification is the new order of the day.  Personal impulses, especially sexual, are constantly stimulated by popular music and television; which often seem to honor violence, infidelity, drugs, drinking; and to despise religion, marriage, respect for authority.  There is a great yearning in the country to provide our national life and institutions with a larger moral dimension.  Redemption has to begin with television and with education.  Children spend more time with TV than they do at school.
Society in crisis.  [USNWR, 11/14/94]—Middle-class security was once based on the reasonable anticipation that the future would be better than the past and that a more prosperous way of life could be passed to one’s children.  No more.  Global competition menaces jobs today and will continue to threaten us tomorrow.  Family life is under pressure as women leave their homes to work for pay, leaving less time to look after children.  The nurturing function is taken over by others—by peer groups, by the words and images of TV and pop music.  The continuity of values and behavior from one generation to the next has been massively disrupted.

Decadence, the corporate way.  [USNWR, 9/4/95](Advertisers are focusing more and more on the emerging market of “people who do only what they want to do,”(people who yearn to be completely free of all restraint, expectations and responsibilities.  A socially subversive, pro-impulse, anti-rules and anti-restraint message is casually being built into ad campaigns.

Nike
“Just Do It!”  (act on impulse, don’t analyze or inhibit yourself) 

Burger King
“Sometimes, you gotta break the rules.”

Bacardi Rum
“Some people embrace the night because rules of the day do not apply.”

Neiman Marcus
“Relax.  No rules here.”

Easy Spirit Shoes
“Our shoe conforms to your foot so you don’t have to conform to anything.”

Nike
“We are all hedonists (devoted to the pleasures of the senses) and we want what feels good.  That’s what makes us human.”

Red flags may signal out-of-control society.  The Book of Virtues, by William Bennett.
American society is spinning out of control.  Unless this trend, which leads to ignorance, crime, and drug use, is checked, it may well bring this country to ruin.  No amount of social spending can reverse the downward spiral.  We need a sustained moral and religious revival.  What we are looking at in American society is an increasingly large number of morally stunted and morally disabled people—those who never learned to tell right from wrong.  White out of wedlock births 

were 2% in 1960, 22% in 1991; black were 23% in 1960, 68% in 1991.

Yet we are called to be partakers of the divine nature in a moral sense now!

2Pet 1:3   His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature.   (RSV)
[Eureka vol. 2, pg. 250, Logos]

“Faith such as Abraham had, gives a believer a right to eternal life.  Before he died he differed from all natural men, in that he was ‘filled with the knowledge of the Deity’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding’; and thus became ‘a partaker of the divine nature,’ in a moral sense; and in this sense also he was a spiritual man.”

David did everything he could to assure that Solomon would be accepted as his successor.
He gathered ALL the leaders—reaffirmed that Solomon was to be king at his death, and
urged all of them to build the temple for which he had made elaborate preparations.
1Chr 28:1   David assembled at Jerusalem all the leaders of Israel: the officers of the tribes and the captains of the divisions…and the stewards over all the substance and possessions of the king and of his sons, with the officials, the valiant men, and all the mighty men of valor.

David rallied himself—despite age and infirmity.

1Chr 28:2   Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Hear me, my brethren and my people: I had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool of our God, and made preparations to build it.”
Ps 99:5   Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool—for He is holy. 
Ps 132:7   Let us go into His tabernacle; let us worship at His footstool.  Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, you and the ark of Your strength.  Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, and let Your saints shout for joy.  (NKJ)
In David's mind, the people were his brethren—not his servants or subjects.
God’s promise to Solomon and to us is conditional—but not Christ! 

1Chr 28:5   “It is your son Solomon who shall build My house and My courts; for I have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his Father.  Moreover I will establish his kingdom forever, IF he is steadfast to observe My commandments and My judgments, as it is this day.”

2Cor 6:17   “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord.  Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.  I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters.” 

Ps 2:7   “You are My Son, today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance.”   (NKJ)

Seek out the Truth to KNOW it and to DO it—so you can LEAVE it to your children!
1Chr 28:8   “Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, be careful to seek out all the commandments of the Lord your God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for your children after you forever.”  (NKJ)

That is a powerful motivation to grow in the Word—so we can leave the Truth, the real Truth, to our children!  It can't be done any other way! 

KNOW the Lord—His way of preparing us for the Kingdom by the entrance of His word into our minds and hearts, and by His discipline in our lives.
1Chr 28:9   “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind…If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.”  (NKJ)

This means, not just knowing He is the Creator and controls the universe, but knowing He is working within our lives to transform us, and to get us ready to share eternity with Him.

We must know the Truth if we are to safeguard and uphold it.

1John 4:1   Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God.

2Pet 2:1   There were false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies.

Acts 20:30   From among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

Matt 7:15    Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing…You will know them by their fruits.

1Thes 5:21   Test all things; hold fast what is good.   (NKJ)

Bring all things and every issue to the test of Scripture!

David gave Solomon the Lord’s plans for the temple.
1Chr 28:11,19   David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries…and the place of the mercy seat; and the plans for all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the Lord…“All this the Lord made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.”  (NKJ)

Gold and silver by weight were provided for all of the items in the temple.
1Chr 28:14   He gave gold by weight for things of gold, for all articles used in every kind of service; also silver for all articles of silver by weight:    (NKJ)
· the lampstands of gold
· the lampstands of silver 
· gold for the tables of the showbread 
· silver for the tables of silver
· pure gold for the forks, the basins, the pitchers, the bowls
· silver by weight for every bowl 
· refined gold for the altar of incense 
· the chariot—the gold cherubim that overshadowed the ark of the covenant.
GOLD = Faith perfected under trial.   SILVER = Redemption through forgiveness.
Be strong and do it!  Fear not any opposition!  The Lord is with you!
1Chr 28:20   “Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for Yahweh Elohim—my Eloah—will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of the house of the Lord. Here are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of the house of God; and every willing craftsman will be with you for all manner of workmanship, for every kind of service; also the leaders and all the people will be completely at your command.”  (NKJ)
David again emphasized that Solomon had been chosen by God—but it was a great work and needed everyone to do their part to build the House of the Lord.
1Chr 29:1   David said to all the assembly: “My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is young and inexperienced; and the work is great, because the temple is not for man but for the Lord.”

If you have been called to the Truth, then you know God has done it—"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44).  It is our duty to stir up one another to love and good works, not only to do good ourselves, but to draw in others to do good as much as we can.

David had prepared for the temple with single focus—his affection was on things above.
1Chr 29:2   “For the house of my God I have prepared with all my might: gold for things to be made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for things of bronze, iron for things of iron, wood for things of wood, onyx stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in abundance.  Moreover, because I have set my affection on the house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house, my own special treasure of gold and silver.”  (NKJ)
“Where your heart is there will your treasure be!”

The people gave willingly.
1Chr 29:6   Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of 1000’s and commanders of 100’s, and the officials in charge of the king's work gave willingly.  They gave toward the work on the temple of God 5,000 talents and 10,000 darics of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze and 100,000 talents of iron.  Any who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the temple of the Lord.  The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord.  (NIV)
2Cor 9:6   He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. (NKJ)

David's marvelous ascription of praise to the Lord.
1Chr 29:10   David blessed the Lord before all the assembly; and David said: “Blessed are You, Lord God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head over all.  Both riches and honor come from You, and You reign over all.  In Your hand is power and might; in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  Now therefore, our God, we thank You and praise Your glorious name.”  (NKJ)

David acknowledged that ALL is from the Lord and ALL is His.
1Chr 29:16   “O Lord our God, ALL this abundance that we have prepared to build You a house for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is all Your own…With joy I have seen Your people, who are present here to offer willingly to You.  O Lord God, Keep this forever in the intent of the thoughts of the heart of Your people, and fix their heart toward You.”

We are stewards of His goods and will have to account for our use of them.
David asked the Lord to give his son a loyal heart—he was well aware that Solomon needed to develop a trusting heart fully committed to the Lord.

1Chr 29:19   “Give my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies and Your statutes, to do all these things, and to build the temple…” 
David had earlier charged his son to serve the Lord with a loyal heart and willing mind—now he pleaded with the Lord to give his son such a heart.  David knew there was only so much he could do as a father and that he needed God to be active in developing his son.

Solomon was reconfirmed the second time as king.
1Chr 29:20   Then David said to all the assembly, “Now bless the Lord your God.” So all the assembly blessed the Lord God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and prostrated themselves before the Lord and the king.  And they made sacrifices to the Lord and offered burnt offerings to the Lord on the next day: 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, 1,000 lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel.  So they ate and drank before the Lord with great gladness on that day. And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him before the Lord to be the leader, and Zadok to be priest. 

David succeeded in gaining acceptance for Solomon and the Lord exalted Solomon in the eyes of the people.
1Chr 29:23   Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.  All the leaders and the mighty men, and also all the sons of King David, submitted themselves to King Solomon.   So the Lord exalted Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed on him such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel.   (NKJ)
David died after serving his generation by the will of God, and Solomon reigned.
1Chr 29:26   Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.  The period that he reigned over Israel was 40 years.  He died in a good old age, full of days and riches and honor; and Solomon his son reigned in his place.
Acts 13:36   David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep.

Be ready at age 20 to begin to serve your generation by the will of God, and to faithfully use whatever years He gives you to be transformed to the divine moral image—prepared for eternal joy and fit for the Master’s use.

Class 3—Asking in faith for spiritual wisdom.

Solomon spared Adonijah—but his treachery continued.
1K 1:52   Then Solomon said, “If he proves himself a worthy man, not one hair of him shall fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.” 
1K 2:21   “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.”  King Solomon answered and said to his mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah?  Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my older brother—for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.”  So King Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him down, and he died.  (NKJ)
Abiathar exiled—Joab and Shimei executed.
1K 2:26   To Abiathar the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your own fields, for you are deserving of death; but I will not put you to death at this time, because you carried the ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you were afflicted every time my father was afflicted.”  

Joab had killed Abner and Amasa and had defected to Adonijah.  The king said to Benaiah, “Strike him down and bury him, that you may take away from me and from the house of my father the innocent blood which Joab shed.” 

The king said to Shimei, “You know all the wickedness that you did to my father David; therefore the Lord will return your wickedness on your own head.”  (NKJ)
Solomon married Pharaoh's daughter—was it a type of the Gentile bride of Christ converted to the worship of Yahweh—like Joseph’s Egyptian wife?
1K 3:1   Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh's daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had finished building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and the wall all around Jerusalem.  (NKJ)
Egypt sheltered Hadad and Jeroboam, both adversaries to Solomon—and Shishak king of Egypt took away the treasures of the temple and the palace in the 5th year of Rehoboam.

Solomon had earlier manifested an inherent weakness by marrying an Ammonitess.
1K 14:21   Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah.  Rehoboam was 41 years old when he became king...His mother's name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.  (NKJ)
“Love of foreign wives no doubt presupposed an inclination to foreign customs—a rock on which living faith and true adherence to Yahweh might at last suffer shipwreck.  And we may even infer from the repeated warnings of Yahweh (1K 3:14; 6:12; 9:4), that from the earliest years of his reign Solomon was in danger of falling into idolatry.”   [K/D]
CHARACTER TRAITS manifested early in life often plague us for the rest of our lives—persistent, inherent weaknesses which are different for each one of us.  When we are young we assume we will grow out of these natural tendencies—but that will not happen in the normal course by itself—it requires deliberate, concentrated, continuous effort:
1  To get the Word to take control of our minds and hearts.

2  To accept patiently and cooperate with the Angels' discipline in the circumstances of our lives.

Solomon loved the Lord and followed David's ways—but not with total loyalty.
1K 3:2   Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, because there was no house built for the name of the Lord until those days. And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. (NKJ)

Worshipping Yahweh at pagan high places was forbidden by the law of Moses—as it inevitably led to apostasy (Num 33:52).

The Ark was never in the tabernacle during David's reign—The Ark represented Christ enthroned in Zion.
2Chr 1:3   Then Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to the high place that was at Gibeon; for the tabernacle of meeting with God was there, which Moses the servant of the Lord had made in the wilderness.  But David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim to the place David had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.
David's tent is called the "house of the Lord"  (2Sam 12:20).  David no longer worshipped at the high place at Gibeon—he had been prevented by the angel (1Chr 21:30).
The Lord accepted Solomon's worship and appeared to him that same night.
2Chr 1:6   Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the Lord, which was at the tabernacle of meeting, and offered 1000 burnt offerings on it.  On that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, "Ask! What shall I give you?" (NKJ)
1,000 burnt offerings were intended to represent 1,000 lives wholly committed in service to the Lord —but later Solomon replaced that with 1,000 women who turned his heart to idols and robbed him of his heritage!

Solomon knew exactly what “walking in the statutes of David meant, and why his father had been so successful.
1K 3:6   Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You;  You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.”  (NKJ)

Solomon realized his youth and inexperience—but the Lord had made him king and he pleaded for wisdom to rule justly.
1K 3:7   “O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be counted.”  (NKJ)

2Cor 12:9   “My grace [His kindness, goodness, instruction, chastening]  is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me…for when I am weak, then I am strong.  (RSV)


We cannot make it in our own strength!
Solomon asked for a hearing heart, open to Yahweh's word—that it would take control of his mind and affections, to discern good and evil, and make right decisions.
1K 3:9   “Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart [a hearing heart, to listen intelligently, attentively, obediently to Your word] to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”  (NKJ)
Ps 119:125  “ I am Your servant; give me understanding, that I may know Your testimonies.”

Spiritual wisdom—not worldly wisdom.

God gave Solomon a wise and understanding heart—because he asked for it!
1K 3:12  “I have done according to your words...I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.”

1K 10:1   When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions.
Matt 6:33    Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness [His character, attributes, faithfulness],  and all these things shall be added to you.” (NKJ) 

We may go for years without seriously asking for spiritual wisdom—perhaps aware that it could impede our activities and ambitions in this life.

James tells us to do exactly the same thing—Ask in Faith!
Jas 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom [to overcome your natural self and conform your life to the pattern of our Lord] let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith [trusting His way and His method of transforming us], with no doubting.   (NKJ)
That is the absolute promise—but it requires trusting the Lord and a commitment that this is what I want—I don't want to be like I am as a natural person—I'm not going to be satisfied with making excuses for the kind of person I am—I want to grow in the word so that the mind of the spirit becomes dominant and overcomes my natural self.
I can of myself do nothing!

“Do not try attacking your faults and weaknesses one by one.  It will not work.  It is like cutting just the tops off weeds.  It’s a losing battle.  Rather get closer and closer to God in the atmosphere of your mind and spirit, and let His glory burn the evil out of you.  Strive to elevate your mind from natural interest in temporalities and trifles to the real spiritual eternal things, the things that matter.  The only way is to get more and more of the Word into your mind and thoughts.  The written Word of God is unique on earth today.  It is gold: all else is dross.  It is Spirit: all else is flesh.  For overcoming—and we must overcome—there is absolutely no substitute for a mental attitude of which God is the permanent and conscious center.  All else will fail.”
Faith generated by the Word is the power-link between the mind of God and the well-springs of conduct and action within us.

“Enlightened believers are a combination of two powerful forces—the ugliness of the flesh from beneath, and the beauty of the Spirit from above.  We can swing from one extreme to the other, depending on which has the upper hand—the natural motions of the flesh, or the power of the Word.  Every time we allow ourselves to be guided by natural thinking, we shall get off the true, God-pleasing track.  Generally, we must by consistent study fill our minds with a deep background of the instructions and examples of the Scriptures.  Specifically, in each particular instance and decision, consciously and prayerfully, each step of the way, seek a direct guide from Scripture as applying to each circumstance we face.”
The Principles we live by determine the actions we take.
1
SITUATION—A situation confronts us requiring a decision.
2
PRINCIPLES—We reflect upon the principles we know and live by.
3
ACTION—We make a decision and take action based on those principles.
4
SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES result in SPIRITUAL ACTIONS!
5
Conversely natural principles reflected upon by the natural mind result in natural actions!

Renewed by the Spirit Word.
“You are clean through the word which I have spoken to you.”  This word is the great instrument of holiness and purification.  It changes men's minds; loosens their attachment to earthly things; creates a new and right spirit within them; and develops in their lives, fruit.  When the mental disposition, called “the heart” is renewed, it becomes a mirror in which one skilled in the word of the kingdom can discern the spirit, or behold a reflection of the Divine Nature.  This image of God in a man's character can only be created by the word.  
The testimony of God came by the Holy Spirit...the effects of the word believed are attributed to the spirit.  Because the word sets men to breathing in God's moral atmosphere, it is termed “spirit and life.”  A man renewed by the truth, is renewed by the spirit.   [Elpis Israel,  1942 Ed.,  pg. 51-53]
“People have so much Holy Spirit in them as they have of the words and ideas of the Deity understood, affectionately believed, and obeyed.”   [Eureka, vol. 5, pg. 358, Logos Ed]

The Lord gave Solomon what he had not asked for—riches and honor.
1K 3:13   “I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days.”
1Tim 6:17   Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.  Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for them-selves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.  (NKJ)

“Riches are dangerous—if they come to your hand, turn them into safeguards and friends by using them liberally in the Lord’s service, whose stewards we are.”

Solomon went from the high place at Gibeon to the ark in Zion—as though he had a sudden insight that the Christ-ark was where he should seek to approach the Lord, rather than the ark-less tabernacle at Gibeon.
1K 3:14   “IF you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, THEN I will lengthen your days” [both now and eternally]. Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream.  And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, offered up burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.  (NKJ)

Solomon's reign was a type of the Kingdom when the Abrahamic promises will be a reality.
1K 4:20  Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude (Gen 22:17) eating and drinking and rejoicing.  Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the River [Euphrates]  to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt (Gen 15:18).  They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life...for he had dominion over all the region on this side of the River...and he had peace on every side all around him.  And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, each man under his vine and his fig tree (Mic 4:4).  (NKJ)

Gentiles will share in the future glory of Christ's Kingdom.
Isa 60:3-13   The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising...the wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you...and I will glorify the house of My glory.  The sons of foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister to you... The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the pine, and the box tree together, to beautify the place of My sanctuary; and I will make the place of My feet glorious.  (NKJ)
Solomon's wisdom was a type of Christ's—vast knowledge, quick understanding, full recall, and sound judgment.

1K 4:29   God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore.  Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt.  He spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005.  Men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon.  (NKJ) 

It is probable that Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Songs were written during the first 24 years of his reign.  [see For the Study & Defense of the Holy Scriptures, Ed. Whittaker, pg. 95]

Solomon experimented with this world and its pleasures far too much!

Eccl 2:1   I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure.”  I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, while guiding my heart with wisdom, and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the sons of men to do. Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure.  Then I turned myself to consider wisdom and madness and folly; for what can the man do who succeeds the king?—Only what he has already done.  Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness.  (NKJ)

We gain nothing by repeating his folly.

Class 4—The living temple that God is building.

Hiram was a type of the faithful Gentiles who will accept Christ.
1K 5:1,7,12   Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon…for Hiram had always loved David.  So it was, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly and said, “Blessed be the Lord this day, for He has given David a wise son over this great people!”…and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty together.

2Chr 2:12  Hiram also said: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who made heaven and earth, for He has given King David a wise son, endowed with prudence and understanding, who will build a temple for the Lord and a royal house for himself!  (NKJ)

The Temple was built 480 years after the Exodus.
1K 6:1  It came to pass in the 480th year after the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the 4th year of Solomon's reign…that he began to build the house of the Lord. 


years
events


40
Wandering in the wilderness under Moses

30
Conquering and settling the land under Joshua

326
Period of Judges (about 450 years, Acts 13:20)

40
Saul's reign  (Acts 13:21)

40
David's reign

   4
4th year of Solomon

480
Years from the Exodus
The temple site had been identified in Judah—not Ephraim where Shiloh was.
1Chr 21:18   Therefore, the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say to David that David should go and erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 
1Chr 22:1   Then David said, “This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.”
Ps 78:67   Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, but chose the tribe of Judah, mount Zion which He loved.  And He built His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He has established forever.  (NKJ)
The Temple took 7 years to build + 13 years to build the palace = 20 years total.
1K 6:38-7:1  In the 11th year, in the month of Bul, which is the 8th month, the house was finished in all its details and according to all its plans.  So he was 7 years in building it.  But Solomon took 13 years to build his own house; so he finished all his house.  (NKJ)
The Temple was 60x20, and the Most Holy 20x20x20—twice the size of the Tabernacle— representing both Jews and Gentiles in the Kingdom.
1K 6:2,20   The house which King Solomon built for the Lord, its length was 60 cubits, its width 20, and its height 30 cubits.  The inner sanctuary was 20 cubits long, 20 cubits wide, and 20 cubits high.  (NKJ)
“Both tabernacle and temple were but architectural parables of the final temple-state which Yahweh purposed in Christ to establish among men, as the normal and everlasting relation between Himself and the population of the earth.”  [The Visible Hand of God, p325]
Three courts kept the Jews and Gentiles apart from the temple.  [Eureka  3:227, Logos Ed]
1  The outermost court of all, into which the Gentiles might enter.  
2  The Court of Israel, for native Israelites, if clean according to the law.  Between these two courts, there was a “middle wall of partition,” upon which were notices forbidding Gentiles to pass beyond it on pain of death.
3  The Court of the Priests, where the brazen altar of burnt offerings, and the brazen laver for washings, stood, and where the priests and Levites exercised their ministry.  Israelites, who offered sacrifices, might bring their victims to the inner part of this court, but could not pass a certain separation which divided it; they withdrew as soon as they had delivered their sacrifices and offerings to the priest. 

In Christ who is the Cornerstone, both Jews and Gentiles become part of the living temple.
Eph 2:14   He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity…that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross.  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  (NKJ)

Take care of your ecclesia.

1Tim 3:15   I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house-hold of God, which is the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.(NAS)

“Labor constantly for its health and welfare.  This depends on the oneness, the closeness, the affection of the members one for another.  Make the ecclesia’s welfare and harmony and spirituality and mutually upbuilding joy your constant prayer and care.  Help, strengthen, encourage, support, serve.  Forget your grievances and work wholly for the common good.  Herein lies peace and joy and fulfillment.”
All the stones for the Temple were cut, polished and finished to perfection at the quarry, and all were marked for their exact positions—even as we are being prepared now for our positions exactly fitted to reflect His glory.
1K 6:7  The temple, when it was being built, was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in the temple while it was being built. 
1Pet 2:5   You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house.
Eph 2:10   For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  (NKJ)

Yahweh's dwelling in the Temple was conditional on their loyalty to Him—the same for us!
1K 6:12   “Concerning this temple which you are building, IF you walk in My statutes, execute My judgments, keep all My commandments, and walk in them, then I will perform My word with you, which I spoke to your father David.  And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake My people Israel.” (NKJ)
2Cor 6:16   You are the temple of the living God.  As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them.  I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”  Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate... Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.”
The entire inside of the Temple—Holy and Most Holy—was overlaid with GOLD = FAITH  tried and proven by chastening and adversity. 
1K 6:21   Solomon overlaid the inside of the temple with pure gold. He stretched gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with gold.  The whole temple he overlaid with gold, until he had finished all the temple; also he overlaid with gold the entire altar that was by the inner sanctuary.  (NKJ)
Heb 9:3   Behind the second veil, there was a tabernacle called the Holy of Holies, having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant.  (NAS)
The Cherubim in the Most Holy stretched their wings over the ark/mercy seat = the reign of
the glorified saints over the earth with Christ enthroned in Zion.
1K 6:23,27   Inside the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each 10 cubits high...and they stretched out the wings of the cherubim so that the wing of the one touched one wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched the other wall.
2Chr 5:7   Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place...under the wings of the cherubim.  For the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles.  (NKJ)

The rod that budded and the golden pot of manna were missing from the ark.

2Chr 5:10   Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets which Moses put there at Horeb( When the priests came out of the Holy Place(and the Levites who were the singers(clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with them 120 priests sounding with trumpets(when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord(for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.

Acts 1:14   These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication( Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (the number of names was about 120)( (NKJ)

The rod that budded(the risen and glorified Messiah, and the golden pot of manna(the bread of life, had ascended into heaven and entered the Most Holy.

Solomon's prayer at the dedication of the Temple echoed the same spirit as his father David.
1K 8:23,57   “Lord God of Israel, there is no God in heaven above or on earth below like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts.  May the Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers.  May He not leave us nor forsake us, that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments.”
Phil 2:12   Work out your salvation...for it is God who works in you both to will and to do.

Eph 2:10   We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.   (NKJ)

Solomon was still considered to be a faithful king at 24 years into his reign.
1K 9:1,10   It came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord and the king's house…that the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon.  And the Lord said to him: “I have heard your prayer and your supplication that you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.”

It happened at the end of 20 years, when Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's house.  (NKJ)

The Temple served the nation as the united House of Worship for less than 20 years!
1K 9:4   “IF you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and IF you keep My statutes and My judgments, THEN I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever.”

1K 12:28   Jeroboam made two calves of gold…“It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.  Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt!”

“Scripture teaching is clear—short-term projects, no matter how grand, will not yield eternal favor—sustained, faithful obedience to the end is what God wants.”

The Queen of Sheba had to see it before she would believe it.

1K 10:1   When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions.  She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels that bore spices, very much gold, and precious stones.  So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for the king that he could not explain it to her.  Then she said to the king: “Indeed the half was not told me.  Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard.”

Ps 72:10   The kings of Tarshish and of the isles will bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts. (NKJ)

The Queen's visit types the Gentiles who will bring presents to the future King.
1K 10:8   “Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!  Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel!  Because the Lord has loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness.”  Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, spices in great quantity, and precious stones. 
Isa 60:5,13   The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you…to beautify the place of My sanctuary; and I will make the place of My feet glorious.  (NKJ)

Solomon's reign also typed the apostasy of the Christian church.
1K 10:14   The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was 666 talents of gold, besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of traders…  (NKJ)
Rev 13:18   The number of the beast is the number of a man: His number is 666.
Rev 18   “Babylon the great is fallen!  For her sins have reached to heaven,   and God has remembered her iniquities.  The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore: gold and silver, precious stones and pearls…”

The apostate Christian church adopted the rituals of Judaism, as Zechariah had foretold.
Solomon multiplied all the things that were forbidden by the law: horses, wives, silver, gold.
Deut 17:16   “He shall not multiply horses for himself… Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself. He shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book.  And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left.”
Solomon is proof positive that flesh alone can never defeat sin—even when the Lord gives great wisdom and understanding.
Perfect obedience is beyond any of us to achieve as descendants of Adam and Eve.
1. God had to intervene to provide His Son, giving him the potential to be sinless.

2. We must be willing to commit our lives to His discipline and chastening, trusting Him in faith to develop His righteousness in us and transform our natural characteristics, so that   the fruits of the Spirit are manifest in the way we live.

3. He has given us what He knows we need—abilities, talents, opportunities.                        It’s futile to assume we could do better if He had only given us more.

God's chastening is essential to develop His Righteousness in us.
Jer 10:23   The way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. O Lord, correct me, but with justice; not in Your anger, lest You bring me to nothing.
Isa 38:15   He has both spoken to me, and He Himself has done it...O Lord, by these things men live; and in all these things is the life of my spirit…Indeed it was for my own peace that I had great bitterness; but You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, for you have cast all my sins behind Your back. (NKJ)

No time and chance for the elect.

Eccl 9:11   Time and chance happen to them all…the sons of men are snared.

9:1   The righteous and the wise and their works are in the hand of God.

Rom 8:28   All things work together for good to those who love God, who are the called according to His purpose.  Whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.  (NKJ) 
“It could not be imagined that the objects of the Father’s love should be left to the operations of chance, and that He should leave undirected, in the morass of human life, the steps of those whose eyes and affections and trust are directed to Him in daily prayer.”


[Ways of Providence, pg. 13, 5th ed.]

Wait on the Lord—Trust Him.

Ps 37:5   Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.  Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.  The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the Lord upholds him with His hand.  Wait on the Lord, and keep His way.

“Do not think God has forsaken you because you feel the hardness of the way.  In everything consider the end.  Your suffering may be needful to hedge your way to the kingdom, or to prepare you for the exaltation that is to come.  Resign yourselves to the will of God,  and hope in Him in all your ways.”  [Ways of Providence, pg. 36, 5th ed.]

Class 5—Why God chastens His chosen ones.

Solomon loved many alien women—he held fast to them, not to the Lord.
1K 11:1   King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites—from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you.  Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods” (Dt 7:3).  Solomon clung to these in love.
His heart and affections were drawn to them, away from the Lord.
Solomon allowed 100's of alien women to come into his home and spent his evenings with them and they turned away his heart.
1K 11:3   700 wives, princesses, and 300 concubines; and his wives turned away his heart.

That's not unique to Solomon—that's not apart from us—we do the equivalent with television and videos when we bring them into our homes and spend our evenings with the women of this world—and they turn our hearts away from the Lord   and rob us of our heritage.
Solomon is not apart from us—HE'S CLOSE!  
He had the wonder and the marvel of the Truth in his hands as a young person and he held on to it for at least 20+ years—but then let it slip away and traded it for ashes!
“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!”

Josh 24:18  “We also will serve the Lord, for He is our God.”  But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for He is a holy God.  He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.  Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart to the Lord.”

Ps 101:2   I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.  I will set nothing wicked before my eyes [TV, videos, magazines, books].  I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me.  (NKJ)

We cannot serve the Lord in sincerity and truth if we have not yet put away the world—if we have not yet surrendered to His power to break the world’s hold over us.


Why  Worship  Idols?
Serving Idols
Serving Yahweh

· Short term benefits
· Long term benefits

· Instant gratification
· Future gratification

· Immorality approved
· Morality required

· Low standards tolerated
· High standards demanded

· Neighbors’ sins approved
· Neighbors’ sins disapproved

· Visible gods worshipped
· Unseen God worshipped

· Selfishness condoned
· Unselfishness expected

· Business relations helped
· Business relations hindered

· Loose religious practices
· Strict religious practices

· Changed life not required
· Changed life demanded

Ezekiel had the same warning for his generation—at the end of an era, like we are now.
Ezek 14:3,6   Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity.  Therefore say to the house of Israel, “Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations.”

We may feel that because we don’t actually participate in the immorality and uncleanness—that if we just confine ourselves to watching it—that won’t hurt us.  

Not true!  It still gets into out heads and feeds our natural minds and fleshly desires, making it impossible to develop spiritual minds and hearts.

Nehemiah used Solomon to warn the returned exiles against marriage with unbelievers.
Neh 13:23,26   “In those days I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab… Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things?  Yet among many nations there was no king like him, who was beloved of his God; and God made him king over all Israel.  Nevertheless pagan women caused even him to sin.”  (NKJ)

Don’t be fooled that you can be joined to the world and not be affected by it.

Solomon lost his hold on the Truth gradually.

1K 11:4   For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David.  
“The falling away did not take place suddenly, but gradually, as Solomon got old, and...his heart was no longer thoroughly devoted to Yahweh, and he inclined towards the idols of his foreign wives and built them altars—a mixture of Yahweh worship and idolatry—by which the worship which should be paid solely and exclusively to the true God was...turned into idolatry, Yahweh the only true God being placed on a level with the worthless gods of the heathen.”  [K/D]

We must deliberately subdue the flesh to the end of life.
1Cor 9:27   I discipline my body [buffet, bruise, beat]  and bring it into subjection [make it my slave], lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
Rom 6:13   Do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin [don’t show up where sin reigns; don’t sit down in front of what it displays], but present yourselves to God [by service and study in the Truth]  as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  (NKJ)

Solomon engaged in the idolatry—vainly attempting to serve two masters.

1K 11:5   Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.   Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David.   (NKJ)

Ashtoreth was the chief female deity of all the Canaanite nations.
Solomon may have compromised at the outset for the convenience of his wives, and have felt that he could stay apart from it, but in time his own heart and affections were drawn into it.

Solomon may have repented—but what is recorded is a powerful warning to us.

Gal 6:9
In due season we shall reap, IF we faint not.   (KJV)

Col 1:23
IF indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast.   (NKJ)

Heb 3:6
Whose house we are IF we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm to the end.   (NKJ)

Rev 2:26
He who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end… (NKJ)

“Early conviction and effort can be for naught—years of sacrifice can be wasted—the race must be run all the way, faithfully, no matter how great our talents, wisdom, or status.”

Solomon paved the way for Jeroboam's idolatry.
1K 11:7   Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the [sun god]  abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. He did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
1K 12:28   Jeroboam made two calves of gold, and said to the people, “Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt!”  He set up one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.  He made priests from every class of people…And ordained a feast on the 15th day of the 8th month, like the feast that was in Judah.  (NKJ)

Josiah removed Solomon's pagan high places 350 years later!
2K 23:13   Then the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, which were on the south of the Mount of Corruption, which Solomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the people of Ammon.  (NKJ)

The evil effects of Solomon’s apostasy plagued the nation until the captivity.  What David had worked so faithfully to accomplish was completely overturned in one generation!

The Lord told Solomon He would tear the kingdom away—Solomon was hardened in sin.
1K 11:9   The Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded…“Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes...I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant.”  (NKJ)

The Lord raised adversaries—but couldn't impact Solomon.
1K 11:14,18   The Lord raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he...came to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house, apportioned food for him, and gave him land.
It's ironic that Egypt, with whom Solomon had made an alliance by marriage, sheltered his adversaries, because Israel had now become too powerful.

God tried again and again to turn Solomon around, but to no avail.
1K 11:23,25   God raised up another adversary against him, Rezon...he was an adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon...and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria.
1K 11:31,40   Ahijah said to Jeroboam…“thus says the Lord…‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you…’”  Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. (NKJ)
David's afflictions turned him toward the Lord and His word—Do ours do that for us?
Ps 119:67,71,75   Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word.  It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.  I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.  Let, I pray, Your merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to Your word to Your servant. 
Ps 18:35   You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; your right hand has held me up, your gentleness has made me great.  (NKJ)
God's faithful chastening is mixed with mercy and kindness
How do we react to discipline?
Our Heavenly Father disciplines us through the circumstances and the afflictions the Angels bring into our lives.  We can react in one of two ways:
1
RESPOND FAVORABLY
2
RESENTMENT


See need to change our ways.

Hatred.


Learn from the situation.

Hardened to wrong doing.


Commit to doing right in future.

Destined to repeat offense.

The Lord’s chastening is a mark of His love for us and of our sonship.
Heb 12:5   “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”  If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons...that we may be partakers of His holiness.  No chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.   (NKJ)

Even the Beloved Son learned obedience and was perfected by suffering.

ASA reigned 41 years.  He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord his God, for he removed the altars of the foreign gods and the high places, and commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to observe the law and commandment.
BUT, in the 36th year, Hanani said to him: “Because you have relied on the king of Syria, the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand…from now on you shall have wars.”  Asa was angry with the seer, and put him in prison…and oppressed some of the people.  In the 39th year, Asa became diseased in his feet; yet he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians.  (2Chr 14)
He lost his dependence upon the Lord.

UZZIAH reigned 52 years.  He did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper.  His fame spread far—he was marvelously helped till he became strong.
BUT, when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the Lord by entering the temple of the Lord to burn incense.  Azariah the priest withstood him.  Uzziah became furious…leprosy broke out on his forehead.  He was a leper until the day of his death, and dwelt in an isolated house, for he was cut off from the house of the Lord.  (2Chr 26)

Success and position test our loyalty!

There is no retirement age in the Truth.

“This is a fatal folly.  ‘Retirement’ is such an obsession in this indulgent and decadent age that 

it can infect our thinking in the Truth.  We may find we can do frustratingly less than in former years, and the effort is harder, and the joy of vigorous activity has gone, but other and deeper joys take its place.  ‘Occupy [work, keep busy] until I come’…‘He that endureth to the end shall be saved.’  Don’t be trapped and deceived into the lazy, selfish, worldly ‘retirement’ complex.  

The Truth needs faithful workers unto the end.  Let us be among them.”

The Aged Men.

“Old age can either follow the usual and natural course of recession to the small-mindedness and self-centeredness of childhood, or it can be God guided into the golden age of experience, understanding and usefulness.  It depends on how we have prepared for it in earlier years.  In the ideal ecclesial community each age has its place and work(the aged to give counsel and wisdom and deep knowledge of the Word of God; the middle-aged to carry forward the work and activity; the young eager in all things to learn and to help(a healthy, wholesome, united Body of beauty and usefulness.”

Solomon involved the people in his idolatry and immorality.
1K 11:33   “Because THEY have forsaken Me, and worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the people of Ammon, and have not walked in My ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My judgments, as did HIS father David.” 

Prov 29:12   If a ruler pays attention to lies, all his servants become wicked.  (NKJ)

Contrast those who followed Solomon and ended up given over to the evil of this world, and those in Christ who have been drawn away from the evil and are being transformed into his moral image.  

Scripture is silent as to whether Solomon repented(but that is not the real issue!
David had warned Solomon—If you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever. (1Chr 28:9)
Paul is equally clear—It is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted...the good word of God...if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame (Heb 6:4).
Even if, like Manasseh, we repent and are restored in His mercy, we can never undo the train of evil set in motion for our family and ecclesia by our utterly selfish unfaithfulness.

What should Solomon have pleaded for with tears?

KEEP ME IN YOUR WAY! 
(Ps 119)
· Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it.
· Incline my heart to Your testimonies, and not to covetousness.
· Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things. 
· Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me.
· It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.
· Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word.
· I rise before the dawning of the morning, and cry for help.
Keep striving to do your best.

1Cor 15:58   Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.   (NKJ)

Heb 6:10   God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.   (NKJ) 

“There is no greater blessing than the unbearable disquiet and remorse whenever we are doing less than the most and best we can.  Pray fervently for intense zeal and inner desire that will impel you irresistibly to greater and greater work for God and devotion to Him.”
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