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“He hath all power on earth… 
all temporal power is his; the 
dominion, jurisdiction, and 

government of  the whole earth 
is his by divine right. All rulers 
of  the earth are his subjects and 

must submit to him”

Council of  Trent

The Claims of       
the Papacy



“The Roman Pontiff  himself  is 
the successor of  the blessed Peter, 
prince of  the apostles and the true 

vicar of  Christ… To him was 
given by the Lord Jesus Christ full 
power to feed, rule and govern the 

universal church”

The Council of  Trent

The Claims of       
the Papacy



“Ex Cathedra”
“…We teach and define that it is a dogma 
divinely revealed that the Roman Pontiff, 
when he speaks ex cathedra ... is 
possessed of that infallibility with which 
the divine Redeemer willed that his 
church should be endowed for defining 
doctrines regarding faith and morals”

Vatican Council 1870

The Claims of       
the Papacy



• The ultimate authority on earth

• All governments
subservient to him

• Legitimate successor to Peter

• Head, ruler and pastor
of  the church

• Speaks with Divine authority

The Claims of       
the Papacy
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Matthew 16:15-19
“He saith unto them, But 
whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of  
the living God. And Jesus 
answered and said unto 
him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh 
and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in 
heaven...

... And I say also unto 
thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the 
gates of  hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I 
will give unto thee the 
keys of  the kingdom of  
heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven” 



The church’s
true foundation

Matthew 16:18
“And I say also 
unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I 
will build my 
church; and the 
gates of  hell shall 
not prevail 
against it”

“Thou art Peter...”
• Greek = Πετρος - “Petros” 
• “A stone”
“...And upon this rock I will 
build my church”
• Greek = πετρα - “petra”
• “A solid rock”

“Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of  the living God”



1 Corinthians 
3:11
“For other 
foundation can 
no man lay than 
that is laid, 
which is Jesus 
Christ”

The church’s
true foundation

“Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of  the living God”

“Thou art Peter...”
• Greek = Πετρος - “Petros” 
• “A stone”
“...And upon this rock I will 
build my church”
• Greek = πετρα - “petra”
• “A solid rock”



The Keys of  the Kingdom

Matthew 16:19
“And I will give 
unto thee the keys 
of  the kingdom of  
heaven: and 
whatsoever thou 
shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in 
heaven: and 
whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed
in heaven”



The Keys of  the Kingdom

Matthew 16:19
“And I will give 
unto thee the keys 
of  the kingdom of  
heaven: and 
whatsoever thou 
shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in 
heaven: and 
whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed
in heaven”



Acts 26:16-18
“But rise, and stand 
upon thy feet: for I have 
appeared unto thee for 
this purpose, to make 
thee a minister and a 
witness both of  these 
things which thou hast 
seen, and of  those 
things in the which I 
will appear unto thee; 
delivering thee from 
the people, and from 
the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, 
to open their eyes, and 
to turn them from 
darkness to light,

and from the power of  
Satan unto God, that 
they may receive 
forgiveness of  sins, and 
inheritance among 
them which are 
sanctified by faith that 
is in me”



Matthew 18:18
“Verily I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall bind 
on earth shall be bound in 
heaven: and whatsoever ye 
shall loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven”

Acts 26:16-18
“But rise, and stand 
upon thy feet: for I have 
appeared unto thee for 
this purpose, to make 
thee a minister and a 
witness both of  these 
things which thou hast 
seen, and of  those 
things in the which I 
will appear unto thee; 
delivering thee from 
the people, and from 
the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, 
to open their eyes, and 
to turn them from 
darkness to light,

and from the power of  
Satan unto God, that 
they may receive 
forgiveness of  sins, and 
inheritance among 
them which are 
sanctified by faith that 
is in me”



Peter was not infallible!

Galatians 2:11-13
“But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the 
face, because he was to be 
blamed. For before that certain 
came from James, he did eat 
with the Gentiles: but when they 
were come, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing them 
which were of  the circumcision. 
And the other Jews dissembled 
likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried 
away with their dissimulation”

• The acceptance of 
the Gentiles into 
the church was one 
of  the most 
important issues 
the church in the 
first century faced

•Peter got it wrong!



The epistles of  Peter

• Peter did not claim
any special God-
given authority

• He did not consider 
himself  greater 
than any other of  
the church elders

1 Peter 5:1-2
“The elders which are 
among you I exhort, 
who am also an elder, 
and a witness of  the 
sufferings of  Christ, and 
also a partaker of  the 
glory that shall be 
revealed: feed the flock 
of  God which is among 
you, taking the oversight 
thereof...”



1 Peter 5:3
“...Neither as 
being lords over 
God’s heritage, 
but being 
ensamples to 
the flock”

• They all shared the 
responsibility to feed 
the flock of  God

“He hath all power on earth… 
all temporal power is his; the 
dominion, jurisdiction, and 

government of the whole earth 
is his by divine right. All rulers 
of the earth are his subjects and 

must submit to him”
Council of Trent

The epistles of  Peter



A succession of  Popes?

2 Peter 1:14,19
“Knowing that shortly I 
must put off  this my 
tabernacle, even as our
Lord Jesus Christ hath 
shewed me...

...We have also a more 
sure word of  prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth”

• No suggestion in 
the Bible that 
anyone was to be 
appointed to 
succeed Peter after 
he had died.

• Peter advised the 
church to listen to 
the scriptures, not  
a successor of  his.



The Bible does
not teach...

• A succession
of  Popes

• That Peter was the 
leader of  the church

• That the Pope
was the successor
of  Peter

• That the Pope is the 
head of  the church



Philippians 2:9,10
“Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is 
above every name: that at 
the name of  Jesus every 
knee should bow, of  things 
in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under
the earth”



Philippians 2:9,10
“Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is 
above every name: that at 
the name of  Jesus every 
knee should bow, of  things 
in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under
the earth”

Ephesians 1:22
“And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all 
things to the church”



Ephesians 4:15
“Grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, 
even Christ”

Philippians 2:9,10
“Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is 
above every name: that at 
the name of  Jesus every 
knee should bow, of  things 
in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under
the earth”

Ephesians 1:22
“And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all 
things to the church”



Philippians 2:9,10
“Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is 
above every name: that at 
the name of  Jesus every 
knee should bow, of  things 
in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under
the earth”

Ephesians 1:22
“And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all 
things to the church”

Ephesians 4:15
“Grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, 
even Christ”

Ephesians 5:23
“For the husband is the head 
of  the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of  the church: and 
he is the saviour of  the body”



Ephesians 4:15
“Grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, 
even Christ”

Ephesians 5:23
“For the husband is the head 
of  the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of  the church: and 
he is the saviour of  the body”

Colossians 1:18
“And he is the head of  the 
body, the church... that in all 
things he might have the 
preeminence”

Philippians 2:9,10
“Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is 
above every name: that at 
the name of  Jesus every 
knee should bow, of  things 
in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under
the earth”

Ephesians 1:22
“And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all 
things to the church”



The Papacy in the Bible

2 Thessalonians 2:1,2
“Concerning the coming 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ... 
we ask you, brothers, not 
to become easily 
unsettled or alarmed by 
some prophecy, report or 
letter supposed to have 
come from us, saying that 
the day of  the Lord has 
already come...” (NIV)

• Some Christians 
were claiming 
that the day of  
the Lord was 
then present

• Fraudulent 
letters to support 
their claim

• False teaching



The Papacy in the Bible

2 Thessalonians 2:3
“Let no man deceive you 
by any means: for that 
day shall not come, 
except there come a 
falling away first, and 
that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of  
perdition”

• There must first 
be an apostasy 
from the faith

• “The man of  
sin, the son of  
perdition”

Would originate from 
within the church



Who is the Man of  Sin?

Catholic Church

The continuity of  the Catholic Church

TIME



2 Thessalonians 2:7,8
“For the mystery of  
iniquity doth already 
work... and then shall 
be revealed the lawless 
one, whom the Lord 
Jesus shall slay with the 
breath of  his mouth, 
and bring to nought
by the manifestation
of his coming”

• Would originate from 
within the church

• Was already 
beginning to develop

Who is the Man of  Sin?

Will still be in 
existence in the day
of  Christ’s coming

• A succession of  
lawless ones



The unbroken succession of  Popes



2 Thessalonians 2:4
“He that opposeth 
and exalteth 
himself  against all 
that is called God 
or that is 
worshipped; so 
that he sitteth in 
the temple of  God, 
setting himself forth 
as God”

“We hold upon this 
earth the place of  
God Almighty”

Pope Leo XIII, 1894

Setting himself  forth as God



Setting himself  forth as God

“The Pope is crowned with a triple crown 
as king of  heaven and earth and of  the 
lower regions... The Pope is as it were 
God on earth, sole sovereign of  the 
faithful of  Christ, chief  king of  kings, 
having plenitude of  power to whom has 
been entrusted by the Omnipotent God 
direction not only of  the earthly but even 
of  the heavenly kingdom”

Farrar’s Ecclesiastical Dictionary



2 Thessalonians 2:4
“He that opposeth 
and exalteth 
himself  against all 
that is called God 
or that is 
worshipped; so that 
he sitteth in the 
temple of God, 
setting himself  
forth as God”

“He (the Pope) 
presides in the 
temple of  the Lord”

Picart

Sitting in the Temple of  God



An opposing forceAn Opposing Force

2 Thessalonians 2:4
“He that opposeth 
and exalteth 
himself  against all 
that is called God 
or that is 
worshipped; so that 
he sitteth in the 
temple of God, 
setting himself  
forth as God”



An 
opposing 
force
“Be of good 
comfort, Master 
Ridley, and play 
the man; we shall 
this day light such 
a candle, by God’s 
grace, in England, 
as I trust shall 
never be put out”



With all Power

2 Thessalonians 
2:9
“Even him, whose 
coming is after the 
working of  Satan 
with all power and 
signs and lying 
wonders...”

“He hath all power on 
earth… all temporal 
power is his; the 
dominion, 
jurisdiction, and 
government of  the 
whole earth is his by 
divine right. All rulers 
of  the earth are his”

Council of  Trent



Signs & Lying Wonders

2 Thessalonians 
2:11
“And for this cause 
God shall send 
them strong 
delusion, that they 
should believe a 
lie”



Signs & Lying Wonders



her to him, and said 
unto her, Woman, thou 
art loosed from thine 
infirmity. And he laid 
his hands on her: and 
immediately she was 
made straight, and 
glorified God”

Luke 13:10-13
“And he was teaching 
in one of  the 
synagogues on the 
sabbath. And, behold, 
there was a woman 
which had a spirit of  
infirmity eighteen 
years, and she was 
bowed together, and 
could in no wise lift up 
herself. And when 
Jesus saw her, he called



The Bible teaches

• Jesus Christ, not the 
Pope, is the true head of 
the church

• The existence of  the 
Roman Catholic church 
confirms the accuracy 
of  Bible prophecy

• We can have confidence 
in what the Bible says



Is the Pope the True Head of  the Church?
Lecture 1:


