Ecclesiastes 11-12

Summary of Studies Yesterday:

Watched as Solomon experimented in life, looking for what brings lasting happiness & satisfaction, only to become frustrated by many events

We looked at how he examined the experiences of others, only to find that many of the events of life seem unfair, and that in the end death comes both to the wicked and the righteous.

We saw many examples of God taking responsibility for the events of life – they are by His design for the righteous, not random events – because God does things at the right time.  Wisdom helps us to understand what God is doing, but even then we won’t completely understand till the kingdom age.

We found that Faith is what convinces us that God is in control, working in our lives now to shape us into His children so we can live in His family forever.  Faith will motivate us to thank God for everything & help us endure the troubles that enter our lives.

We left off in Ecc 10 with examples of how fools live for the moment and make poor decisions in life, but wisdom helps us prepare for a better future ahead.

Ecc 11:  It’s all in God’s Hands!  Trust the future to Him.

Cast your bread:  Launch (like a ship) your seeds (sow them).  
   Sailors know it takes faith to launch out in search of food and goods, hoping for a return in the future
   Farmers know it takes faith & trust to plant your current food, in hope of a greater return in the future
   Lesson:  be hospitable & charitable.  Move forward in life trusting God to handle your future!
  	Luke 14:13-14  But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.  And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just." 

Give a serving to 7 and 8:  Diversify!
   Wisdom teaches us not to “put all our eggs in one basket” and expect God to bail us out

If the clouds are full of rain:  they share – empty themselves (from v.1)
	It’s not in our control they will rain when God decides!

If a tree falls:  Not in man’s control – God will decide!  Trust Him.

He who observes the wind:  If we are too cautious and protective, we cannot move forward and work in God’s family.  We cannot guarantee the future - We must trust Him.

    I have learned to be glad it’s not up to me!  I don’t know what we need, and even if I did, I probably wouldn’t have the courage to implement all God’s plans

We don’t know way of wind, or how bones of embryo grow:  2 events we don’t understand – but God does!  So leave it in his hands.

In the morning sow…in evening don’t let your hands be idle:  get working in life, your families, your ecclesia!  Be active in many activities and see which God prospers

We move forward in life, taking a job, getting married, finding a place to live, having children, working in our ecclesias – trusting God to control our future as He knows we need.  

Wisdom plans for the future, so do it!  Serve God when young:
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v.7  Light is sweet, but darkness is coming (old age - we lose sight)
  	Days of darkness will be many – when we loose our health and abilities

   Great while it lasts, but very short.  “a vapor that appears for a while, then vanishes away” (James 4:14)

v.9  Enjoy youth – appreciate it…but with constraints that God will judge

v.10 So remove sorrow from your heart [anxiety or grief] & put away evil from your flesh [keep your body pure]

	Lesson:  The reality of a future judgment for us was designed by God to control & temper our lives while young, until we can learn to love God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind.  This will help us have a better childhood and teen years.

12:1  Remember now your creator in the days of your youth, 
	b4 difficult days come – old age, when life is difficult to survive & very few fun days

I have no pleasure in them – if we wait too long to join God’s family, we may lose interest in life at all, become depressed & discouraged

Solomon (in his great wisdom) suggests turning to God while young if you want to have the happiest, most fulfilling, least stressful life

Eccl 12:2-7 from the NCV:
1  Remember your Creator while you are young,
before the days of trouble come and the years when you say,
"I find no pleasure in them." 

2 When you get old,
the light from the sun, moon, and stars will grow dark;
the rain clouds will never seem to go away. 

3 At that time your arms will shake
and your legs will become weak.
Your teeth will fall out so you cannot chew,
and your eyes will not see clearly. 

4 Your ears will be deaf to the noise in the streets,
and you will barely hear the millstone grinding grain.
You'll wake up when a bird starts singing, 
but you will barely hear singing. 

5 You will fear high places and will be afraid to go for a walk.
Your hair will become white like the flowers on an almond tree.
You will limp along like a grasshopper when you walk.
Your appetite will be gone.
Then you will go to your everlasting home, 
and people will go to your funeral. 

6 Soon your life will snap like a silver chain or break like a golden bowl.
   You will be like a broken pitcher at a spring, or a broken wheel at a well. 

7 You will turn back into the dust of the earth again, 
   but your spirit will return to God who gave it. 


Vs 9-14   Conclusion:   probably written by a compiler

Preacher still taught the people – even while old
  Wrote words of Truth

Words of wise like goads – channel us into righteous living
Words of scholars like well driven nails – keep us from falling

Conclusion of whole matter:    
Positive:   Fear God and keep his commandments
Negative that constrains us:  for God will bring every deed into judgment
Dt 17:18-20 – King must write out copy of Law & read it
    Note:   “fear”(19)  “keep” or “observe” [sw](19)  “commandments”(20)
    Solomon learned the hard way that Moses was right!

Dt 17:14-17  Rules for Kings:
   1)  not X horses	Ecc 2:7
		1Kgs 4:26 – 40,000 stalls for horses for chariots & 
   2)  not X wives		Ecc 2:8 [harem](NIV,RSV)
		1Kgs 11:3  700 wives & 300 concs & 
   3)  not X silver/gold	Ecc 2:8
		1Kgs 10:25 & 1Kgs 11:14  >666 talents of gold each year
		v.21 silver counted as nothing, v.24 silver as common as stones
		
	1) Horses: Ecc 9:18  Wisdom is better than weapons of war
			All his horses & chariots didn’t guarantee security
	2) Wives:  Ecc 9:9 Live joyfully with wife whom you love      
    	            Prov 5:18  rejoice with wife of your youth
			Lots of wives & concubines didn’t bring happiness
	3) Money: Ecc 5:10  he who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver
			Wealth didn’t last – empire got too big & too expensive to maintain!
	
Possible Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s confession of his failure & sins (Roger)
   Really don’t know, but we can learn from his failure & recommendations


















Lessons for today:
1) Learn to look for God’s involvement in our lives & trust what He brings
            Life now is not vanity – it’s preparing us for glory to come

2) Appreciate the simple things of life (health, food, shelter, family) while God gives us power and health to enjoy

3) Don’t try to over-excel in things of this life (work, sports, hobbies)       Do our part and let God do the rest!

4) young people – don’t wait too long to choose Christ – it may become harder later on – you will have a more satisfying life if you choose now!

5)  Look to Christ – perfect example of balance of issues in Ecclesiastes.  He searched for the wisdom that comes from above, He had the Faith to trust God in everything that happened to him, convinced that God was right in everything, because his focus was on life beyond the Sun of this world today
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