
Church Tradition or Bible Teaching?
Lecture 2:



Overview

• The Roman Catholic Church’s position in 
regards to “Church Tradition”

• How the Roman Catholic Church has 
protected its authority and how that has 
affected its relationship with the Bible

• What the Bible teaches

• Compare and contrast both views



1. The Roman Catholic Church’s position in 
regards to “church tradition”

The church’s 
claim of  
authority



What is tradition?

‘Tradition and
Living Magisterium’
Catholic Encyclopedia 
(www.newadvent.org)

Us

ChurchScripture

God

“...Catholics... hold 
that there may be, 
that there is in fact, 
and that there must 
of necessity be 
certain revealed 
truths apart from 
those contained in 
the Bible...”

http://www.newadvent.org
http://www.newadvent.org
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03449a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03449a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13001a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13001a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/bible
http://www.newadvent.org/bible


What is tradition?

“...As regards Biblical 
interpretation properly so 
called the Church is infallible 
in the sense that, whether by 
authentic decision of pope or 
council, or by its current 
teaching that a given passage 
of Scripture has a certain 
meaning, this meaning must 
be regarded as the true sense of 
the passage in question...”

‘Tradition and Living 
Magisterium’
Catholic Encyclopedia 
(www.newadvent.org)

“Can you learn to save 
your soul just by 
reading the Bible? No, 
because certain things 
in the Bible can be 
misunderstood, and 
because the Bible does 
not have everything 
God taught...”

The Catholic 
Catechism For 
Adults (page 52)

http://www.newadvent.org
http://www.newadvent.org
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07790a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07790a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm


The church’s claim

• The authority to correctly 
interpret the Bible

• Additional, vital, 
information which is 
apparently not contained 
in the Bible



The making of  saints

“The chief objections raised 
against the intercession and 
invocation of the saints are 
that these doctrines are 
opposed to the faith and 
trust which we should have 
in God alone; that they are a 
denial of the all-sufficient 
merits of Christ; and that 
they cannot be proved 
from Scripture”

‘Intercession 
(Mediation)’
Catholic Encyclopedia 
(www.newadvent.org)

Colossians 1:2
“To the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ which 
are at Colosse: Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Timothy 2:5
“For there is one God,
and one mediator between 
God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus...” 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04171a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04171a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12454c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12454c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org
http://www.newadvent.org


    Cardinal         
Newman

THE TIMES | 16th Sep 2010



Marriage & Meat

1 Timothy 4:1-3
“...in the latter times 
some shall depart 
from the faith... 
Forbidding to marry, 
and commanding to 
abstain from meats, 
which God hath 
created to be received 
with thanksgiving of  
them which believe 
and know the truth.”

“Abstinence from meat... is to be 
observed on all Fridays”

Code of  Canon Law 1251

“Clerics... are bound to celibacy”
Code of  Canon Law 277

The Guardian | 15th Sep 2010



A flimsy argument

1 Timothy 3:15
“But if  I tarry 
long, that thou 
mayest know how 
thou oughtest to 
behave thyself  in 
the house of  God, 
which is the 
church of  the 
living God, the 
pillar and ground 
of  the truth.”

• Context
responsibilities amongst the 
believers, not authority

• The Pillar
A support of  The Truth, 
not The Truth itself

• House of  God
Every member, not just 
tradition or leaders



Circular Argument

It is true

We say so



2. The Roman Catholic Church’s
relationship with the Bible

The protection of 
Church Authority



The Inquisition

“We prohibit also the 
permitting of the laity to 
have the books of the Old or 
New Testament... But we 
strongly forbid them to 
have the above mentioned 
books in the vulgar tongue”

Council of  Toulouse - 1229

Pedro Berruguete
La Prueba del Fuego (1400s)

1224 - Pope Gregory IX  
sanctioned legislation to put 
heretics to death

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedro_Berruguete
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedro_Berruguete
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Innocent_IV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Innocent_IV


The Inquisition

“No one may possess 
the books of  the Old 
and New Testaments in 
the Romance language, 
and if  anyone 
possesses them he 
must turn them over to 
the local bishop within 
eight days after 
promulgation of  this 
decree, so that they 
may be burned”

The Council of  
Tarragona - 1234



The Inquisition

1252 - Pope Innocent IV issued a papal bull which 
authorised the use of torture by inquisitors

1559 - Pope Pius IV placed the Bible on the Church’s 
“list of forbidden books”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Innocent_IV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Innocent_IV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_bull
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_bull


The Inquisition

“We too exhort you to try every 
means of keeping your flock from 
those deadly pastures... Convince 
them that to allow holy Bibles in 
the ordinary language, wholesale 
and without distinction, would on 
account of human rashness cause 
more harm than good.”

Encyclical  UBI PRIMUM of
POPE LEO XII - 1824

http://www.ewtn.com/library/ENCYC/L12UBIPR.HTM
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ENCYC/L12UBIPR.HTM


The Inquisition

Congregation for the 
Doctrine of  the Faith

www.kremlin.ru

Joseph 
Ratzinger
Prefect &
‘Chief  Enforcer’
from
25 November 1981 
to 19 April 2005

Now called:

THE TIMES | 16th Sep 2010

Daily Express | 16th Sep 2010



The Reformation

www.kremlin.ru

Catholic Church

TIME

http://www.kremlin.ru
http://www.kremlin.ru


3. What the Bible teaches

The Bible speaks 
for itself



Isaiah 8:20
“To the law and to the 
testimony: if  they 
speak not according to 
this word, it is 
because there is no 
light in them.” 

2 Timothy 3:15-17

“And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All 
scripture is given by 
inspiration of  God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of  God may be 
perfect (complete), 
throughly furnished unto all 
good works.” 

John 5:39
“Search the 
scriptures...” 

John 10:35
“...the scripture 
cannot be broken” 



Romans 1:16
“For I am not 
ashamed of  the gospel 
of  Christ: for it is the 
power of  God unto 
salvation to every one 
that believeth.”

Revelation 22:18

“For I testify unto every 
man that heareth the 
words of  the prophecy of  
this book, If  any man 
shall add unto these 
things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book:” 

James 1:21
“..receive with 
meekness the 
engrafted word, which 
is able to save your 
souls.”

Galatians 1:8

“But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which 
we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.” 



4. Compare and contrast

Summary



Compare & contrast

Without us & our 
tradition you won’t 

be able
to be saved

I contain 
everything you 

need to be saved



Compare & contrast

We have the authority to 
interpret the Bible for you - our 

interpretation is infallible

I am silent about having to be 
interpreted by an organisation



Compare & contrast
We have additional 

information which is not 
contained in the Bible 

but is vital for salvation.

I am complete and contain 
all you need for salvation



Compare & contrast

The Papacy is the head 
of  the Church

Jesus Christ is the true 
leader of  the Church



Choice
?

The

Is Yours



Thank you for your attention


