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JUDGES
JOSHUA

RUTH

A Catalogue of 
Human 

Behaviour

Sin Suffering

Supplication

Salvation

“Israel did Evil…” 3:7 

3:12 4:1 6:110:7 13:1

“He raised up a Deliverer” 

3:9 3:15 4:4 6:11 11:29 

13:5

“They cried unto Yahweh” 3:9 
3:15 4:3 6:6 10:10 (13:5)

“Yahweh sold them…” 

3:8 3:12 4:2 6:1 10:7 

13:1
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1. The Condition of the 
Nation: 1:1 – 3:6

2. The Exploits of the Judges: 
3:7 – 16:31

3. The Condition of 
Individual Life: Ch. 17 to 21

The Judges

Othniel
Ehud 
Shamgar
Deborah/Barak 
Gideon 
Abimelech
Tola/Jair
Jephthah
Ibzan/Elon/  
Abdon
Samson 

3:7-11
3:12-30
3:31
4:1-5:31
6:1-8:35
9:1-57
10:1-5
10:6-12:7
12:8-15

13:1-16:31

Life after Joshua  Joshua had 
weakened the 
nations, Josh.13:2

Central

Campaign

Ch.6-9
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Life after Joshua

Occupied 

Territory 

resulting 

from 

Joshua’s 

campaigns 

 Joshua had 
weakened the 
nations, Josh.13:2

 Joshua had 
weakened the 
nations, Josh.13:2

A new generation 
emerges, Judg.2:7

Neglected family 
responsibilities, 
Psa.78:1-7

Resulted in  
compromise, 
Judg.2:11-13

Life after Joshua
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Map of Israel
and Northern Migration

 Dan, last tribe to seize 
inheritance but failed

 Dan lacked the spiritual 
will to conquer

 Dan moved north to Laish

 False religion in Dan

 Moral misconduct in 
Benjamin & Judah

IN THE MIDST OF ISRAEL’S 

APOSTASY SAMSON BURSTS 

ON THE SCENE

“BRILLIANT SUNSHINE”
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Israel Samson

Sin 3:7; 3:12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:7; 13:1 14:1; 15:1; 16:1; 16:4

Suffering 3:8; 3:12; 4:2; 6:1; 10:7; 13:1
14:20; 15:6; 15:13; 
16:21

Supplication
3:9; 3:15; 4:3; 6:6; 10:10; 
(1Samuel 7:2?)

15:18; 16:28

Salvation

Othniel, 3:9; Ehud, 3:15; 
Deborah/Barak, 4:4; 
Gideon, 6:11; Jephthah, 
11:29; Samson, 13:5

14:6; 14:19; 15:14; 
16:3; 16:30

Samson – A Portrait of his 
own People

Samson - A Life of Contrasts

Marries a 
Philistine

Kills a lion 14:1-6

Bound by 
Philistines

Slays 1000 15:15

Visits a harlot
Removes gates 

of Gaza
16:1-3

Loves Delilah Destroys 3000 16:1-30
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Samson - A Vehicle of Divine Education

 Separated for Divine Service 
(13:5)

 God was his Strength (16:5)

 Source of Strength 
Inexplicable (16:5)

 Both Strong and Weak

 Broke his vow (16:17-20

 Became Blind (16:21)

 Obtained Salvation (Heb. 
11:32,39)

 Lev.20:24, 26 Exod. 4:22

 Exodus 15:2, 13

 Micah 7:16

 Deut. 28:7 2:17

 Lev.26:15,20

 Romans 11:25,26

 Romans 11:25,26

Samson Israel
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What God Sought to Accomplish

In the days When the Judges Ruled

Wilderness Journey

22

7

Abimelech
Jair

After Joshua’s death

Othniel
Ehud

Deborah/Barak
Gideon/(Shamgar)

Tola

40
14

40
80

40

40

23

7

8

18
20

3

18Amorites

Philistines

Jephthah
Ibzan

Elon

Samson

Abdon

Eli
Samuel Saul

David
Solomon

40

6

7

10

8

20
40

40

40
4

Period of the Judges

Period of Oppression

JesseObedBoazSalmon

(5 Generations)

300 years from

Invasion of land

(Judges 11:26)

480 years from

Exodus to 4th yr

of Solomon (1Kg

6:1)

“In those days there 

was no king in Israel, 

but every man did that 

which was right in his 

own eyes” (Judges 17:6)

340200 3001000 400 480
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Times of 
Samson

 Philistines oppressed 
Israel for 40 years, 13:1

 Samson judged 20 years, 
15:20

 Eli judged Israel 40 years, 
1Sam.4:18

 20 years after ark taken, 
Israel lament, 1Sam.7:1,2

 Philistines subdued “all 
days of Samuel”, 
1Sam.7:13
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The 20 years of Samson corresponds 

to the 20 years of 1 Sam.7:1,2.  

SAMSON’S VICTORY IN DEATH 

PRICKED THE HEARTS OF ISRAEL –

“AND THEY CRIED UNTO THE LORD”


