The Prophecy of Jacob

JACOB’S PROPHECY OF THE LAST DAYS
Genesis 49
Bible Marking Notes

The blessing of Joseph’s sons by dying Jacob is singled out as the crowning act of faith by the patriarch – Heb. 11:21. This was immediately followed by Jacob calling his sons to assemble in his presence to hear far-reaching words of prophecy concerning their future. In this complex prophecy replete with echoes from the past, there is rich poetry, parallelism, word-play and metaphor comprising the oldest piece of Hebrew poetry in existence. Similarities exist between Jacob’s words and those of Moses when he blessed the tribes of Israel before his death – Deut. 33. Moses by inspiration had previously recorded Jacob’s final words and was clearly affected by them in framing his own blessings.
Oddly, Jacob does not address his sons in the strict order of their birth, but rather deals with the six sons of Leah first. He only returns to the order of birth with Joseph and Benjamin. This peculiarity seems to be an acknowledgement by Jacob of Leah’s position as his God-given wife (Gen. 29:21-30; cp. Gen. 28:15). She was on his mind as he gave instructions for his burial in the cave of Machpelah – Gen. 49:29-31.
The key issues and principles under-girding the prophecy of Jacob arise from the events recorded in Gen. 48. They are: 
1.

The right of the firstborn – Jacob had sought the position of firstborn all his life with the desire of furthering the purpose of God in the Abrahamic family. Now at the end of his life, the Scripture speaks eloquently of God’s triumph in overcoming the natural Jacob (born with hand on Esau’s heel) and creating the new man Israel (who prevailed with God by faith) – in Gen. 48 and 49 the name Jacob occurs 7 times, while Israel occurs 14 times (double portion). Hence, the spiritual had prevailed over the natural in Jacob’s life. The theme of the right of the firstborn being taken from the natural heir and given to the more worthy dominates Jacob’s final words.
2.
Spiritual Israel versus natural Israel – The principle of transferring the right of the firstborn from eldest to younger is established in Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s sons. Manasseh the elder is passed over in favour of Ephraim the younger. Jacob clearly saw who they prefigured in the Divine scheme. Manasseh represented natural Israel (God’s firstborn national son – Ex. 4:22), who through failure and apostasy would be superseded by spiritual Israel represented by Ephraim (“double fruit”; i.e. Jew and Gentile). This is made clear in Gen. 48:19 where Jacob cites Gen. 17:4-6. This superiority of spiritual over natural also flows through Jacob’s prophecy.
3.
Yahweh’s salvation – Abraham’s seed in view – It was said of Abraham by Christ that he “rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad” (John 8:56). This was also certainly true of Jacob. Almost every aspect of his prophecy has Christ ultimately in view, whatever the relation of his words to his sons and the tribes that came from their loins. Whether it be the murdered “chief” of Gen. 49:6, or Shiloh of Gen. 49:10, or the shepherd and stone of Israel (49:24), Christ is in view in every part of the prophecy.
A Prophecy of the Last Days

Bro. Thomas says in Elpis Israel – “It relates to events which were to happen in the last days of the Hebrew commonwealth, under the constitution from Mount Sinai.” He adds, “It will not be necessary to do more than to point out these special incidents as bearing upon the kingdom of God”, thus acknowledging the obvious application to the future. While unquestionably the prophecy deals with the future history of the twelve tribes and in some cases their role in the events surrounding the first advent of Christ, it is clear that Jacob’s vision was fixed on the ultimate fulfillment of God’s purpose at the second advent of Christ. His interjected statement, “I have waited for thy salvation, O Yahweh” (Gen. 49:18), gives full expression to where his mind was focused. The prophecy cannot be properly understood without giving due weight of emphasis to this ultimate redemption of all God’s people. Hence, there is much in the prophecy dealing with the setting up of the Kingdom of God on earth and the ultimate redemption of both spiritual and natural Israel.
	Genesis chapter 49
1 ﻿ And 1Jacob called unto his sons, and said, 2Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall 3befall you in 4the last days.
2 ﻿ 5Gather yourselves together, and 6hear, ye sons of Jacob; and 6hearken unto 7Israel your father.
3 ﻿8Reuben, thou art my 9firstborn, my might, and 10the beginning of my strength, 11the excellency of dignity, and 12the excellency of power:
The firstborn had three privileges in the family – priesthood, authority and inheritance. 
4 ﻿ 13Unstable as water, thou 14shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father’s bed; then 15defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.
5 ﻿Simeon and Levi are 16brethren; 17instruments of cruelty are in their 18habitations.

6  O my soul, come not thou into their 19secret; unto their 20assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a 21man, and in their selfwill they 22digged down a wall.
7 ﻿ Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their 23wrath, for it was 24cruel: 25I will divide them in Jacob, and 26scatter them in Israel.
Even in the Kingdom Age, Levi has no inheritance among the tribes – Ezek. 45:5; 48:13.
8  1Judah, thou art he 2whom thy brethren shall praise: 3thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; 4thy father’s children shall bow down before thee.
9 ﻿ Judah is a lion’s 5whelp: 6from the prey, 7my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, 8he couched as a lion, and as an 9old lion; 10who shall rouse him up?
Judah occupied first place in leading the tribes to the land (Num. 10:14), and its conquest (Jud. 1:2). Judah also became the royal tribe under David. But Jacob’s prophecy looks beyond to the establishment of the Kingdom by the Lion of the tribe of Judah – Rev. 5:5-10. None will challenge Judah’s authority when Shiloh rules in peace and the nations obey him.
10 ﻿ 11The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 12lawgiver from between his feet, 13until 14Shiloh come; and unto him shall 15the gathering of the people be .
Elpis Israel pg. 281 – “Moses was a lawgiver, not of Judah, but of Levi; but when Shiloh comes as the lawgiver of Judah, then ‘the law shall go forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:3).”
11 ﻿16Binding his 17foal unto 18the vine, and his 19ass’s colt unto the 20choice vine; 21he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes:
Zech. 9:9 is drawn from V.11. Just as that prophecy has a primary and secondary application (see Zech. 9:10), so Jacob’s words prefigure two phases of Christ’s work – first and second advents. Shiloh will bring peace to both Jew and Gentile in two phases – first by the preaching of the Gospel, and then by conquest in setting up the Kingdom of God.
12 His 22eyes shall be 23red with 24wine, and his 25teeth white with milk.
Pauls words in Eph. 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” provide a clue here. Spiritual ‘wine’ excites and stimulates in Divine things, even as wine does when taken in appropriate measure (Ps. 104:15).
13 ﻿ Zebulun shall 1dwell at the 2haven of the sea; and he shall be for an 2haven of 3ships; and his 4border shall be unto Zidon.
The blessing on Zebulun clearly relates to the Kingdom. Then the Catholic system will no longer trade in religious merchandise (Rev. 18:9-19; Isa. 33:20-23), while much wealth and many worshippers will come to the Land.
14 5Issachar is a 6strong ass 7couching down between 8two burdens:
The blessing on Issachar foreshadows a time when Israel (a strong ass) will be the head of the nations and at rest from all enemies.
15 ﻿And he saw that 9rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; 10and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.
16 ﻿Dan shall 11judge his people, as 12one of the tribes of Israel.
17 ﻿Dan shall be a 13serpent by the way, an 14adder in the path, that biteth the 15horse 16heels, so that his 17rider shall 18fall backward.
Israel’s rest in the Kingdom will come through the judgements poured out on the nations in which returning Israel under Elijah will be a principal weapon.
18 ﻿ I have 19waited for thy 20salvation, O LORD.
19 ﻿ Gad, a 21troop shall 22overcome him: but he shall 22overcome at the 23last.
20 ﻿ Out of 24Asher his bread shall be 25fat, and he shall 26yield 27royal 28dainties.
The tribes of Israel settled in the Land promised to Abraham will be prosperous and will give freely of their substance to both their King and to Gentile worshippers residing in Yahweh Shammah – Ezek. 48:18-19.
21 ﻿ 29 Naphtali is a 30hind let loose: he giveth 31goodly words.
The victories of Christ over all his enemies will enable him to pursue renewal and redemption for all peoples through a universal campaign of education in Divine things.
22 ﻿ 1Joseph is a 2fruitful 3bough, even a 2fruitful 3bough by a 4well; whose 5branches 6run over the 7wall:
As the seed of Abraham, Christ knew his role was to build the Abrahamic family from among both Jew and Gentile. Jacob’s prophecy and Ps. 80:1-2 also clearly foreshadowed this. In the conversion of Nicodemus (John 3), and of the woman of Samaria and her compatriots (John 4), Christ’s work among ‘Manasseh’ (natural Israel under Law) and ‘Ephraim’ (spiritual Israel – Jew and Gentile) is illustrated.
23 ﻿ The 8archers have 9sorely grieved him, and shot at him , and 10hated him:
24 ﻿ But his bow abode in 11strength, and the arms of his 12hands were made 13strong by the 12hands of the 14mighty God of Jacob; (15from thence is the 16shepherd, the 17stone of Israel:)
Two important metaphors are introduced. Christ is foreshadowed as the great shepherd of Israel and the cornerstone of God’s house. These become the basis of much that follows in Scripture concerning him.
25 ﻿ Even by the 18God of thy father, who shall 19help thee; and by the 20Almighty, who shall bless thee with 21blessings of heaven above, blessings of the 22deep that lieth under, blessings of the 23breasts, and of the 24womb:
Christ as the antitypical Joseph (the increaser) will have a numerous seed – the family of God – natural Israel (Manasseh) and spiritual Israel (Ephraim).
26 ﻿ The blessings of thy father have 25prevailed above the blessings of my 26progenitors unto the 27utmost bound of the 28everlasting 29hills: they shall be on 30the head of Joseph, and on the 31crown of the head of him that was 32separate from his brethren.
Joseph is the most complete type of Christ in Scripture. Like him, Joseph was separate from his brethren that he might save them. This separation was first moral, then physical. Hence, the word nazir is used of him. Christ was the greatest of all Nazarites and the salvation of the human race depended on the complete separation of his head to the things of God. Thus he became a fruitful family builder foreshadowed by Joseph.
27 1Benjamin shall 2ravin as a 3wolf: in the 4morning he shall devour the 5prey, and at 6night he shall 7divide the 8spoil.
The right hand is a symbol for the authority and power of Yahweh – Ps. 44:3. It is here that Christ will sit until his enemies become his footstool – Ps. 110.
28 ﻿ All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto them, and 1blessed them; every one according to his blessing he 1blessed them.
29 ﻿And he 2charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of 3Ephron the Hittite,

30 In the cave that is in the field of 4Machpelah, which is before 5Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace.
31 ﻿ There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and 6there I buried Leah.
32 ﻿ The 7purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth.
33 ﻿ And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.
	Jacob Blesses His Sons Concerning the Last Days
1 The natural Jacob – Prophecy concerned Israel through their entire experience leading to redemption.
2 acaph – to gather for a purpose.

3 qirah – an encountering.

4 Also translated “latter days”. Prophecy has primary application to last days of Judah’s Commonwealth. Secondary to second advent of Christ.

5 qabats – to assemble.
6 shama – to hear intelligently.

7 The remade ‘Prevailer with God’.

8 “See a family builder” (ben).
9 Word occurs 13 times (rebellion) in Jacob’s life. Historically the natural firstborn failed and lost his privileges.
10 Double portion of inheritance given to Joseph (1 Chron. 5:1) as type of Christ – Ps. 89:24; Col. 1:15.
11 Priesthood of family given to Levi (Aaron) – Num. 3:45.

12 Authority of family given to Judah (see v.10).

13 pachaz – to froth (like boiling water); hence unrestrained lust.

14 R.V. – “Thou shalt not have the excellency”. Cp. Num. 2:16 & 26:7. Reuben first tribe to go into captivity – 1 Chron. 5:26. Represents natural Israel deposed by spiritual Israel.

15 Gen. 35:22.

16 By birth (Gen. 29:33-34) and attitude (Gen. 34:25-29).

17 R.V. – “weapons of violence are their swords”.

18 mekerah – to pierce through; stab.

19 sode – council; circle of familiar friends. Refers to their plot to murder.
20 qahal – congregation (O.T. equiv. of ecclesia).

21 ish – mighty man – The prince of Shechem (“shoulder”) – a type of Christ as burden bearer.

22 aqar shur – “felled a bull (chief)”. Ygs.Lit. – “eradicated a prince”. Prophecy of murder of Christ by priestly class.

23 ebrahim – outbursts of passion; rage.

24 qashah – severe; obstinate.

25 chalaq – smooth (of stones used for lot); apportion. Simeon and Levi received no separate portion in the Land – Josh. 19:1,9; 21:1-9.
26 Levi was dispersed throughout entire Land – Josh. 21. Simeon belonged to 10 tribes of the north (Israel) but inheritance was in Judah – 1 Kings 11:30-31; 12:21; Josh. 19:1.
Authority in Israel given to Judah

1 “Praised”; “celebrated”. Jacob’s 4th son. 4 = righteousness.

2 Awaits time of Christ’s rule on David’s throne – Rev. 5:11-14.
3 Cp. Ps. 18:40 (David).

4 Foreshadowed - Gen. 37:9-10. All Israel will bow down to Christ as Prince in Judah – Rom. 11:25-26; Mic. 5:2-4.

5 guwr – cub, whelp, young. Young lion developing into full strength and ferocity in search of prey. Cp. Rev. 5:5.
6 Grown lion caught and consumed prey, now returns – will not always tear and rend. Refers to aftermath of Christ’s triumph over nations.

7 Messiah the son of God – Isa. 9:6-7. First used of Isaac – Gen. 21:10; 22:7.

8 rabats – lie down, recline. At rest and peace – Christ will rest when nations subdued.

9 lebiya – lioness. R.V. – “as a lioness”. Fierce in protecting offspring as Christ will be of his people.
10 RSV – “who dares rouse him up”. None will challenge the rule of Christ once all nations subdued. Repeated by Balaam – Num. 24:8-9.
11 Authority (symbolised by rod or sceptre) of firstborn given to Judah because of qualities – Gen. 44:14-34. Ruling tribe in past and future.
12 Roth. - “commander’s staff”. R.V. - “ruler’s staff”. When ancient kings sat to dispense law the rod was held between the feet as insignia of office. See Isa. 33:22
13 ad ki – “to/for that” or “because”. Bro. Thomas – “because Shiloh shall come”.
14 “tranquil, peace”. Title of Christ – Isa. 9:6; Ps. 72.
15 yiqqarah – obedience. R.V. – “the obedience of the peoples”.

16 asar – to yoke or hitch. Cp. Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:4-5.
17 ayir – young male ass (just broken to a load). Israel to come under Law.
18 Israel - Ps. 80:8-11 (same word for ‘vine’ used). 
19 ben athown – son of female ass. Refers to spiritual Israel (Jew and Gentile). Cp. Mark 11:1-11 (1st phase).
20 soreq – choice species of vine yielding purple grapes (the richest variety). Represents the Israel of God (John 15:3; Gal. 6:16; Eph. 6:12). Royalty of the Kingdom (2nd phase).
21 RSV – “he washes”. Two phases of Christ’s mission – [1] “Saving himself” (Zech. 9:9) – Redeemed out of death and received change of garments (Heb. 5:7; Zech. 3:4-5; Isa. 61:10) [2] Future work - stains his garments with the blood of Israel’s enemies – Isa. 63:1-6; Rev. 14:18-20; 19:13.
22 Eyes symbolise Spirit intelligences active in judgement (Zech. 4:10; Ezek. 1:18; Rev. 4:6,8; 5:6). Used of Christ – Rev. 1:14; 2:18; 19:12.

23 chakliyl (only occ.) – darkly flashing, brilliant (as stimulated by wine). Cognate word chaklilooth used Prov. 23:29 - “redness”. Not drunkenness here, but stimulation as in Zech. 9:15,17 (“cheerful” – nub – make to flourish).
24 Wine = truth (Isa. 55:1; Cp. Prov. 23:23). Truth motivates Christ’s destruction of his enemies – Ps. 78:65-66.
25 Teeth - symbol for weapons (Prov. 30:14). Milk speaks of elementary truths (1 Pet. 2:2; Isa. 55:1; Heb. 5:13-14) as drivers of judgements to come. Cp. Song 5:1.
Kingdom blessings on another six sons
1 shakan – reside permanently. Zebulun means “dwelling”.
2 choph – cove; sheltered bay. Never in past. Zebulun’s future canton in the south is cut by Red Sea and Gulf of Aqaba – Ezek. 48:26.
3 Deut. 33:18-19 suggests the purpose of these ships – bringing wealth and worshippers to the Land.
4 yerekah – side, flank or rear. 1st occ. – only place trans. “border”. Zebulun in future far from Zidon. Indicates “turning back” on Jezebel - type of apostasy that developed Catholicism – Rev. 2:20-24.
5 “He will bring a reward”; “There is recompense” (BDB).
6 gerem chamor – bony (i.e. strongly-built) male ass.

7 rabats – used V.9. Symbolises Israel in the Kingdom – strong but at rest.
8 mishpath – stall for cattle (only other occ. Jud. 5:16 – “sheepfolds”). R.V. – “sheepfolds”.
9 menuchah – resting place (1st. occ.). Often used of rest in the Land/Kingdom.
10 Roth. – “So he bendeth his shoulder to bear, and becometh a tributary servant.” LXX – “he subjected his shoulder to labour, and became a husbandman.” Israel will submit to the yoke and serve their King in the Age to come.
11 diyn – act as a judge, minister judgement (Dan means “judge”). Its use in Deut. 32:36; 1 Sam. 2:10; Ps. 72:2; 96:10; 110:6; 135:14 provide clues to the fulfilment. Christ will judge the nations in righteousness – Acts 17:31.
12 Dan on north of Tabernacle and far north in Kingdom. See Ps. 75:6-8 where north is identified with Yahweh’s judgements on the nations. Cp. Rev. 7:5-8 where Dan is omitted. 
13 nachash – 1st occ. Gen. 3:1 (this is 6th). Noted for wisdom – Matt. 10:16.
14 shephiyphon – horned snake (only occ.). Root is shuph - to gape, that is, snap at; fig. to overwhelm (used Gen. 3:15 “bruise”).
15 Symbol for war. Christ will destroy man’s power for war – Hag. 2:22.

16 aqeb – heel. Part of the name Jacob. 1st occ. Gen. 3:15 (14 occs. O.T.).
17 Represents leaders of warlike nations – Zech. 10:5; Rev. 19:18.
18 Indicates defeat in battle – Ps. 40:14; 44:10; Jer. 46:5.

19 qavah – bind together (by twisting); hence expect, wait, eagerly look for. Used Hos. 12:6 – based on Gen. 32:24-32.
20 yeshuah – salvation, deliverance. 1st occ. of 78. Root yasha is basis of name Joshua (Jesus) – Yah’s salvation. Jacob foresaw work of Christ.
21 gedud – band, troop (play on name Gad). There are 4 cognate words in verse.
22 gud – to crowd upon, attack. Root of Gad.

23 aqeb – used v.17. Roth. – “Gad! a troop shall troop on him,—But, he, shall troop on the rear.” Israel’s enemies will not always triumph over them. Jacob will ultimately “catch their heel”.
24 “happy”.
25 shamen – greasy; rich (nutritious).

26 nathan – give.

27 melek – king.

28 ma’adan – dainty food, delicacy. Roth. – “Out of Asher, fatness, is his feed,—So, he, setteth forth dainties for a king.” Foreshadows monarchy in Israel and abundance in the Land – Isa. 25:6.
29 “wrestling”. Christ spent much of his ministry and called all but one of his 12 disciples from the area of Naphtali – Matt. 4:13-15. His wrestling past, in the Kingdom he will be swift in judgement and then in teaching.
30 ayalah – female deer. Simile for warrior, skilful and swift in movements - 2 Sam. 2:18; 1 Chron. 12:8; Ps. 18:33; Hab. 3:19.
31 shepher – beauty (1st occ.). See use Num. 24:4,16; Ps. 138:4; Hos. 6:5 (last occ.).
Joseph – Separate from his brethren
1 “Increaser”. Refer Gen. 48:19-20. The right of the firstborn a double portion given to Joseph whose sons represent natural and spiritual Israel.
2 parah – to bear fruit. Used of Abrahamic promises – Gen. 17:6; 28:3; 35:11; 48:4. Source etymologically of Ephraim – Gen. 41:52. Used Gen. 17:20.
3 ben – a son as family builder. Joseph most complete type of Christ foreshadows the mission of Yahweh’s family builder (increaser).
4 ayin – the eye (lit. or fig.); by analogy a fountain (as the eye of the landscape). Eye is symbol for intelligence. Connect with John 4.
5 banoth – daughters (fem. of ben). Cp. woman of Samaria.
6 tsa’ad – to step, stride (implies with purpose). Cp. erchomai etc used in John 4.
7 shur – wall (5 occs. O.T.). See Eph. 2:12-14.

8 baalai chitstsim – masters of arrows. Refers to Joseph’s brethren – their bitter words were arrows – Ps. 64:3-4; Gen. 37:4.
9 marar – embitter.
10 satam – to lurk; hate, cherish animosity against. Fulfilled prophetically Luke 11:54.
11 eythan – perpetual, constant, perennial. Joseph’s arrows fired at his brethren were designed to purify and convert. Like Christ his strength was in God – Isa. 49:2.
12 yad – open hand (sig. power, direction).
13 pazaz – to be nimble, agile. Roth. – “supple”.
14 abiyr – strong, mighty. 6 occs. O.T. - always of God, and always associated with Jacob.

15 Yahweh is the source. The word sham is used Ezek. 48:35.

16 ra’ah – to pasture, tend, feed as a shepherd. See Jacob’s use in Gen. 48:15. He anticipated the good shepherd raised up by Yahweh – John 10:11,27-30.

17 eben – a stone (root banah – to build). As sons (ben) build a family, so stones build a house. Drawn from Gen. 28:18,22. Cp. 1 Tim. 3:15-16. Christ foreshadowed – Ps. 118:22; Isa. 8:14; 28:16; Zech. 3:9.
18 El – strength, might.

19 azar – surround, protect, succour.

20 Shaddai – nourisher (shad – breast); and destroyer (shadad – burly). Title first used Gen. 17:1 – building Abrahamic family. Used 5 times in life of Jacob. Prophecy of Yahweh building His family through Christ (antitypical Joseph).

21 berakah – blessings (5 times in blessing on Joseph). Its root barak is previous word in text.

22 Subterranean water supply – represents the deep things of God’s word - Ps. 36:6: 42:7.
23 shadim – breasts. El Shaddai is the nourisher of His family centred in Christ.
24 racham - compassion; by ext. the womb (as cherishing the fetus). Often translated “tender mercies”.
25 gabar – strong, mighty; to prevail.
26 New Old Testament – “The blessings of thy father surpass the blessings of the mountains of everlastingness”. Supported by Gesenius, LXX and margin of R.V.
27 ta’avah – boundary, limit. LXX – “it has prevailed above the blessing of the lasting mountains, and beyond the blessings of the everlasting hills”.
28 olam – Refers to the Millennial Age.
29 Refers to nations incorporated into the Kingdom – Hab. 3:6. Christ (as antitypical Joseph) will rule over all nations, hence Jacob’s blessings surpass all in the Kingdom.

30 Joseph’s blessings will be received through Christ the ‘head’ of the multitudinous body. Joseph was the most complete type of Christ in Scripture. Like Christ, the separation of his mind to God was key to success.
31 qodqod – top of the head where anointing oil poured (Ps. 133:2). The righteousness of Christ is foreshadowed. Oil (the Word) in his mind separated him from all others – Ps. 45:7; Rev. 1:13-14.
32 nazir – separate, consecrated. Joseph was separate from his brethren in order to save them. In this he foreshadowed the greatest of all Nazarites – Christ.

The Triumph of the Son of the Right Hand
1 “The son of the right hand”. Type of Christ – Ps. 80:17.
2 taraph – to tear, rend. Cp. Jer. 5:6; Ezek. 22:27; Hab. 1:8; Zeph. 3:3.
3 zeeb - Occs. 7 times O.T. Prophecy of the ferocity with which Christ will subdue his enemies in establishing the Kingdom – Ps. 110:5-6; Zeph. 3:8.
4 boqer – break of day. Refers to dawning of the Kingdom – Mal. 4:1-2.

5 ad – booty, prey. 3 occs. – see context of use Isa. 33:23; Zeph. 3:8.
6 ereb – evening, sunset. Used Zech. 14:7 (last) of the end of 40 years of judgement commencing with Armageddon. See use also Zeph. 2:7; 3:3.

7 Christ will reverse the treatment given to Israel by their enemies – Zech. 14:1; Joel 3:2 (same word used).

8 See use of this word – Isa. 33:23; Ezek. 38:12; Zech. 14:1.

Jacob’s instructions regarding his burial

1 barak – bless. This is the word used in Gen. 12:2 of God’s blessing on Abraham. Acts 3:26 tells us that this is about turning men from their iniquities. Such was Jacob’s purpose in blessing his sons.
2 tsavah – enjoin. Blessings always bring responsibilities.

3 “fawn-like”.

4 “folded together”. Here lay the patriarchs and their wives awaiting the resurrection.

5 “strength” or “fatness”.

6 Jacob’s reference to Leah seems to indicate that he had come to the conclusion that she was indeed his God-given wife in accordance with Gen. 28:15 and 48:15-16. Certainly, he had blessed the six sons of Leah first placing Zebulun and Issachar ahead of some of their older brothers.

7 Reference to a financial transaction is Jacob’s way of saying that the field of Ephron did not represent a fulfilment in any way of God’s promise to give Abraham, Isaac and Jacob the land as an everlasting inheritance.

 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” - Heb 11:13
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